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A Note from the President Continued...
From Dana R. Williams
I watched Jeanine's video in December, stumbling across it on the United Women on
the Fly Facebook group, and it hit me that TWFF did not have very many women of
color participating. I immediately reached out to Jeanine and asked for her
thoughts on how I could change that. She had been wanting to put together an
initiative to help get African-American women into fly fishing, had encountered
some hurdles trying to do so in Georgia where she had recently moved from to
Texas City, and I immediately offered our help. Jeanine and I hatched up a plan to
host an introductory fly fishing weekend for a small group of African-American
members of Fishanistas.
TWFF provided volunteers and financial support for the event held the weekend of
April 23-25th at Latham Springs Camp and Retreat Center in Aquilla about 30 mins
from Waco. The event was also supported by Texas Parks and Wildlife through
wonderful instruction by TWFF member and TPWD Aquatics Education Specialist
Keira Quam as well as Austin Orr with Elevate Fly Casting. Texas Parks and
Wildlife magazine also sent their photographer and are going to be publishing an
article about Fishanistas and the event in early 2022. Some of the TP&W photos are
included here as well as from Adrienne Barnett.
The TWFF team came together enthusiastically to support this event including
volunteers Adrienne Barnett, Joan Swartz, and Alex Huffman, who helped organize
the event with me, as well Penny Mabie from Fishanistas, an experienced fly fisher
who flew down from Seattle and helped with instruction along with Keira and
Austin. Each Fishanista was paired up with a volunteer for one-on-one assistance
with casting, fly tying, wading, and fishing. Joan created some beautiful fly boxes
with the TWFF and Fishanistas logos as well as gift bags stuffed with goodies. Joan
also contributed wonderful muffins which were a big hit. You can find the recipe in
this edition of Fly Lines. Many thanks also to those who donated flies: Living
Waters, Patti Stoetzner, Linda Leal, Susan Henke, Joan Swartz, and Sheryl
Latham.
Friday night, we did a meet-and-greet and had some fun with some Practicasters
indoor casting tools Keira brought in and tied mop flies led by Keira. One of the
ladies was very tall and so beautiful and energetic in her casting that she reminded
us of casting world champion Joan Wulff! In the morning we started casting with
Austin outdoors and some introduction to fly fishing equipment indoors. Saturday
afternoon we moved out in full waders to the Latham Springs lake which was
wadeable and where all but one of the ladies caught fish. Kudos to Alex Huffman
for helping her participant Montra' Moore catch around 15 fish that afternoon! In
the evening after dinner, the ladies took eagerly to more fly tying and added woolly
bugger to their repetoire - at least two participants reported they wanted to buy
their own vises right away and with such interest, TWFF donated two of our older
fly tying vises to Fishanistas to keep on hand for their events.
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A Note from the President Continued...
Sunday, we had the chance to go out to the Brazos River. It was the first time
the ladies had experienced wading in our beautiful clear Texas rivers, and
though there were a few joking concerns about snakes, the ladies loved the
experience of standing in the flowing water. Fishanistas volunteer Penny Mabie
got the last Fishanista participant onto some fish I helped scout out, and
though the fishing was tougher on the river than on the Latham lake, all ladies
seemed to be enjoying themselves greatly. As the ladies became more
independent, TWFF ladies took to fishing themselves instead of just mentoring,
and Adrienne caught a very nice large freshwater drum while I caught a 15 inch
Guadalupe bass, the biggest warmwater fish of the year for me so far, on a Rio
Bandito I tied. Joan Swartz had two assists with the net. The group ended up the
river time mostly crowded around an incredible hole of giant buffalo, drum,
bass, and maybe some carp in there, a favorite spot of Alex Huffman's. The
participants were amazed at how close those giant fish were to us, clearly
observable in the beautiful Brazos. All of them were conventional anglers but
fly fishing was a whole new world for them.
We wrapped up the weekend with Keira on behalf of Texas Parks and Wildlife
presenting certificates and pins celebrating the participants' achievement in
Basic Fly Fishing.
Overall, I can't express enough how many thanks and kudos the TWFF and
TPWD team received for the weekend from the participants. I was so impressed
with how well they took to fly fishing; though there were some struggles with
trying to get the hang of casting, they persevered and improved over the
weekend. I think the ladies' experience as avid conventional angers really
showed in how they learned fly fishing. For our part, I expressed in our closing
ceremony how the weekend was truly magical for the volunteers just as much as
for the participants. We made several new friends and encouraged the
participants to join TWFF to continue with fly fishing. As a follow-up event,
Gulf Coast members Dani Rose, Brooke Curtis, and Marilyn Childers are setting
up a one-day fly fishing outing with Fishanistas participants closer to the
Houston area where they live on Juneteenth, a special holiday for the AfricanAmerican community in Texas as it commemorates the very late news to
Galveston of the Emancipation Proclamation two years earlier.

Dana R. Williams
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Fishanistas!
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Nueces River Outing Recap April 30 - May 2, 2021
Outing hosts: Julie Sieh and Beverly Gordon

Nueces Outing or Mini-Bud Priddy Contest 2021
The Nueces Outing was held April 30 to May 2 at the Nueces River Cabins and Campground near Camp
Wood, TX. It was a collaboration of the Alamo Fly Fishers Club and our Texas Women Fly Fishers
Club. Due to Covid , the Alamo club was limited in activity so Nick Scarpinato was our contact.
The weather played some scary games as threats of thunderstorms and heavy rainfall came into the
forecast. We had 41 people signed up to attend but as the threat increased we had 6 people cancel. Some
of us were able to fish before the Friday night Mullet Mixer. We each brought our own dinner and
beverage. Our guest speaker, Marcus Rodriguez from Living Waters Fly Shop, presented a lot of good
information to help with fishing the Nueces River. Nick Scarpinato and Alamo Fly Fishers had
arranged
for the speaker.
PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH
Beverly Gordon provided bags with river maps, flies and snack bars in them. We want to give a big
thank you to those that tied flies to give to members. Thank you to Cathy Case (tan hopper), Linda Leal
(brushy creek streamer) and Carol Olewin (yellow foam bug). Also, Sportsmen’s Finest of Bee Cave
donated 25 flies and a $150 gift card to be raffled off at a future outing. Everyone was able to receive 3
flies.
Saturday started out with clouds and we were able to fish until a thunderstorm started about 10am. The
lightning and downpours kept us in until about 1 pm. Everyone went out to fish. The water was still
clear but as the afternoon wore on the water got cloudy and the skies got clear. The access points
provided good ability to wade. No kayaks went out as the weather and water was too uncertain.
Alamo Fly Fishers managed the contest check in. The largest bass was caught by Joan Swartz at 16
inches. Kelsie Miller caught the largest sunfish at 8.5 inches. Christine Murrell won the most fish
with 43 fish. These three ladies received awesome trophies.
Living Waters Fly Shop provided a Fishpond mini fishing pack to be raffled off. It was filled with
leaders, nippers, tippet and a plier. Chris from Alamo Fly Fishers won it but removed the nippers and
had it re-donated for the next person drawn. Julie Sieh won the pack.
Kings Smokehouse in Camp Wood, TX catered the Saturday evening dinner. Meals were individually
boxed for Covid precautions. The brisket, sausage and chicken was served with potato salad and beans.
The pavilion had a nice covered porch and large indoor area. This allowed us to be able to visit and
catch up with friends while being Covid safe. Both Friday and Saturday evenings we had a fire in a
raised fire pit brought by Jan Bates and wood from Brent Blumenthal . S’mores were a treat-but I think
we need a class on appropriate marshmallow toasting!!
The Nueces River area is a beautiful and different landscape. We felt privileged to have our club be
able to gather in this awesome piece of Texas.
Thank you from your hosts,
Julie Sieh and Beverly Gordon
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Photos from the Nueces River Outing
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More photos from the Nueces River Outing
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From the Socials
Don’t forget to share your fishing photos with Kelsie Miller at
kelsie.miller12@gmail.com and keep your eyes peeled for some
exciting social content!

Follow us at @texas_women_fly_fishers on Instagram and
https://www.facebook.com/texaswomen on Facebook.

Membership Update
Membership Chair: Julie Sieh

TWFF Membership Update for June 2021
The membership numbers continue to be great for 2021. We currently have 120
memberships including 88 individual memberships and 32 family memberships.
There have been six new memberships in April and May.
Thank you members,
Julie Sieh, TWFF membership chair
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Upcoming Outings
Outings Coordinator: Joan Swartz, twffoutings@gmail.com

June 11-13 - Lake Athens Fly Fishing Festival - Athens, TX
Host: Natalie Fletcher.
July 8-11, 2021 - Unofficial out of state trip – New Mexico, San Juan River.
Soaring Eagle Lodge. Host: Joan Swartz. Note that at press time a double occupancy
cabin/slot is still available - must take both slots.
Sept 10-12, 2021 – Corpus Christi/Port Aransas
Mustang Island Conference Center (Episcopal church camp with beach access) has
been reserved. Hosts: Angela Gaston and Juanita Escamilla.
September/October – San Saba River - Limited outing tent camping at Low Gear
Farmstead on the near Menard, TX. Host: Dana Williams
November 5-7, 2021 – Broken Bow, OK
Hosts: Tiffany Palmer, Pam Vestal, and Deborah Tepe
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Upcoming - Lake Athens Outing
Freshwater Lake Outing and Challenge
Lake Athens Marina and RV Park
5401 Marina Drive Lake Athens, Texas 75752
Our summer outing is June 11-13 with participation in the 7th Annual Lake Athens Fly Fishing
Festival.
TWFF host for this outing is Natalie Fletcher [903-530-9273, pencows@gmail.com]. Lake Athens Fly
Fishing Festival contact is Johnny Martinez [972-697-7096, johnny2448@gmail.com].
We
safety protocols as required by the marina, RV park, festival staff
P Hwill
O T O be
B Y following
M A R T I N R COVID-19
. SMITH
and/or the State. We ask that folks do not attend if they are sick in the 2 weeks prior to the outing,
if they are in contact with someone with COVID-19, or just coming out of isolation (less than two
weeks). Come join us for fellowship and fishing!
Lake Athens Marina and RV Park is located on picturesque Lake Athens and will be our
headquarters for the weekend. Their website is https://lakeathensmarinatx.com/. This 1,799- acre
spring fed lake is located on FM 2495 and is best known for its largemouth bass. Lake Athens is a
great place to enjoy fishing, as well as watersport activities. There is a general store with soft drinks,
snacks, ice, and boat fuel.
2021 LAKE ATHENS FLY FISHING FESTIVAL
For our summer outing, TWFF will be attending and participating in the 2021 Lake Athens Fly
Fishing Festival, benefitting Project Healing Waters and Casting for Recovery.
The festival features a sunfish and bass fly fishing challenge, a casting contest, casting instruction,
fly tying demos, casting instruction, fly fishing instruction, food, fun and friends!
Registration is now open at Johnnyonthefly.com. The Sunfish Challenge is free and it is $40 to
register for the Big Bass Challenge. All registration fees for the Big Bass Challenge go directly to
Project Healing Waters, so attendees are strongly encouraged to register for the Big Bass Challenge
even if you are not seriously competing. Registration also includes a t-shirt.
LAFFF challenge rules can be found at https://johnnyonthefly.com/lafff-rules
HISTORY OF LAKE ATHENS FLY FISHING FESTIVAL
Here is a brief history and overview of the festival from its founder, Johnny Martinez: The first
Lake Athens Fly Fishing Festival was a simple event with lunch from Danny's BBQ, TFO Rod of
Choice raffle and TFO cap door prizes. There were about 40 anglers from the Dallas, Ft. Worth and
Tyler clubs.
Over the years, our list of sponsors and supporters has grown. With the success of the 2017 event, it
was decided to do something beneficial with this fun event.
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Lake Athens Outing Continued...
During 2015 – 2016, Johnny Walker from Lake Fork had asked me to help as a boat captain for a few
of the Project Healing Waters weekends. As an angler and a patriot, I found it a natural fit and after
some discernment, we adopted this worthy cause as our benefactor.
To date we have raised and donated over $8000 to Project Healing Waters - North Texas. Last year we
added a donation to Casting For Recovery in the form of a raffle that raised about a $1000.
Over the years our activities and attendance have grown. Along with the fly fishing contest we have
added fly tying, fishing demos, exhibits from Texas Parks and Wildlife, casting instructions and a
casting contest as well as some great food and drink.
OTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH
TheP Hcompetitions,
which I call the challenges are meant to be fun and sporting events and there's
always a chance to hook a big one on Lake Athens. On Friday, we hold the Sunfish Challenge in which
anglers are tasked to catch, photo and release and correctly identify five species. On Saturday, anglers
compete in the Big Bass Challenge. Anglers hunt and try to land the biggest bass of the day and
accumulate the longest stringer. Both competitions are catch photo and release and fly-fishing gear
with barbless hooks.

100 % of the entry fees are donated to Project Healing Waters. North Texas.
In 2016 the Big Bass was caught by Michelle Huddleston and we had a two way tie in the longest
stringer challenge between Janet Baca and Kimberly Penick with each landing and reporting 5 fish. The
tie was broken by total inches in which Kimberly won by 4 inches.
In 2016 we split into a boat and small craft divisions because I thought the boats had an advantage but
over the last two years the kayak division has been formidable with the kayaks taking most of the big
prizes.
Lee Kadat from the Lonestar Fly Fishers winning the longest stringer in 2017 and 2018 along with
biggest over all bass in 2018. An added fact, the Lonestar club took 5 of the 6 big prizes in 2018.
OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS
Lodging will not be as a group for this event. Here are some suggested lodging options.
RV Sites
Back-in and pull-thorough RV sites are available at Lake Athens Marina and RV park. There are 56
sites and rates and reservations are available at https://lakeathensmarinatx.com/rates/rv-site- rates.
Headquarters for the weekend will be Natalie’s and Pat‘s RV site - #38

JUNE 2021

Lake Athens Outing Continued...
Hotels and Inns
Best Western
1814 St. Hwy. 31 East
Athens, Texas 75751
903-292-1750
outdoor pool, hot tub, free breakfast
Holiday Inn Express
1119 East Tyler Street
PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH
Athens, Texas 75751 903-675-2500
indoor pool, fitness center, WiFi, free breakfast
Super 8 Wyndham
205 US Hwy 175 West
Athens, Texas 75751 903-675-75751
BBQ grill, WiFi, free breakfast
Victorian Inn
1803 Tx-31
Athens, Texas 75751
903-677-1470
(people say WI doesn’t work, moldy, door broken, etc.)
Stay Express Inc
716 East Tyler Street
Athens, Texas 75751
903-675-5173
offers a bar, outdoor pool, free breakfast
(people say spend your money in a safer and cleaner place)
Air BnB/VRBO
Several are available in the area for rental.
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Learning on the Fly
How to Remove a Hook
This video features a technique for how to
painlessly remove a hook using a piece of
tippet around the bend of the hook while
pressing the eye down. It came in handy at
the Nueces outing!

Keep the Laces on Your Wade Boots Tied

This topic recently came up on the group
chat, so I thought I'd share a tip. Check out
this article by Dan Frasier.

Fly Tying

Matt's Monster Bugger. Try this fly for
largemouth bass.
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BOARD & VOLUNTEER CONTACTS
Your TWFF Board
Position

Name

Email

President

Dana R. Williams

info@twff.net

VP Fundraising

Adrienne Barnett

fundraising@twff.net

VP Membership

Julie Sieh

membership@twff.net

Treasurer

Britta Hebert

treasurer@twff.net

Secretary

Paula Fink

secretary@twff.net

Trustee

Alex Huffman

trustees@twff.net

Trustee

Cathy Case

trustees@twff.net

Trustee

Christine Murrell

trustees@twff.net

Non-Board TWFF Volunteers:
Joan Swartz, Outings Coordinator, twffoutings@gmail.com
Angela Gaston, Merchandising
Lindsey Reyes, Webmaster
Kelsie Miller, Social Media
Lisa Averbeck, Newsletter
Amy Setter, E-Lines Moderator
Sylvia Garcia, FFI Liaison

Hope to see you soon!

