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               We are finishing up trout season on the Guadalupe

River as water temperatures warm and will soon make trout

fishing, even catch and release, hard on our fishy friends. I

had a great season and was much improved in my third

season, reaching a high of 15 trout in a day to replace last

year's record of 7, but still I came home the last time out with a

big fat ZERO, the second time I was skunked this cycle. The

water was very low this year, the crowds were epic due to the

pandemic, and fishing was outstanding early on from

Thanksgiving into January getting much tougher as the season

wound on and the trout became more "educated." 

Trout Unlimited names the Guad as a Top 100 Trout Stream in

the country, and the Guad is the southernmost trout fishery as

well in the US. The Guadalupe River Trout Unlimited (GRTU)-

stocked trout are large and plentiful and supplemented by the

state stockings every week of smaller fish. My one regret this

season was that due to the low flows, I had almost no chance

to use the euronymphing style I so much enjoyed last season

which works out much better in fast water.
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We had a wonderful time at our March outing at Latham Springs thanks to the efforts of hosts

Cathy Case and LaJan Barnes, and I got to try out some white bass fishing during their brief

"run" period on the Nolan as well as fishing the Brazos and the fishy lake on site. Next we will

turn to our May outing at the crystal clear and remote Nueces River near Camp Wood and a

scaled-down Bud Priddy tournament with Alamo Fly Fishers. This event was cancelled in 2020

but if you remember in 2019, TWFF cleaned up and won the majority of the trophies as

compared to the Alamo Fly Fishers - I was a proud Mama President that day for sure!

As we move deeper into warmwater (bass, sunfish, carp, gaspergou, etc) fishing, think about

practicing your casting. I find especially with bass accuracy in casting can be critically

important. Once it gets really hot, they will often be exclusively under the shade of trees along

the banks, and being able to cast under trees and also very close to the bank can make a big

difference in your catch rate. You don't have to necessarily cast far - short, accurate casts will

often do the trick. I personally have set a goal to win one of the Bud Priddy trophies for the

first time, as last year I lost what I think would have been the 2nd place Biggest Bass fish about

15 inches or so due to a stupid mistake trying to bring the fish in across and against a very

strong current. I learned that lesson well through the heartbreak and will get out there and try

again. Fly fishing can be challenging with such a steep learning curve but keep getting out on

the water, and I promise you will enjoy it more as you progress. Look forward to seeing you

April 30 on the Nueces!

A Note from the President Continued...
From Dana R. Williams
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Dana R. Williams
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Our Very Own Trailblazer! 
Dana R. Williams featured in Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine, April 2021 Issue

http://www.twff.net/


P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

The Latham Springs outing was a huge success! Everyone caught fish and had a great

time. We had a grand total of 29 in attendance. The weather was great albeit with a

little wind. Folks fished the on-site ponds, the Brazos, the Nolan, and the Bosque Rivers

– all with huge success. 

We fished from kayaks in the rivers and ponds, as well as fishing from the bank and

wading. The fish were biting all day. We caught crappie, bass, bluegill, and sand bass

also known as white bass. Some reported catching 60+ sand bass from the Bosque River

with the guide Pat Vanek. Joan Swartz caught her first warm water fish, so I’m sure she

will be back for more. Those in attendance ranges from first time fly fishers (welcome,

Annette Stegemoeller!), beginners, to all skill levels. Folks traveled near and far

(Houston peeps) to get out of the house and do some catching.

Folks tied flies, won raffle items, bought some TWFF merchandise, explored the trail

down to the Brazos, and met with new and old friends. Cathy Case decided the fish

would bite before sunrise, so she started fishing in the dark predawn; however, the fish

didn’t bite until we could see some daylight. Then they turned on like gang busters

hitting poppers and anything top water.

The guide raffles winners were Cathy, Dani, Sheryl, and Carol! I’m not sure how Sheryl

and Carol have rigged the guide raffles since they have both won the guided raffle trips

during the last two to three events, but somehow they keep winning! We raised enough

money during the guide raffle to pay for the guide, but Pat decided not to take his whole

fee. Thank you to Pat Vanek for an excellent guide trip and presentation. TWFF

President, Dana, revealed our new TWFF logo on a big sheet cake for all to enjoy as we

celebrated our 20th anniversary! We had a great time around the fire on Friday and

Saturday nights telling of the day’s adventures. Thank you for all the attendees for

making it a huge success and fun for all.

Our best, 

LaJan Barnes and Cathy Case

 

Latham Springs Outing Recap March 12-14, 2021
Outing hosts:  LaJan Barnes and Cathy Case 
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Photos from the Latham Springs  Outing
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More Photos from the Latham Springs  Outing
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Even More Photos from the Latham Springs  Outing!
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From the Socials
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The club uses GroupMe, a Microsoft product, for member communication. When I joined TWFF a

year ago, this was my first-time using GroupMe. Ironically, I was a bit skeptical, as it was a new

technology to me. For those of you using GroupMe, you know that I regularly participate in group

conversation. (Despite working for the publisher, I had no idea that GroupMe was a Microsoft

product until writing this!)

If you have not had a chance to download the GroupMe app, they have a version for Apple,

Android, Windows and the web. You can find instructions at their website: GroupMe | Group text

messaging with GroupMe. 

The club has created five GroupMe chat groups. The main group is the Texas Women Fly Fishers,

which includes all of the members of the club that are participating in the GroupMe chat. And then

there are four regional groups: Austin, DFW, San Antonio, and Houston. The purpose of the

regional groups is for members in an area to talk about events at fly shops and organize local

fishing outings. I personally belong to both Houston and DFW, since I am between both cities. (I

hate to admit it, but I know that Austin is having more fun!)

You can also use GroupMe to direct message any member that is participating without needing their

cell phone number. That saves you a trip to the member directory! 

There are a couple of settings that will help make your life easier with GroupMe. I personally have

my iPhone set to Do Not Disturb after 10 PM. As such, I do not receive any notifications from the

app after this time. (Click here for Android Do Not Disturb instructions or click here for Apple Do

Not Disturb instructions.) 

If you want to change notification settings on the application itself, you can find those instructions

here: Can I mute notifications per group or can I mute all groups at once? - Office Support

(microsoft.com). Changing notifications at the application level is a good option, if you do not want

to set do not disturb on your phone. 

Additionally, I do not have the group messages being sent to my text messages. Since I have access

to the application, I see no reason to do both. Under the settings for the application, you can either

push notifications to your text messages or turn them off. 

I hope this helps you get the most out of GroupMe! 

Dani Rose

 

GroupMe User Guide

http://www.twff.net/
https://groupme.com/en-US/
https://support.google.com/android/answer/9069335?hl=en%23:~:text=1%2520Open%2520your%2520phone%2527s%2520Settings%2520app.%25202%2520Tap,more%2520info%252C%2520contact%2520your%2520device%2520manufacturer.%2520See%2520More
https://support.apple.com/guide/iphone/set-do-not-disturb-iph5c3f5b77b/ios%23:~:text=1%2520Go%2520to%2520Settings%2520%253E%2520Do%2520Not%2520Disturb.,number%2520to%2520come%2520through%2520for%2520emergencies.%2520See%2520More
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/can-i-mute-notifications-per-group-or-can-i-mute-all-groups-at-once-ddce222f-ee4e-4254-87a8-e3b180e361c8#ID0EABAAA=Windows


Membership Update
Membership Chair: Julie Sieh 
siehje@hotmail.com - 254-541-4458

Thank you for everyone that has renewed their TWFF 2021 membership. There are currently 113

individual and family memberships. Our total at the end of 2020 was only 1 more at 114!!

Fantastic! There are 30 family and 83 single memberships at this time. There have been 22 new

members join since the start of 2021.

LaJan Barnes and I have worked together on the TWFF 2021 Directory which came out by email

in March. I hope you find it useful. It is for finding fishing buddies and travel partners to outings.

Remember it is not for solicitation or any non- TWFF uses. Those joining after the March cut off

may not be in the directory. We may do an update later in the year but no promises.

 

So excited to see everyone in person fishing again! 

Julie Sieh, TWFF membership chair

 

 

 

Follow us at @texas_women_fly_fishers on Instagram and

https://www.facebook.com/texaswomen on Facebook.
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Don’t forget to share your fishing photos with Maura Zingsheim (maurazing@gmail.com) and

keep your eyes peeled for some exciting social content!

Socials continued... 

https://www.instagram.com/texas_women_fly_fishers
https://www.facebook.com/texaswomen
https://www.instagram.com/texas_women_fly_fishers
https://www.facebook.com/texaswomen
https://www.facebook.com/texaswomen
http://www.twff.net/


 

April 30-May 2nd, 2021 – Camp Wood, TX

Nueces River Bud Priddy Tournament (Sat the 1st) co-hosted by Alamo Fly Fishers. TWFF hosts are

Julie Sieh and Beverly Gordon. 

June 12-14 - Lake Athens Fly Fishing Festival - Athens, TX

Host: Natalie Fletcher. A second host is welcome to assist. 

July 8-11, 2021 - Unofficial out of state trip –  New Mexico, San Juan River. Soaring Eagle Lodge.

Host: Joan Swartz.

Sept 10-12, 2021 – Corpus Christi/Port Aransas

Mustang Island Conference Center (Episcopal church camp with beach access) has been reserved.

Hosts: Angela Gaston and Juanita Escamilla. 

October – Tentative unofficial outing camping at Low Gear Farmstead on the San Saba River near

Menard, TX. Dana Williams is point of contact.

November 5-7, 2021 – Broken Bow

Hosts: Tiffany Palmer, Pam Vestal, and Deborah Tepe

Upcoming Outings 
Outings Coordinator: Joan Swartz, twffoutings@gmail.com
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TWFF Outings
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P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

TWFF hosts for this outing are Julie Sieh [ Siehje@hotmail.com / 254-541-4458 ] and Beverly Gordon

[ Bgordon777@austin.rr.com / 214-336-1094 ].

TWFF headquarters will be at Nueces River Campground and Cabins Resort (formerly known as Big

Oak River Camp). Nueces River Campground and Cabins is located approximately 4 miles south of

Camp Wood, TX and 38 miles north of Uvalde on Highway 55 (see map below).

We will be following COVID-19 safety protocols as required by the campground and local/state

authorities. We ask that folks do not attend if they are sick in the two weeks prior to the outing, if

they are in contact with someone with COVID-19, or just coming out of isolation (less than two

weeks).

Any meetings will require masks and practicing social distancing as best as possible.

You can get more information at https://www.nuecesriverrv.com or calling (830) 597-5280.

Upcoming - Nueces River Outing 
T e x a s  W o m e n  F l y  F i s h e r s  a n d  A l a m o  F l y  F i s h e r s
N u e c e s  O u t i n g  a n d  M i n i  B u d  P r i d d y  T o u r n a m e n t

N u e c e s  R i v e r  –  A p r i l  3 0 t h  –  M a y  2 n d ,  2 0 2 1
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Nueces River Outing Continued...
ACCOMODATIONS

Our TWFF headquarters will be at Nueces River Campground and Cabins Resort. The large pavilion and

surrounding area outside are available for all our social gatherings. 

The address is:

32598 SH 55

Camp Wood, TX 78833

1 and 2 bedroom cabins, RV sites and tent sites are available. Please go to https://www.nuecesriverrv.com to look

at the choices for housing/camping. It is recommended that you call for a reservation at 830-597-5280.

Checkout is 11:00 AM.

Please tell them you are with the TWFF group so we get credit towards pavilion. They will also try to put us

together.

If you need a roommate, please post a request on the TWFF GroupMe or contact Joan at twffoutings@gmail.com.

NOTE: YOU MUST BRING YOUR OWN LINENS (SHEETS, PILLOW CASES, AND TOWELS).

Some other possible accommodations in the area:

• The Woodbine Inn - Camp Wood (830) 597-2310

• Mill Wheel on the Nueces - near Camp Wood (830) 597-4411

• Arrowhead Lodging - near Camp Wood (830) 598-4421

• Wes Cooksey Park (RV and Tent Sites) - near Camp Wood (830) 597-3223

• Caulk Bluff - 15 miles south Camp Wood (830) 278-5515

• River Bluff Cabins - near Leakey (830) 232-5775

• Hampton Inn - Uvalde - (830) 278-1300

• Holiday Inn Express - Uvalde - (830) 278-7300

FOOD, GROCERIES AND SUPPLIES

There is only one grocery/convenience store in Camp Wood. Ice and groceries may be purchased at the Get N Go

- Shamrock Gasoline Station. There is also a Family Dollar in town.

Those arriving through Uvalde might consider stopping here for supplies.

Those traveling from the north or west might consider stopping in Junction or Kerrville.

Saturday night dinner will be catered by King's Smokehouse of Camp Wood. During registration, you will have

the option to 2 of the three meats: brisket, sausage or a leg quarter of chicken. Potato salad, beans, sliced bread,

BBQ sauce, onions and pickles will be provided. Please bring you own beverages.

NOTE: PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR FOR DINNER SEATING.
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Nueces River Outing Continued...

A P R I L  2 0 2 1 T W F F . N E T

THE RIVER AND FISHING

The river is home to Guadalupe and largemouth bass, catfish, sunfish, and Rio Grande perch.

The River - There are over 15 crossings on the river which makes it an easy put in and out with a

kayak. Also, this river is great for wade fishing with the ability to drive to these easy accesses with

parking. There is a Bud Priddy River Crossing map with crossing details attached.

Here is a link (http://southwestpaddler.com/docs/nueces.html) to a river map along with other local

information. It is a bit out dated and some of the businesses are no longer operating, but the river map

will be helpful to get orientated.

Additional maps of the river will be provided at the Mullet Mixer. If you have the book Fly-Fishing the

Texas Hill Country, by Kevin Hutchison, the section on the Nueces River gives detailed information for

12 river crossing between Barksdale and Uvalde.

There is access to the river at Nueces River Campground and Cabins Resort. There is a small lake

above the dam and can be accessed by kayak at Wes Cooksey Park for a day fee.

Kayaks - Options for renting a kayak on your own is in either Leakey at Josh’s Landing (830) 232-

6292 or in Concan at Andy’s (830) 232-444.

EQUIPMENT

Personal Gear - Hat, sunscreen, water bottle, waders and boots or wading shoes (check the weather, but

water may still be cold), rain gear, quick dry clothes, sun gloves, warm clothes (nights may be chilly),

camera, binoculars (birding and wildlife), swimsuit (for the pool), and DON’T FORGET BED LINENS

AND TOWELS!

Fishing Gear – Texas fishing license; 5, 6, and 7 weight rods with compatible reels. Tie on some heavy

fluorocarbon or monofilament leader and 2x tippet. More adventurous members can try a 3 or 4 weight

rod with 5x or 6x tippet.

Recommended Flies - Miss Prissy, Cypert’s minnow, clouser minnows, foam bugs, jig head nymphs,

wooly buggers and just about any small popper.

If you are up for a really big challenge and are after that prize winner giant bass, bring an 8 wt rod as

these big flies may bring you luck - Pat Cohen's jiggy craw, pucker lips, block foam poppers, frog

patterns, and meat whistle.

http://www.twff.net/
http://southwestpaddler.com/docs/nueces.html


Nueces River Outing Continued...
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OUTING FEES

We will be collecting outing fees for the weekend as follows:

• Adult Weekend - $25

• Adult Weekend without Dinner - $10

• Adult Friday Only - $10

• Adult Saturday Only with Dinner - $15

• Adult Saturday Only without Dinner - $10

• Child Weekend - $15

• Child Friday Only – No Fee

• Child Saturday Only with Dinner - $15

• Child Saturday Only without Dinner – No Fee

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT

Registration is with our new Google Form process. The registration deadline is April 22nd!

Upon submitting the form, you will receive an email confirmation with your selections, and the total

cost of your outing. There is a direct link to PayPal in the confirmation email. You should be able to

pay with PayPal funds or a credit/debit card.

If you choose to not pay by PayPal or credit/debit card, please contact Britta Hebert, TWFF Treasurer,

at 210-831-9509.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR NUECES OUTING!!!!

You will actually register for the outing with the above link. If you experience difficulties, please email

twffoutings@gmail.com or call/text Joan at 512-694-0737.

http://www.twff.net/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdN96p3WbLn23EFGQ2NTd3vlPFBY8JPh3KhBfApXleKGZ_FIQ/viewform
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Learning on the Fly 

Take a Class
 

Learn How To Organize Your Fly Box

 

Watch this video and learn how to tie a clouser

minnow in time for the Nueces River trip! 

 

 Yikes! Read the How to Organize Your Fly

Box blog post from United Women on The

Fly for suggestions on how to organize your

fly boxes.

Fly Tying
 

http://www.twff.net/
https://youtu.be/rEdjkoz_k8U
https://uwotf.com/blog/how-to-organize-your-fly-box/


A P R I L  2 0 2 1 T W F F . N E T

Update on Winter Storm Fisheries Impact 
 Austin Fly Fishers - March 2021 

 

A month ago, I wrote about the potential epic winter storm bearing down on the state. Little did I know at

the time just how bad the ramifications of the storm would be for many Texans. During the storm, I saw

reports from friends and family who were snowed in and struggling without power or other necessities of

life. Even though many people were reasonably prepared, I doubt any of us could have imagined just how

bad it would get. We were fortunate at our house; we only lost cable and internet service for a few days.

Apparently my street is on the same power line as a local hospital so we were spared when power had to be

cut to so many homes and businesses. And if the storm wasn’t bad enough, the aftermath brought busted

pipes, water service issues, damaged property, and dead outdoor plants. 

Unfortunately, damage to property isn’t the only negative result of the frigid storm. As is usually the case

when extremely cold weather makes it to the Gulf coast, our saltwater fisheries sustained a major fish kill.

Many saltwater fish cannot survive cold water temperatures, and unless they can find deep warmer water,

they will perish. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife estimates that a minimum of 3.8 million fish died as a result of the cold water

temperatures along the entire coast. That’s a lot of fish, 91 percent of which were non-recreational species

such as hardhead catfish, pinfish, mullet, and other baitfish. While not necessarily desirable to catch, these

fish are important to the saltwater ecosystem and provide forage for the fish we generally seek as

fishermen. Of the recreational fish that were lost, nine percent of the total, spotted seatrout or “specks” and

black drum took the brunt of the damage with 48% and 31% of the count, respectively. A frequent target of

fly fishers, red drum or “redfish”, accounted for three percent of the recreational fish that were killed. Doing

the math, that means approximately 10,000 redfish were lost. While I hate to see any damage to the coastal

fisheries, that’s perhaps not as bad as I had feared. I have to believe that’s a small fraction of the number of

redfish retained by fishermen during a typical year so recovery may not take as long for some species.

The damage was not uniform along the Texas coast. The Upper and Lower Laguna Madre from Corpus

Christi to Port Isabel sustained the highest fish kill. These bay systems are the most shallow along the coast,

and also offer fish relatively few passes to the safety of warm Gulf waters which may explain the higher

mortality. Of all the specks that died, 89 percent were in the Upper and Lower Laguna Madre. Black drum

took a beating in the Upper Laguna Madre with 65 percent of the statewide total counted there. 

TPWD will continue to monitor fish populations along the coast as they always do and report on the

continuing effects of the killer temperatures. They may also need to adjust regulations to help protect the

remaining fish while the populations rebuild. It’s encouraging to note that this fish kill, based on early

estimates, does not appear to be as devastating as a couple of similar events in the 1980s which took two to

three years each to recover from. That’s good news considering how sensitive the fishery is to these events. 

Extra attention to conservation will be necessary to give the fishery an opportunity to rebound as quickly as

possible. Of course, fly fishers as a general group are much more inclined than most to practice catch and

release so that continued behavior will serve the state’s saltwater resources well.

David Bush, President - Austin Fly Fishers

http://www.twff.net/


BOARD & VOLUNTEER CONTACTS
 

 

N o n - B o a r d  T W F F  V o l u n t e e r s :

Joan Swartz, Outings Coordinator, twffoutings@gmail.com

Angela Gaston, Merchandising

Lindsey Reyes, Webmaster

Maura Zingsheim, Social Media

Lisa Averbeck, Newsletter

Amy Setter, E-Lines Moderator

Sylvia Garcia, FFI Liaison

Your TWFF Board

Position Name Email

President Dana R. Williams info@twff.net

VP Fundraising Adrienne Barnett fundraising@twff.net

VP Membership Julie Sieh membership@twff.net

Treasurer Britta Herbert treasurer@twff.net

Secretary Paula Fink secretary@twff.net

Trustee Alex Huffman trustees@twff.net

Trustee Cathy Case trustees@twff.net

Trustee Christine Murrell trustees@twff.net

Hope to see you soon!
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