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Happy New Year! We have a lot to celebrate in early 2021
– including our newly elected TWFF board for this year –
I am starting a second two-year term as President, and
serving alongside Adrienne Barnett (VP-Fundraising),
Julie Sieh (VP-Membership), Paula Fink (Secretary),
Britta Hebert (Treasurer) and Trustees Cathy Case, Alex
Huffman, and Christine Murrell. These folks were
unanimously
elected
by
members
voting
via
SurveyMonkey in December. They are supported by other
volunteers and between the board and non-board
volunteers, we are making a lot of improvements with an
influx of new skills and energy.
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A Note from the President Continued...
From Dana R. Williams

We are working on rolling out a number of exciting new initiatives: streamlining the outing
payment and registration process, website refresh, logo refresh, new member benefit for
discounted outdoors merchandise, new/expanded social media platforms, purchase of six club
fly tying vises, and an April outreach project to introduce African-American women to fly
fishing.
The first improvement out of the box was the December completion of the new layout for the
TWFF newsletter. Kudos to new member Lindsey Reyes for the re-design and welcome to
newsletter editor Lisa Averbeck! Thank you to LaJan Barnes for her service as newsletter
editor and note that Lindsey has also graciously taken over the webmaster position.
Meanwhile, the club continues to grow, making for the busiest period since I have been
president. Recent club membership figures are here – I put our membership at about 150 for last
year calculating each family membership as composed of two people (at least).

Much more to come but I also want to celebrate a COVID-subdued but still successful and wellattended and organized outing on the Guadalupe in January hosted by new members Natalie
Fletcher and Dani Rose – thirty-two folks attended and you can find the recap on page 4. Dani
made it an outing to remember with her prize of a lifetime 26” rainbow trout catch! Thank you
to these ladies plus support from Carol Olewin, Joan Swartz, and Britta Hebert in making it all
come together!
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A Note from the President Continued...
Finally, the biggest thing to celebrate this year is the 20th anniversary of the Texas Women Fly
Fishers! Check out early-2000’s fly fishing fashion from some of our club founders including
Constance Whiston and Coco Davenport in the amazing 2004 television episode about TWFF
in the New Fly Fisher (24 minutes). You can also read the history of the founding of the club in
2001 here. I learned I am the 10th president in the twenty-year history of the club and that I
know four of the past presidents (Mary Rohrer, Sheila Anderson, Pat Carlson, and Janet Baca).
We will pick one outing this year, COVID-willing, to have some cake and celebrate two decades
of our special club Texas Women Fly Fishers.

Original TWFF Board, January 2001
Maricopa Lodge, Sattler, Texas

Thank you for being part of the fellowship and fishing fun that makes TWFF special. I am
looking forward to seeing you at another amazing Cathy Case and LaJan Barnes-hosted outing
in March at Latham Springs on the Brazos River!

Dana R. Williams
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Guadalupe River Outing Recap Jan 15-17, 2021
Outing hosts: Dani Rose and Natalie Fletcher

While we had to make some changes to our normal Guadalupe outing due to COVID
restrictions, we had an excellent turn out with 32 members, 4 of which were new members.
Our featured speaker, Chris Jackson of Action Angler, joined TWFF the Wednesday
evening prior to the outing. He discussed fishing conditions and rig set up. Additionally,
Chris graciously allowed TWFF members to have free access to the Guad from his shop all
weekend.
We held an optional dinner meeting at Coopers BBQ on Friday night, where we fared the
elements in the backyard patio. Our dinners were illuminated by lantern light. We took the
opportunity
Some of our members had already been out on the
P H O T O B Y Mto
A Rdo
T I Nbrief
R . S M introductions.
ITH
river Friday.
On Saturday morning, there was an optional beginner fishing class that was held by
Action Angler that was well attended. By all reports, it was a great experience.
The river was low and crowded. It was great to see the more seasoned members helping the
newer fishers. Some members used guides and did float trips.

Photos from the Guadalupe River Outing
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Photos from the Guadalupe River Outing Continued
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Photos from the Guadalupe River Outing Continued

From the Socials
Don’t forget to share your fishing photos with Maura Zingsheim (maurazing@gmail.com) and keep
your eyes peeled for some exciting social content!
Follow us at @texas_women_fly_fishers on Instagram and https://www.facebook.com/texaswomen
on Facebook.

FEBRUARY 2021

TWFF.NET

Membership Update
Membership Chair: Julie Sieh
siehje@hotmail.com - 254-541-4458

TWFF Membership Report-February 2021
We can all agree that 2020 was a trying year, but for TWFF membership it was awesome.
The year ended with a total of 114 memberships including 34 family memberships and 80
single memberships. Of these memberships there were 8 honorary memberships and 44
new memberships. This was awesome.
The 2021 membership year is off to a good start with 16 family memberships and 55 single
memberships. Of these there are 8 honorary memberships and 7 new members. That
means there are 40 plus memberships in need of renewal.
We encourage everyone to make their renewals soon. On March 1st there will be a drop of
anyone not renewing. They will no longer receive emails, be on GroupMe, or receive
information about the club. We plan to make a new membership directory shortly after
the March 1st deadline. The directory will be emailed out to the up to date membership. It
will be a fantastic tool for members to find other fishing friends in their area and find
travel companions to our outings.
It’s easy to renew. Go to TWFF.net and look for Membership tab. A “pdf file” is there if
you want to print the form and mail it to me with a check or cash.
It will be easier to complete the form on the TWFF.net website. Again go to the
membership page. Fill out the full page and press “submit”. The second page will say
“Payment”, fill out the membership plan and type and push “continue and pay”. The third
page is “your shopping cart”. Choose if you are going to use “Paypal Checkout” or “Check
out without Paypal” (credit or debit card). The next page is the corresponding payment
choice. Complete the form with credit information. Push “Pay Now” at the bottom and you
will be done.
Thank you for your membership in TWFF. If you have any problem or question email me
or call me.
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Upcoming Outings
Outings Coordinator: Joan Swartz, twffoutings@gmail.com

TWFF Outings
March 12-14, 2021 - Aquilla, TX (Details starting on page 9)
Latham Springs Camp & Retreat Center. Hosts: Cathy Case and LaJan Barnes
April 30-May 2nd, 2021 – Camp Wood, TX
Nueces River Bud Priddy Tournament (Sat the 1st) co-hosted by Alamo Fly Fishers. TWFF hosts
needed for this easy hosting event as shared with Alamo FF. Big prizes.
Summer Outing TBD
July 8-11, 2021 - Unofficial out of state trip – New Mexico, San Juan River. Soaring Eagle Lodge.
Host: Joan Swartz.
Sept 10-12, 2021 – Corpus Christi/Port Aransas
Mustang Island Conference Center (Episcopal Church Camp with beach access) has been reserved.
Hosts: Angela Gaston and Juanita Escamilla.
October – Tentative unofficial outing camping at Low Gear Farmstead on the San Saba River near
Menard, TX. Dana is point of contact.
November 5-7, 2021 – Broken Bow
Hosts: Tiffany Palmer, Pam Vestal, and Deborah Tepe

Other Fly Fishing Events
February 27 and 28, 2021 - Texas Fly Fishing & Brew Festival, Mesquite
Convention Center, 1700 Rodeo Dr. Mesquite, Texas 75149. View the
schedule, buy your tickets, plan classes to attend here.

March 13, 2021 - Fort Worth, TX
TRWD FLYFEST will be held on the Trinity River after almost 5,000 pounds
of Trout and native Texas fish species will have been released. Parking: 3100
Bryant Irvin Rd., Fort Worth, TX 76109.

The event is free to all and

includes an amazing array of activities. See it all here.
June 11-12, 2021 - Lake Athens Fly Fishing Festival, Athens, TX

FEBRUARY 2021

TWFF.NET

Upcoming - Latham Springs Outing
White Bass Run and On-Site Lake/Pond Fishing
March 12-14, 2021 Freshwater Outing
Latham Springs Camp & Retreat Center
Aquilla, Texas 75532
Driving address: 134 Private Road 223 Aquilla, TX 76622
GPS address: HCR 2202 N Aquilla, TX 76622

Our spring outing is March 12-14 (optional arrival on Thursday the 11th (for an additional night
room charge) at the Latham Springs Camp & Retreat Center (LSCRC). TWFF hosts for this outing
are LaJan Barnes [410.925.9858, nlbarnes@aol.com] and Cathy Case [925.437.2679,
roggee46@gmail.com].
PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH
We will be following COVID-19 safety protocols as required by the camp staff and/or the State. We
ask that folks do not attend if they are sick in the 2 weeks prior to the outing, if they are in
contact with someone with COVID-19, or just coming out of isolation (less than two weeks). Since
we will hold our meetings indoors, we will be wearing masks and practicing social distancing as
best as possible. Come join us for fellowship and fishing!
Due to the COVID-19 situation, the camp will require some paperwork to be completed and turned
in upon arrival. Each registered participant will be sent that paperwork closer to the event. They
have hand sanitizer bottles out for use.
Latham Springs C&R Center is located in Aquilla, TX. The camp is located off Interstate 35
between West, TX and Hillsboro. Their website is http://www.lathamsprings.com. No alcohol or
pets are allowed on the property including the RV spaces. Smoking is allowed in designated areas
only.

ACCOMODATIONS The camp features three different types of accommodations for us to choose
from for our weekend on a first come first paid basis.
Hotel – There are 14 rooms - each room has one queen and one twin bed and all rooms are
upstairs above the dining hall, no elevator. So if you have trouble with stairs, then you will want
to book a room in the Volunteer Hall. Two people will be allowed to share the room if they choose.
Linens are provided in the hotel rooms.
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Latham Springs Outing Continued...
Volunteer Hall (VH) – 8 ground floor rooms. VH has 8 cabin-like rooms each room has 5 sets of
bunk beds and one queen bed with a bathroom. Two of the rooms are handicap accessible. We will
limit it to two or three attendees. There are three sinks in each of these large rooms and plenty of
room for double or triple occupancy. No linens are provided. Each person has to bring all their own
sheets, pillows with cases, towels, and toiletries.
RV Sites - We reserved 3 RV spots for those that want to bring their RVs. More RV spots are
available if there is a need.

PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH

Layout of the Hotel rooms – 14 bedrooms
The dining hall for all meals is located on the first floor below the Hotel rooms.

Layout of the Volunteer Hall – 8 bedrooms
Our Friday and Saturday nights gatherings will be in the meeting room at Volunteer Hall. Meeting Room
occupancy is 119.

MEALS
We have guaranteed four meals for all registered attendees during the weekend: Friday night dinner
(serving begins at 6:00 PM), Saturday morning breakfast (serving begins at 8:00 AM), Saturday dinner
(serving begins 5:30 PM), Sunday breakfast (serving begins at 8:00 AM)
The serving lines will be open for 45 minutes. Saturday lunch will be on your own since most will be out
fishing the rivers or lakes. So bring your snacks and/or fixins’ for your own lunch. The Volunteer Hall
meeting room will be available to use for your Saturday lunch if you like. There are three options for
eating your Saturday lunch: Bring a folding chair and eat by the Camp’s lake/pond, by the river, or at
the VH meeting room.
The camp is set up for us to eat our four meals in their cafeteria only. There is plenty of room to spread
out to maintain social distancing. No meal from the dining room can be taken outside for consumption.
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Latham Springs Outing Continued...
AGENDA
Thursday March 11th – There is an option to arrive on Thursday afternoon (~2/3 PM) for those that
want to come early, but no meals will be provided until Friday dinner. An additional day will be
charged for your room at the same rate (see table below). Cathy and LaJan will arrive Thursday.
Friday – March 12th
Check in time begins at 2 PM. Fish on your own at the camp or the local rivers.
6:00 - 6:45 PM - Dinner will be served in the dining hall.
7:00 PM - Mullet Mixer – This event will occur in the Volunteer Hall meeting room (rated for 115
occupants). Our speaker will be guide Pat Vanek and owner of Bosque Valley Fly Fishers. Fly tying
and raffle activities will begin following Pat’s presentation. We will have ample room to spread out
HOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH
and Psocial
distance. Bring your fly tying materials and vises if you have any. The club has some fly
tying tools that will be shared. You will be provided with material to make two flies that will be
demonstrated. Those who are tiers are encouraged to help novice tiers with this activity. We will tie
wooly buggers and a gurgler (tying materials will be provided). Both flies will be good for fishing at the
camp’s lake and/or the nearby rivers. Fire pit available.
Guide Raffle: We have secured a guide, Pat Vanek, on Saturday for 4 people: two people in the
morning and two people in the afternoon. We will raffle the four slots after his presentation. Raffle
tickets will be $20/ticket or 3 for $40. What a deal for a half-day guide! If you want to book Pat for
Friday or Sunday, it will be a first come first serve basis. Contact Pat directly at (254.744.6324).
Saturday – March 13
8:00 - 8:45 AM - Breakfast will be served in the dining hall
9:00 AM START – Casting activities – Kay Jackson has graciously volunteered to hold a casting clinic
on the water at the Camp’s Lake. In addition, we will provide fly rod rigging and knot tying for our
new to fly fishing members or anyone that needs it. We will also have a casting challenge game.
Go Fish wherever you like – on one of three ponds at the camp or ‘hook’ up with a buddy and go to one
of three rivers in the area: Brazos, Nolan, and Paluxy Rivers.
5:30 - 6:15 PM - Dinner will be served in the dining hall.
6:30 PM - gather in the VH meeting room for the TWFF business meeting, more fly tying, and
socializing. The fire pit near the lake is available with firewood. But if it has rained it will be wet.
Sunday – March 14
8:00 - 8:45 AM – Breakfast will be served in the dining hall Following breakfast, if needed, rigging
and knot tying help will be available. We can fish on the property lakes until check out and maybe
through later in the afternoon. Lunch is on your own. 12:00 PM - Check out and fish some more.
There is a fire pit by the large lake, which will be available both Friday and Saturday nights for those
that want to ’kumbaya’ and/or roast marsh mellows (bring your own s’mores fixins’ and stick/coat
hanger). Also, you will need to bring a couple of sticks of your own firewood (in case it has rained and
the camp firewood is wet).
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Latham Springs Outing Continued...
Fishing the Lakes/Ponds
There is a large lake, a smaller lake, and two small ponds on the camp property available to us for
fishing from the bank, in a kayak/float tube (life vest required in water craft), or for shallow wading
(3-4 ft). See photos at the end of this announcement! As you can see, we have several places to fish
and options to fish all weekend. The map below shows the layout of the property. This map does not
show the two small ponds on the property, but they have been known to hold fish (bass and blue gill)
and are located near the larger Lake. There is no fishing in designated swimming areas clearly
marked. See the website for the camp layout: http://www.lathamsprings.com.
Equipment Needed
Rods, reels, line, leaders, and tippet – 4-7 wt rods with compatible reel, 3-7X leaders will work, 4-6X
tippet. Please let us know when you make your reservations if you need to borrow one of the clubs
rodsP Hand
You
will
O T Oreels.
BY MA
RTIN
R . Sneed
M I T Hto supply most everything else. See list below.
Gear to bring
• Texas Fishing License required.
• Freshwater Gear: 4-7 weight rods and reels with 3-7X leaders (7-9 ft long), 4-6X tippet. There are
some huge bass in this area, you may also want a floating or sink tip line.
• Waders and boots for rivers and lake if you like. Wet wading may be an option depending on you
and the weather.
• Wading belts, stringer (for white bass), and landing net. If you want to keep the white bass from the
rivers, you will need to bring your own coolers and ice, and fish cleaning utensils. There are no
freezers or refrigeration for our use at the camp. Camp Lakes are catch and release only.
• Good clippers and forceps.
• Fishing (sun) gloves (optional), hat, polarized sunglasses, sunscreen, and appropriate clothing for
sun protection.
• Insect repellent.
• Bring your own drinking water and snacks for the weekend, and bring your own lunch for
Saturday and Sunday if you stay and fish the day. Lunch is not provided at the camp either day.
• Outdoor chair.
• Volunteer Hall stay - Bedding and towels are required in these rooms. Kitchen area in meeting room
with refrigerator and microwave.
• Hotel stay - Linens (towels and bedding) are provided.
• Dry bag (optional) and/or backpack
• Campfire wood (optional) and/or s’mores fixins’ with sticks/hanger to cook marsh mellows
• Optional – your own kayak or float tube. Life preserver/flotation device required on the
lake.
• If you are a fly tyer please bring your materials and equipment and be available to help
beginners.
Kayaks
NOTE: The Club will secure two kayaks (with paddles and life vests) for beginners to learn on the
Camp’s Lake. A life vest is required to be worn while on the Camp’s Lake. We will have a signup
sheet for Saturday’s time slots. We will share the kayaks on the lake.
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Latham Springs Outing Continued...
Recommended Flies
Bring an assortment of warm water flies such as woolly buggers (we will tie these Friday night),
Briminators, Anderson Slayers, bass bugs, clousers, poppers (all colors, depends on what’s flying
around), etc. They will be feeding top water as well as sub-surface. Nymph rigging will also work.
We will have a demonstration and help for setting up a dropper rig if needed.

Guides available
Pat Vanek will be available for guiding services on Friday and Sunday. Contact Pat directly at
254.744.6324. We will hold a raffle on Friday night for guiding on Saturday.
Jerry Hamon will be available for guiding services on the rivers. Contact Jerry directly at
PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH
241.457.3407.
The Outpost, Dick’s Canoes, off FM 2114, about 3 mi from the Camp, and situated on the
Brazos. This is not a store, he only rents kayaks and canoes via phone call. Rental Price for a
single person kayak is $35 (includes tax, life vest, paddles, and shuttle to the dam, if you want
an 8.4 mi kayak trip) or just put in at the bridge. Putting in your own kayak at this location
costs $6. Contact Dick’s directly at 254.622.8364. http://www.dickscanoe.com/
There is river access from the Camp, walking down a trail, which will likely have high grass.
It’s not the best but can be done. There is also Brazos river wading opportunities are near the
bridge at FM 2114. But you must be fit enough to go down and up a small incline and/or climb
down and up the bank of the river.
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Latham Springs Outing Continued...
Accommodations and Costs
Hotel - There are 14 hotel rooms, linens are provided. These rooms are available for double
occupancy, contains one queen and one twin bed. Each room has a private bath. These
rooms are located above the dining hall. See room layout at the end.
Volunteer Hall – There are 8 rooms, plenty of room for double occupancy. These rooms
sleep 10, but we are limiting it to two people. There are five bunk beds and one queen bed,
each room has a private bath (see room layout at the end). However, you will need to bring
your own bedding and linens (towels, etc.).
·
Single occupancy package: $110 for the 2-night weekend for private room. Thursday is
available as well for an additional $55 for the room.
Double occupancy package: $70/per person for the 2-night weekend (total $140 for the
room with two people).
RV Sites: We reserved 3 spaces for anyone wanting to bring your RV. Cost is $18/night.
Four Meals are provided and cooked at the camp: dinner Friday and Saturday, breakfast
Saturday and Sunday. The cost is $30/person for 4 meals. All Camp provided meals will be
served in the dining hall. There is no outdoor seating for these meals.
Outing Registration and Payment
To reserve your spot for the weekend, please click on the link below. You will be directed to
a Google Form to complete your information, and make your lodging choices. Please
complete ONLY ONE FORM FOR YOUR GROUP/PARTY and please register and pay by
March 8th.
Upon submitting the form, you will receive an email confirmation with your selections, and
the total cost of your outing. There is a direct link to PayPal in the confirmation email. You
should be able to pay with PayPal funds or a credit/debit card.
If you choose to not pay by PayPal or credit/debit card, please contact Britta Herbert, TWFF
Treasurer, at 210-831-9509.
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR LATHAM SPRINGS
CLICK HERE TO PAY VIA PayPal/CREDIT CARD
We have included an accommodation worksheet on the next page for you to determine your
options and outing cost. You will actually register for the outing with the above link. If you
experience difficulties, please email twffoutings@gmail.com or call/text Joan at 512-6940737.
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Latham Springs Outing Continued...
Cathy and LaJan had an opportunity to fish the lakes at the camp on Tuesday January 26.
It was about 60 degrees a little breezy but fish (bass, blue gill, sun fish, and crappie) were
caught on all top water and streamer flies used: woolly buggers (purple), jig heads bug that
Cathy tied (olive), San Juan worm (red), parachute caddis (brown), and egg pattern (pink,
and Moreau fly (i.e., jig head with pink thread and rainbow sparkler). It was a fun day!
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Learning on the Fly

Take a Class:
Intro classes are free and others are
$25. More information here.

Learn a New Time Saving Trick:
Tie a clinch knot with your
hemostat.

Practice:
Tie some nymph rigs, primarily used for trout.
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BOARD & VOLUNTEER CONTACTS
Your TWFF Board
Position

Name

Email

President

Dana R. Williams

info@twff.net

VP Fundraising

Adrienne Barnett

fundraising@twff.net

VP Membership

Julie Sieh

membership@twff.net

Treasurer

Britta Herbert

treasurer@twff.net

Secretary

Paula Fink

secretary@twff.net

Trustee

Alex Huffman

trustees@twff.net

Trustee

Cathy Case

trustees@twff.net

Trustee

Christine Murrell

trustees@twff.net

Non-Board TWFF Volunteers:
Joan Swartz, Outings Coordinator, twffoutings@gmail.com
Angela Gaston, Merchandising
Lindsey Reyes, Webmaster
Maura Zingsheim, Social Media
Lisa Averbeck, Newsletter
Amy Setter, E-Lines Moderator
Sylvia Garcia, FFI Liaison

Hope to see you soon!

