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TWFF FLY LINES
Texas Women Fly Fishers

Message from the
Executive Board
Recently, the topic of male participation in
Texas Women Fly Fishers arose in our club
first in a discussion in the statewide GroupMe
chat and also in a special members’ online
meeting the Executive Board called to gather
additional input from members this summer.

IN THIS ISSUE
MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD
PICTURES FROM
LATEST OUTING

FROM THE SOCIALS

After reviewing the input from members and
the current state of male participation and
other factors related to this topic including the
bylaws and FFI membership as laid out below,
the board does not recommend any changes
to the current club structure, which permits
membership and participation in TWFF
activities by all.

Continued on next page ...

UPCOMING OUTINGS
LEARNING ON THE FLY
BOARD AND LEADERS
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Message from the Executive Board
Cont'd
The primary factors driving this decision were:
Excluding men from participation in TWFF would force withdrawal from Fly Fishers
International, the worldwide body of fly fishing clubs.
Most members who provided input that they would like to be inclusive to everyone,
regardless of gender, who supports our mission of promoting women in fly fishing.
There have been no reports of any inappropriate behavior by any member, but please
contact any board member if any concerns arise, and it will be addressed. The board
notes that we appreciate the open and honest dialogue and respectful feedback from
members on this issue. Please contact any board member with questions, concerns or
comments.
Current state:
TWFF bylaws (since inception – drafted in 2003):
Mission statement (Article 1 Section 2a): “The mission of TWFF is to create
opportunities, encourage, educate, and mentor women’s participation in the
recreational sport of fly fishing. We support the policies/goals of the Federation
of Fly Fishers (new name: Fly Fishers International).”
Article 3 Section 1: “TWFF activities and programs are open to any individual…
regardless of…gender…”
TWFF membership in Fly Fishers International (FFI), the world body of fly fishing
organizations: Affiliate club since TWFF inception in 2001. FFI does not permit
single-gender clubs. Notable FFI benefits:
Provides our liability insurance at a reduced group rate.
Extremely aggressive club discounts from Orvis, Peak, and other manufacturers
for fishing and tying equipment for club use or fundraising.
Education center online for fly fishing and tying.
Membership stats: 2 male members as individuals. Approximately 10 males holding
a family membership together with a daughter or wife. Total TWFF members:
approximately 150 assuming two family members per family membership.
Male attendance: Male instructors, guides, members, and guests are present in
very small numbers at all TWFF events and activities. Male members, instructors
and guides all participate in our programs in support of our mission of promoting
women in fly fishing.
Recruitment: The board does not conduct recruitment for male members. Men who
have expressed a strong interest in supporting the TWFF mission regarding women
in fly fishing have been invited to join if desired.
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Lake Athens Outing - June 11-13, 2021
Outing host: Natalie Fletcher
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From the Socials
Don’t forget to share your fishing photos with Kelsie Miller
at kelsie.miller12@gmail.com and keep your eyes peeled
for some exciting social content!

Follow us at @texas_women_fly_fishers on Instagram and
https://www.facebook.com/texaswomen on Facebook.

Upcoming Events & Outings
Outings Coordinator: Joan Swartz, twffoutings@gmail.com

Postponed
until 2022

September/October – San Saba River - Limited outing tent camping at
Low Gear Farmstead on the near Menard, TX. Host: Dana Williams

November 5-7, 2021 – Broken Bow, OK
Hosts: Tiffany Palmer, Pam Vestal, and Deborah Tepe

Non-TWFF Event

October 15-17, 2021 – Fredericksburg, TX
The Edge Event Venue
Visit the TWFF booth and silent auction to benefit Casting for
Recovery at the expo! This is not a TWFF outing. Tickets.
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Upcoming - Surf's Up! Saltwater Outing
September 10-12, The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas
Mustang Island Conference Center
TWFF hosts for this outing are Juanita Escamilla at juani_escamilla@hotmail.com and
Angela Gaston at austinangela@gmail.com. Lodging Coordinator is Beverly Gordon,
214-336-1094.
Our September outing is September 10-12 at the Mustang Island Conference
Center. We will be following COVID-19 safety protocols as will the camp staff, and we
ask that folks do not attend if they are sick in the 2 weeks prior to the outing or if they
are in contact with someone with COVID-19. Come join us for outdoors fellowship and
fishing!
Due to the COVID-19 situation, the center will require some paperwork to be completed.
Please see the "ACCOMODATIONS" section of this document for MICC's current (as of
May 2021) Covid-19 protocols.
Mustang Island Conference Center is located in Port Aransas and at the center of
Mustang Island, a barrier island off the South Coast of Texas, bordered by the Gulf of
Mexico and Corpus Christi Bay. The Conference Center is 10 miles north of the John F.
Kennedy Memorial Causeway and 9 miles south of the Port Aransas ferry landing.
Map and driving directions are available clicking here.
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Surf's Up! Saltwater Outing Cont'd
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Mustang Island Conference Center is located at 6981 TX-361 Hwy, Port Aransas, TX, (361) 7491800. Their website is https://www.dwtx.org/what-we-do/mustang-island-family-camp
The Conference Center has 24 rooms with two double beds and a twin sleeper sofa. Each room is
equipped with a full bathroom, as well as a second sink located in the tiled entryway and coffee
maker. All rooms have wireless internet service.
We will also have use of the Fischer Commons Conference Room for our meetings and activities.
COVID-19 PROTOCOL
Before you come, please self-evaluate based on the following: If you or anyone in your
household has experienced one or more of the following symptoms, please stay at home: fever
of 100.4 degrees or greater, a cough, shortness of breath, diarrhea, fatigue, headache, muscle
aches, nausea, loss of taste or smell, sore throat or vomiting. Within the past two weeks, if you,
or anyone in your household that has not been COVID-19 vaccinated, has been in close contact
with a person diagnosed with, tested for, or quarantined as a result of COVID, please stay at
home.
If you feel ill, while at the conference center, please let a staff person know, and then please return
home, to the comfort of your family space.
Employee procedures: All MICC employees have received training on social distancing,
enhanced cleaning procedures, respiratory etiquette, and daily self-evaluation. Employees are
instructed to stay home if they feel ill, and employees who become ill at work will be sent home.
Physical distance reminders: Signage will remind everyone to maintain 6 feet between families
Facemasks/face coverings: Are required for non-COVID 19 vaccinated guests, when inside
MICC facilities.
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Washing/sanitizing hands: Please wash your hands (or use hand sanitizer) upon entering any
buildings and your guest room. Hand sanitizer will be placed in several locations throughout the
conference center: elevator room on each floor, Fischer Commons lobby, dining room entry, office,
and the beach.
Guest Rooms: Industry-leading cleaning and disinfecting protocols are being used to clean guest
rooms. This includes light switches, blind wands, thermostats, door handles and locks, furniture
handles, toilets, and lamp switches.
Blankets and sheets remain on the beds; however, the comforters have been removed. Please bring
an extra blanket from home, in case you get cold at night.
Pull-out couch linens and extra pillow are located on shelves behind the entry door, in a sealed plastic
bag.
Dining: Dining Room tables and chairs are 6 feet apart, helping maintain physical distancing.
Please sanitize your hands upon entry. Please, wearing your facemask if you’re not COVID-19
vaccinated, enter the food line, where Kathy and her staff will be ready to serve you!
When you’re finished, please bring the dirty dishes and trash to the dish tubs.
MEALS
We have guaranteed four meals for all registered attendees during the weekend: Friday night dinner
(serving begins at 7:00 PM), Saturday morning breakfast (serving begins at 7:00 AM), Saturday dinner
(serving begins 6:30 PM), and Sunday breakfast (serving begins at 7:00 AM). The serving lines will be
open for 45 minutes.
Saturday lunch will be pack your own, purchase locally or order an optional sack lunch from MICC for
$12.
FOOD ALLERGIES: If you have any food allergies, please let us know in the registration form
or via email so we can pass this along to the camp. We cannot order special meals, but will
make the camp staff aware of allergies, and they will do the best they can for us.
COSTS
The cost includes lodging, 4 meals, use of the conference room and a $10/person outing fee.
The optional Saturday sack lunch is an additional $12.00
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AGENDA
Friday – September 10th
Check in time begins at 3:00 PM.
7:00 - 7:45 PM - Dinner will be served in the dining room
7:45 PM - Mullet mixer – This event will occur in the Conference Room. Our speaker will be
Austin Orr.
Austin Orr was given a fiberglass Shakespeare Wonderod at the age of 9 and never looked
back. After arriving in the Corpus Christi area in 2008, he spent a decade exploring and fishing
all the flats, beaches, jetties and nearshore rigs that he could walk, paddle or motor to. Austin is
a founding member of the Corpus Christi Fly Fishers, TPWD Angler Educator, ACA certified
kayak paddling instructor, blogger and free-lance writer whose work has been featured in
Arkansas Wild, Carp Pro Magazine and others. In 2010 he earned his Fly Casting Instructor
certification from Fly Fishers International. In his day job, Austin works with TPWD Fisheries
Management, helping assure there are fish and beautiful places to catch them for generations to
come.
Saturday – September 11th
More details on fishing locations and opportunities will be provided later. Beach access is
available from the MICC.
7:00 -7:45 AM - Breakfast will be served in the dining room
FISHING AND LUNCH – Pack your own, purchase locally or buys an optional sack lunch from
MICC for $12.
6:30 PM – Dinner will be served in the dining room.
7:30 PM – After dinner, we will have a short business meeting. Walking on the beach or fishing
at one of the many piers are just a few activities to enjoy after dinner.
Sunday – September 12th
7:00 - 7:45 AM – Breakfast will be served in the dining room
FISHING
Check out time is no later than 4:00 PM
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FISHING
Wade fishing, kayak fishing, or fishing with a guide, there are many options in the intercoastal
waterway, the surf, and at night time off the docks located around the area. Since this is early
September the weather will still be quite warm. Sun protection is a must and waders might be
considered for protection from jellyfish and other critters. The stingray shuffle is also good
practice when wading. As always personal safety is a concern when fishing in some of the less
visible areas, especially at night. Fishing with others is strongly recommended as is a wading
staff.
For rods, 8 wt is ideal but, a 5 wt can be used in a pinch. Saltwater leaders and tippet are
recommended. Saltwater flies are best as they are stainless steel and will not rust. Expect to
catch spotted sea trout, red fish, black drum, lady fish, flounder and other species. Make sure
your fishing license includes saltwater. Fishing licenses expire August 31 so make sure you
have your new one for the September 1, 2021 period.
The beaches may or may not be open to motor traffic. At this time, beaches are currently open
to cars and foot traffic. If they do open driving on the beach, it is by permit only, which can be
purchased at any convenience store in the area. The Conference Center (MICC) is on the
beach and foot accessible. We will have the use of the MICC's beach chairs and pop-up covers
as well as 4 beach cruiser bicycles and surfboards.
Gear to bring:
Texas Fishing License with saltwater stamp.
Saltwater Gear: 8-10 weight Rods and reels with 8-10 weight line. (7 will also work,
however 8wt seems to work best for the winds and larger flies.) 9 ft length, minimum 12-15
lb leader, 12-15 lb tippet. Don Alcala recommends 20-30lb leaders to withstand the bite of
fish with teeth. Otherwise you may lose a lot of fish. You may also use the steel bite guards,
but probably not necessary.
Good flats wading boots for potential oysters and mucky mud. No open toes or water shoes
that will pull off in the mud. Sting ray chaps if you plan to wade, (Always do the sting ray
shuffle)
Wading belts, stringer and large landing net.
Good clippers that can withstand saltwater environment.
Optional: Large saltwater forceps or needle nose pliers that can withstand saltwater and
fish with TEETH.
Long fishing pants or waders (optional) in case of jelly fish. Water will be warm enough for
wet wading.
Fishing (sun) gloves, broad brim hat, sun glasses and lots of cover and sun protection of
course.
Drinking water, drinking water and more drinking water.
Ice chest for any fish you want to take home.
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*Remember this is salt water and you’ll want to wash EVERYTHING off every time you use it when
you’re done.
Recommended flies:
Saltwater Clousers (any color), Crazy Charlies – Heavier for piers, weedless for wading & kayak
fishing.
Crab imitations – Heavier for piers, weedless for wading & kayak fishing
Shrimp imitations. Crab/shrimp combo imitations. My favorites over the last year have been the
Corona Crab & Chartreuse Clouser.
Spoons- red/gold
Casting - Remember we’re on the coast so you’ll want to be able to cast in the wind, and you’ll want to
be able to cast some distance; at least 50–75 ft. For me that means I have to double haul. It also helps
to have your back cast be as good as your forward cast. Often the position you’re in on the pier,
wading or kayaking, may require you to back cast to where the fish are.
Recommended leaders/tippet: 12 lb. leader, 12 lb. tippet (20-30lb recommended for toothy fish)
Guides available:
Captain Stacy Lynn (https://wowflyfishing.com) 512-750-8661 - recommend by Texas Women Fly
Fishers
Doc’s Guide Service (docsfishingclinic.com) 361-443-6993 - recommended by Corpus Christi Fly
Fishers
Ken Jones (kenjofly.com) 361-500-2552 - recommended by Corpus Christi Fly Fishers
Slowride Guide Service, (https://www.slowrideguide.com) 821 S Commercial St, Aransas Pass. 361758-0463. - recommended by Texas Fly Fishers.
There is a fly shop in Rockport whose guides might meet people in Corpus. Boat guides are running
about $600.00 for all day 2 people. It's Swan Point Landing. 361-729-7926.
FISHING LOCATIONS
More maps will be provided but here are some to start:
1. Causeway (Cos Way) Fishing Pier. Lighted night fishing. $10 per pole.
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2. Mustang Island State Park – the big blue channel is the very fishy Fish
Pass.

3. Packery Channel Park, Packery Pass and Jetties.
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4. Bird Island, Padre Island National Seashore, Park Rd 22.

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT
To reserve your spot for the weekend, please click on the link below. You will be directed
to a Google Form to complete your information, and make your lodging choices. Please
register and pay by September 1st . If you need to cancel, you must cancel by September
1st for a refund.
Upon submitting the form, you will receive an email confirmation with your selections, and
the total cost of your outing. There is a direct link to PayPal in the confirmation email. You
should be able to pay with PayPal funds or a credit/debit card.
If you choose to not pay by PayPal or credit/debit card, please contact Britta Hebert, TWFF
Treasurer, at 210-831-9509.
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR TWFF SALTWATER OUTING AT MICC
If you experience difficulties, please email twffoutings@gmail.com or call/text Joan at 512694-0737.
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Learning on the Fly
Special guest column by Dani Rose featuring the Redfish Crack Fly
Some of the Houston area women met at Bayou City Angler on
Saturday. August 14th, to tie the Redfish Crack Fly in
preparation for our upcoming trip. Marilyn Childers got away
before we could take the group picture to include her. The
recipe and instructions are below.

Redfish Crack
Description: Consider this fly the wooly bugger for saltwater fishing. It is a great platform fly,
that you can add to and build from.
Recommended Color Patterns:
Browns, coppers, earth tones (preferred)
Black and purple (preferred)
Shrimp
Chartreuse
Materials: These are the materials used to tie the fly that was tied at the TWFF Bayou City
Angler class.
Hook - Gamakatsu -SL12S - Saltwater Series, Big Game, Size 2
The smaller shank on the hook means that you do not have to use extra material
Eyes - Bead Chain Eyes - Hareline - Medium - Silver
Thread - Thread color does not matter, as you only really see it behind the hook. I used
Danville's flat waxed 210 denier - fuchsia. You can also use 136D thread as well.
Hair - Pseudo Hair - You can use different types of hair, but Benjamin preferred this one
because it pushed more water due to its bulk, when it was stripped to attract the attention
of the fish. Suitable alternatives include craft hair.
Brush - Redfish Brush or EP Brush
Additional Equipment:
Metal lice comb
Lighter - clean up any area around the eye
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Additional Reference Videos: Note that these videos may not be exactly the same as the
description below. They are to provide additional methods and ideas to expand on the fly.
Sight Cast Fishing Company — How To: Tying the Redfish Cracklin Fly
Redfish Cracklin (Leggy Redfish Crack on Steroids) - McFly Angler Saltwater Fly Tying
Tutorial
CW Flies Redfish Crack Fly
Tying Notes: This fly was first tied at Bayou City Angler on August 14th, 2021. Benjamin was
our instructor. I tied four flies. From top to bottom.
1. Didn't use enough pseudo hair.
2. Added legs - fine for bass, but probably not really needed for red fish. Better body.
3. Changed fibers from Redfish brush to EP brush - body looks good.
4. Body a little short on the final one.

Benjamin's Fly
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Instructions: (Pictures flip between my example and Ben's)
1. Start Thread
a. Start your thread on the hook. You want the thread started behind the eye of the
hook.
b. You will cover roughly a 1/3 of the shank.
c. You can build up a thread bump for your bead chain eyes.
2. Tie in Bead Chain Eyes
a. Leaving plenty of room for a wrap of the brush in front of the eyes.
b. Tie 5 wraps on one side of the eye, where the eyes are almost perpendicular to the
shanks
c. Counter balance those wraps with five more on the other side, where you are
applying tension that pulls the eyes so that that ride on the shank of the hook
d. Figure eight securing wraps. Doing circle wraps around the front and back of the eyes
will lock them in place. Super gluing the eyes and thread is optional.

e. Take thread back on the shank to the point on the hook.
3. Tie in Pseudo Hair
a. Prep the hair by combing it with the lice comb.
b. With the hair flat on the table, take your scissors and cut 3-4 strips of hairs.
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c. Gather hair in a bunch, while pinching towards the end of the cut end of the hairs, brush it
again with the comb. This will remove any hair that will be difficult to tie in.
d. Measure 2 or 2.5 lengths of the hooks for the hair. Then cut the end that you are going to
tie in evenly.

e. If right handed, transfer measurement to the left hand and pinch the fibers together to
make for easier tying.
f. Take 3 loose wraps around the hair, to put in place on the shank.
g. Take subsequent strong wraps around the hair to secure the hair on the hook.
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4. Tie in Brush
a. Take a piece of brush. Tie in the wire end of the brush with the wire facing the eye of the
hook.

b. Advance your thread past the eyes and just behind the eye of the hook.
c. Palmer the brush and make tight wraps towards the eye of the hook. You will pass the
bead chain eyes with generally one wrap of the brush.
d. Tie off the brush by making securing wraps over the brush.
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e. Cut the brush off just after where you have tied your securing wraps.
f. Hold material back and do a couple of wraps behind the eye.
g. Half hitch (optional -secures work if something happens in your whip finish) and whip finish.
h. Glue head with head cement, super glue or UV finish.
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BOARD & VOLUNTEER CONTACTS
Your TWFF Board
Position

Name

Email

President

Dana R. Williams

info@twff.net

VP Fundraising

Adrienne Barnett

fundraising@twff.net

VP Membership

Julie Sieh

membership@twff.net

Treasurer

Britta Hebert

treasurer@twff.net

Secretary

Paula Fink

secretary@twff.net

Trustee

Alex Huffman

trustees@twff.net

Trustee

Cathy Case

trustees@twff.net

Trustee

Christine Murrell

trustees@twff.net

Non-Board TWFF Volunteers:
Joan Swartz, Outings Coordinator, twffoutings@gmail.com
Angela Gaston, Merchandising
Lindsey Reyes, Webmaster
Kelsie Miller, Social Media
Lisa Averbeck, Newsletter
Amy Setter, E-Lines Moderator
Sylvia Garcia, FFI Liaison

Hope to see you soon!

