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Message from the
President - Dana Williams

Texas Women Fly Fishers enjoyed a great May 3-5 outing to Camp Wood and the Nueces River. The Nueces
has the clearest water in Texas and beautiful hill country
scenery, and the water clarity didn’t seem to be affected
by the rains before and one evening of the outing. Our
outing was held in conjunction with Alamo Fly Fishers
24th annual Bud Priddy Any Fly Tournament, which was
Upcoming TWFF Outings:
a big success. The tournament had incredible prizes including Yeti coolers for 1st place as well as Orvis $100
June 7-9 - San Gabriel/Brushy Creek
gift cards and Fishpond gear as well as some door
August - Potential Outing TBD
prizes. We raised $195 for Casting for Recovery through
October 11-13 Port Aransas, TX
fly sales as well as the year-long raffle for a TFO rod
November 1-3 Broken Bow, OK.
combo and 3 mini-raffles for that weekend only. The best
part of the outing, though, was listening to President
Website: www.twff.net
Walter Ross of the Alamo Fly Fishers laughingly lamentFacebook! Texas Women Fly Fishers
ing the fact that the TWFF ladies were winning all the troTweet Us on Twitter: TWFF@TWFF
phies compared to the mostly male Alamo Fly Fishers.
GroupMe: Texas Women Fly Fishers
Congratulations to our TWFF winners: Julia Bell,
during outings.
2nd place Biggest Bass with 14.5” smallmouth and would
have been 3rd place Biggest Perch but withdrew to allow
Calling all writers, fly tyers, photos
husband Cody Bell to move up from 4th place to 3rd place
from TWFF outings or personal phord
tos from your personal fly fishing ad- with a 9” Rio Grande Cichlid; DebbiendWilliams, 3 place
Biggest Bass at 13.5”, Janet Baca, 2 place Biggest
ventures!!!
Don’t forget to keep track of your sum- Perch at 9.25”. TWFF members did not place in Most
Fish Caught but a few had 50+ fish caught. I was really
mer fun and send me photos for end
proud of how our members competed.
of summer newsletter.
I am so happy to report we have a new TWFF secrePlease submit to LaJan directly.
tary, Paula Fink, of Bryan, Texas.
(cont’d pg. 2)
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San Gabriel/Brushy Creek Outing - June 7-9
When: June 7-9, 2019
Where: Round Rock, Texas.
Rivers: June San Gabriel/Brushy Creek
Outing Hostesses: Julie Sieh or Marilyn Young
Contact Information: Carol Olewin, twffoutingcoordinator@yahoo.com
Mullet Mixer: Friday night June 7, 6:30-9 PM. Living Waters Fly Shop, 103 North Brown Street,
Round Rock, Texas 78664
We will be fly fishing on Brushy Creek in Round Rock for bass, sunfish, and cichlids. There will be
no club fee for this outing as we have no charge for use of the fly shop or the meeting room with our
dinner on Saturday night. You will need to make and pay for your own overnight accommodations,
lunches, and meal on Saturday night, plus any gear you wish to purchase. We may pass a collection
for tips for the guides.
There is also fishing on the San Gabriel River to check out. The access points are noted below if
you want to fish on Friday.
It should be an outing where we can help each other with fishing, especially helping ournewer members. Please let us know if we can help you.
Headquarters and Friday night Mullet Mixer will be at the: Living Waters Fly Fishing
103 North Brown Street
Round Rock, Texas 78664
(512) 828-3474 — Fly Shop and Guide Service
Owners: Chris and Emily Johnson
TWFF Weekend Schedule
Friday – June 7
Fish with other members or schedule a guide for the day.
6 PM - start congregating at Living Waters Fly Shop. They will be able to assist you with any rigging
or fly purchases. No alcohol is permitted at the shop.
7 PM Mullet Mixer potluck dinner will start. Please bring your favorite dish ready to share, or bring a
bag of chips or cookies. Water and tea will be available. There are places to plug in small appliances if needed.
7:15 PM Chris Johnson, owner of Living Waters Fly Shop, and longtime supporter and friend of
TWFF will give a presentation on “Fishing the local rivers”. He is always an awesome speaker and
exudes excitement about the sport and the area. It will be very informative.
Chris plans to give each member a map of Brushy Creek with access points described and shown.
9 PM Plan to conclude the Mullet Mixer. Please, if you are doing any shopping at the store; make
those purchases before our 7 PM dinner so his staff can leave for the day.

(cont’d pg. 3)

Message from the President (cont’d)

Her bio and photo are available later in this issue. Thank you, Paula, for thoughtfully considering
stepping up.
Next up on the busy Spring agenda is the Round Rock outing centered around owner Chris Johnson’s Living Waters fly shop and Brushy Creek/San Gabriel River June 7-9th. I look forward to seeing
those of you we did not catch on the Nueces, and I look forward to sleeping in my own bed in Austin
this weekend after a lot of recent travel. Tight lines, Dana
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San Gabriel/Brushy Creek Outing - June 7-9 (cont’d)
Saturday, June 8:
7:00 AM This is early, but with the summer heat it makes fishing more comfortable. Plan to meet at
the fly shop unless new information is given the night before. Please find a fishing buddy that morning or before. Chris will tell us the night before where two of his staff members will be stationed on
the Brushy Creek. They will not be a guide to a specific group but will be strategically placed so they
can help members with casting or finding fish. We hope to have a method to communicate so if anyone is having issues, someone can get to them to help. The goal is to have everyone get some fish
on the line. If you would like help with rigging or casting there will be help from members at the fly
shop Saturday morning 7:30 am to 9:30 am. Please let us know if this something you would like to
partake in by noting on your registration that you would like help. Or find Julie Sieh or Marilyn Young
the Friday evening to let us know.
People will most likely fish most of the day. Make sure and take breaks for food and water. Fishing
in the summer can deplete you easily.
OPEN to the public HOURS of THE FLY SHOP (9 AM—6 PM): The upstairs of the fly shop will be
available for our club. We will have water and snacks available. They will have the shop’s fly tying
vices out so we can tie flies. Take a break or visit each other.
6:30 PM Dinner and meeting at Pok-E-Jos BBQ restaurant meeting room. Location:
1150 N IH-35, Round Rock, TX 78681, (512) 388-7578, www.pokejos.com
Everyone will purchase their own food by going through the service line. Then go to the meeting
room near the front windows. You may want to check out their website menu. They do have limited
beer available.
We will eat and hear about the day’s adventures, followed by a short business meeting.
Sunday, June 9:
No scheduled timeline. Enjoy the area fishing.
Brushy Creek-Round Rock, TX (taken from Living Waters website)
The often overlooked and seldom fly fished Brushy Creek can produce some of our most memorable days of fishing. This little creek runs right through the heart of Round Rock and in fact bears the
city’s namesake, a large round rock anchored securely to the limestone creek bed. This rock was
used as a landmark on the Chisholm Trail during the pioneer days. The iconic rock designated a
safe place to ford the creek and even today the solid limestone streambed bears wagon wheel ruts
of times past. Brushy Creek has a rich history and its future looks great considering the amount of
park land and greenbelt that makes up its banks.
This is our “home water” and we now have the privilege of not only guiding the creek, but
also operating a fly shop just mere seconds from its cool, clear water! Unlike most rivers throughout
the Texas hill country, Brushy Creek fishes more like a cold water trout stream than a warm water
bass creek. This one fact gives little Brushy Creek a very special place in the hearts of many local
fly fishers. Brushy’s bass and sunfish key in on insect hatches with amazing regularity and believe it
or not it there are days where you can almost time the hatch to the minute! The creek is always
changing and its fish are always keyed in on some sort of prey — matching the hatch and enjoying a
day of fishing Brushy Creek is always a pleasure.
(cont’d pg. 4)
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San Gabriel/Brushy Creek Outing - June 7-9 (cont’d)
What to Bring
Recommended Tackle and Gear
6-8 foot, 2-4 weight fly rod ( 5/6 wt are also fine if that is what you have)
Any fly rod in the length and weight range listed above should be more than adequate for all species
of fish we will be targeting. The rule for Brushy Creek is eight foot and under, anything longer will for
the most part be too long to cast in tight areas of the creek.
2-4 weight fly reel with a smooth drag. The reel is mainly just a place to store the fly line that is
not in use; however, when a big fish latches onto your fly and runs for the next county you will be
glad for high quality drag!
Felt or good rubber soled wading boots
Brushy Creek has a solid limestone streambed mixed with limestone gravel in many places. Either
sole will work fine — with the advent of rubber soles some have boot manufacturers have done very
well some not so much. Make sure the boots have a somewhat aggressive tread pattern so that you
will not slip on the transitions from mud to rock. (We use Simms Streamtread soles) WADING
STICK IS RECOMMENDED TO MAINTAIN BALANCE AND CHECK ON WATER DEPTH.
Wet wading socks – preferably neoprene (warmer months)
This single item can make a huge difference when fishing Brushy Creek. The neoprene wet wading
socks that I use act as a barrier against sand and gravel and they add cushion to every step. Layer
the socks for additional effectiveness and comfort. (We use Simms Guard socks as an outer layer
with their standard Neoprene sock as an inner layer). Call the fly shop at (512) 828-FISH if you have
any questions regarding this setup. (We use Simms Guard socks as an outer layer with their standard Neoprene sock as an inner layer).
Polarized Sunglasses with amber or copper lenses — gray is better than nothing but with the
fish will be easier to see with amber or copper lenses. (We use Costa del Mar glasses with copper
and amber lenses)
Waders (cooler months only)
In cooler water and weather temperatures we do recommend wearing a good pair of breathable
waders. Neoprene waders quite frankly get too hot for most of the fishing we do.
Brushy Creek Access Points
North Fork – Largely Inaccessible/Privately Owned

South Fork
1. Brushy Creek Sports Park – Located along Brushy Creek road just west of Parmer Lane. This is
where the South Fork of Brushy Creek flows into Brushy Creek Lake. The wading downstream is
difficult and not worth the effort, but upstream is amazing - albeit tight and brushy. It is hard fishing,
but it is loaded with bass, carp, rios, and panfish! Some of the finest true, small stream fishing
around! Any rod that is longer than 7ft will be difficult to fish.
2. Brushy Creek Lake Park – A large soil conservation lake, located along Brushy Creek Road at
the Parmer Lane intersection. The lake is full of big bass, crappie, and sunfish. There is a kayak
launch at the dam. We enjoy fishing hairbugs against the bank for the larger bass! There is also a
fair amount of bank access and we have had some customers report some great sunfish popper action along the park bank.
(cont’d pg. 5)
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San Gabriel/Brushy Creek Outing - June 7-9 (cont’d)
3. Champion Park – This park offers some of the best shots at big bass and carp on Brushy Creek.
The bank access is limited and wading can be a bit difficult, but the rewards can be well worth the
effort.
Main Creek
1. Hairy Man Road – Don’t ask how it got its name – we don’t want to know. However, there are
multiple “pull outs” on the north side (creek side) of the road. Simply pull off the road, park, and hop
in the creek!
2. Round Rock Parks - Chisholm Crossing Park, Memorial Park, and Rabb Park – All of which
have great creek access and are located in Round Rock.
a. Chisholm Crossing Park – Access to the creek at the Chisholm Trail Bridge just a short walk north
along the sidewalk. There is actually a fair amount of bank access from here downstream to Memorial Park.
b. Memorial Park – From immediately downstream of the Chisholm Trail crossing to just below IH-35
is considered Memorial Park. Great bank fishing and easy walking!
c. Rabb Park – Harder entry to the water, but easy parking with a walking trail that runs along the
creek. Big Rio Grande Cichlids are present with plenty of Guadalupe Bass and sunfish as well.

San Gabriel River Access Points
North Fork
1. 183 in Liberty Hill – Just before bridge on east side of 183, turn onto small dirt road. Immediately
on the left there is a well-used two track, dirt road leading to the river. Wade fishing is available up
and downstream.
2. Ronald Reagan Blvd – On west side of bride crossing (north side of river) is a dirt two track that
leads down to the river. Path to the river is right after the guardrail ends.
3. Tejas Camp/CR 258 – There is a low water bridge with a public, primitive camp area on the other
side. There is ample parking and great wade fishing in both directions. Water downstream eventually becomes too deep to wade as Lake Georgetown is a couple miles down from crossing. There is
a trailhead in the campground that follows the river downstream toward lake.
South Fork
1. 183 Crossing – Headed south on 183 (north side of the river) take a right onto Talon Grasp Trail
and then take an immediate left on to River Run. In roughly 500 feet there is a dirt turn off on the left
that provides access/parking down to the river. There is wade fishing above and below this crossing.
Interestingly enough, there are three-toed dinosaur tracks in the clay/limestone bank shortly upstream on the left.
2. Ronald Reagan Crossing – Headed southbound on Ronald Reagan Blvd., (north side of river)
just before the crossing, there is a small pullout on the right that is good for parking. Simply walk
down to the river from your vehicle – roughly 100 yards. There is wade fishing up and down stream.
However, some of the water a ways downstream may be impassable due to depth. It is home to
some BIG bass though!
3. IH-35 Crossing – There is a shopping center by the name of Wolf Ranch at the corner of IH-35
and Highway 29. In the very southeast corner of the shopping center parking lot there is a sidewalk
that ends in a small footpath to the river. The footpath goes right beside the IH-35 bridge and
straight to the river. There is excellent wade fishing in both directions. Upstream eventually ends in
deep water that is impassable, but downstream eventually feeds into the upper reaches of Blue Hole
Park past the Hwy 29 bridge.
(cont’d pg. 6)
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San Gabriel/Brushy Creek Outing - June 7-9 (cont’d)
3 (cont’d) If you fish downstream, don’t fish much downstream of the power lines that cross the
river. The river stays shallow for a long distance and is largely unproductive, except for a few small,
deeper holes.
4. Blue Hole – A small public park in Georgetown with bank access to the South Fork. Normally,
packed with swimmers and families in the afternoon. The park can fish well early before the public
shows up! Downstream of the park stays narrow and FAST so fishing is spotty at best until the convergence with the North Fork at San Gabriel Park
Guide Services: Guide Services available through: http://livingwatersflyfishing.com/
Accommodations
There are multiple hotels, Airbnb, and motels in the area. Being in a city the prices are high but can
be reduced by sharing accommodations.
Round Rock Hotel List – all very close to downtown Round Rock. Please make reservations as
soon as possible using Priceline or online discount website for best price as rooms are booking up
fast as there are several events in town that weekend.
1. Comfort Suites 512-244-2700 2 queens + sofa bed $134-$153 free breakfast
2. Sleep Inn 512-246-6000 2 kings + sofa bed $93-$112 free breakfast
3. Holiday Inn Express 512-246-7000 2 queens + sofa $134-$152 + $8/2 breakfast
4. Tru by Hilton 512-248-8442 2 queens $112-$122 free breakfast
5. Hilton Garden Inn 512-341-8200 2 queens $135-$150 breakfast included or extra
6. Candlewood Suites 512-828-0899 1 queen + sofa $106 no breakfast, kitchen
7. Extended Stay, 2 in Round Rock, north 512-671-7872 $54 no breakfast, kitchen
Other possible accommodations:
Camping: Camping at Lake Georgetown-Army Corp of Engineers
Reservations for campsites can be made through (877) 444-6777 or www.recreation.gov .
Cedar Breaks Park, Jim Hogg Park, Russell Park, and Tejas Camp at Lake Georgetown are open
year around from 6:00 am - 10:00 pm seven days a week. Cedar Breaks Park has 64 sites with approximately two-thirds being heavily wooded. Jim Hogg Park has 148 sites with approximately onehalf being heavily wooded. Russell Park has 27 tent-only sites with no utilities. Tejas Camp has 12
tent-only sites with no utilities.
These fly recommendations are provided by Chris Johnson at Living Waters Fly Shop in
Round Rock. Living Waters is a full fly shop and guide service.
Attractors/Terrestrials
Johnson’s Fluff Beast / Size 12-16
Wilcox’s JC Special / Size 12-16
Johnson’s Brushy Creek Spider / Size 10-14
Morrish Hopper / Size 10-14
Janiec’s Summer Moth / Size 12-14

Dry Flies/Emergers
CDC Biot Comparadun / Size 18-20
Harrop’s CDC Emerger / Size 16-20
Egan’s Corn Fed Caddis / Size 12-16
Harrop’s Henrys Fork Caddis / Size 12-18
Barr’s Emerger / Size 18-20
Johnson’s Mimic Sedge / Size 12-18
(cont’d pg. 8)
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Nueces River Recap
Hosted by the Alamo Fly Fishers and Texas Women Fly Fishers. TWFF members brought home
four awards as they participated in the 24th annual Bud Priddy Any Fly Event. Julia Bell won 2nd in
the Longest Bass with a 14 1/2" Smallmouth, while giving way to Cody Bell to capture 3rd place in
the Longest Sunfish with a 9" Rio Grande Perch. Cody won a $100 Orvis gift certificate and Julia
won a Fishpond boat bag. Janet Baca received the 2nd Place Award for Largest Sun Fish, Debbie
Williams receiving her 3rd Place Award for Largest Bass, and all received trophies. It was a great
event in the Nueces Canyon on Texas' second clearest river, the Nueces River.

(cont’d pg. 8)
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Nueces River Group Photo

Chris Johnson’s Fly Recommendations (cont’d)
Nymphs
Jim’s Damsel / Size 8-14
Hares Ear Nymph/ Size 14-18
CDC Pheasant Tail / Size 16-20
Rubber Leg Red Squirrel Nymph / 10-14
Bennett’s Rio Getter / Size 10-14
Bennett’s Carp-it-Bomb / Size 6-10
Johnson’s Creek Boss / Size 8-16

Streamers
Johnson’s BC Streamer / Size 8-14
Craven’s Dirty Hippy / Size 4
Johnson’s Mardi-Craw / Size 8-16
Bennett’s Brunch Money / Size 6-8
Johnson’s Ozark Craw / Size 4-8
Junior Mint / Size 12-16

Large Bass Topwater
Umpqua’s Swimming Baitfish / Size 1/0, 4
Umpqua’s Swimming Frog / Size 2, 6, 10
DH Bug Frog / Size 2, 6, 10

Large Bass Subsurface
Bennett’s Lunch Money / Size 2-4
Johnson’s Crafty Shad / Size 1/0-2

Some of these flies are personal creations and custom patterns in store, but anything that looks like
them in a similar size should do the trick! Take care and God Bless!
Tight Lines, Chris Johnson
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Britta and Bios!
Britta Hebert - Treasurer
I grew up in a farming area in Acampo, California surrounded by vineyards. I attended high school in Lodi,
CA which you may recognize now by all its excellent
wines we can enjoy today! I played a lot at the Mokulemne River in the summers as a child, but never
fished as it was not something that anyone in my
family ever did. I went to college at the United States
Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, and then
travelled to over 30 countries on 6 continents in my
11-year Air Force stint as a navigator on KC-135s. As
Dana mentioned in her bio, I sure wish I had known
about fly fishing back then! What neat areas I could
have fished!
After the Air Force, I ended up back in San Antonio,
Texas where my husband Greg and I have lived
since 2001. During a visit back home, my sister
treated Greg and I to an introductory fly fishing class,
and I was hooked! I joined TWFF in 2010 and have
enjoyed being part of the club as a member, a trustee, and now as the treasurer. I’ve seen more of
Texas than I ever imagined thanks to fly fishing, and
more importantly, I’ve made many fabulous friends
along the way! Thank you, TWFF!
Paula Fink - Secretary
I took up fly fishing in 2016, although I have fished
since I was a child. My husband, Doug and I live in
Bryan, Texas and have both recently retired. I joined
Texas Women Fly Fishers after visiting their booth in
Athens in 2017. We fish locally at friends’ tanks and
ponds. We also get to fish in Kenai, Alaska and
Springfield, Oregon each summer when visiting family.
This photo was taken at our 2019 Guadalupe River
outing. This beast took almost 10 minutes to land.
What an honor it was to land this beauty and then release him to fight another day!
I am learning so much at the TWFF outings and look
forward to many years with the group. What an amazing and talented group of women!
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2019 TWFF Outings
June
7-9 - San Gabriel/Brushy Creek, Hostess Julie
Sieh and needs help
August
Potential Outing TBD - Keira Quam
October
11-13 Port Aransas, TX. Saltwater. Hostess
Carol Olewin and needs help

SAVE THE DATES

2019 Other Events
May
25 - Lake Fork, 10th Annual World Champion
Bass on the Fly Fishing Tournament.
July
23-27 FFI Fly Fishing EXPO, Bozeman, MT.
October
18-20 Fredericksburg Fly Fishers Oktoberfisch,
Llano River, Junction.

November
1-3 Broken Bow, OK. Hostesses Cathy Case and
LaJan Barnes
December
TBD Laguna Madre Fly Fishing Tournament,
Usually a $25 fee per person for TWFF outings
Harlingen, TX.
will be collected during the Mullet Mixer, depending on the costs of hosting the event.
Broken Bow Outing News!
Cathy and LaJan found two cabins side by side
Thank you.
that could sleep up to 26 people to hold the
weekend events with an early start on October
31 for 3 nights; however, the official timing of the
TWFF Board—Full!
outing is November 1-3. These cabins have all
the comforts of home and are located near the
The TWFF Secretary’s position has been filled!
spillway. Stay tuned for more details as we make
Yeah and thank you to Paula Fink!
plans to possibly stay in these cabins or similar
ones.

Benefit TWFF with your Amazon Smile purchases. Instructions:
1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop
or mobile phone browser.
2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from
the navigation at the top of any page, and then
select the option to Change your Charity. Or,
from your mobile browser, select Change your
Charity from the options at the bottom of the
page.
3. Select a new charitable organization to support—Texas Women Fly Fishers
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Contact Your TWFF Board/Representatives
Position
President
1st VP of Fundraising
2nd VP of Membership
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Trustees:

Newsletter Editor
E-Line Moderator
Webmaster:
FFi TX Council Liaison
Outings Coordinator

Name
Dana Williams
Adrienne Barnett
Julie Sieh
Paula Fink
Britta Hebert
Debbie Williams
Linda Leal
Cathy Case
LaJan Barnes
Amy Setter
Lori McElory
Sylvia Garcia
Carol Olewin

Email Address
info@twff.net
fundraising@twff.net
membership@twff.net
secretary@twff.net
treasure@twff.net
trustees@twff.net
trustees@twff.net
trustees@twff.net
newsletter@twff.net
pwinfo@twff.net
webmaster@twff.net
sgarcia2219@gmail.com
twffoutingcoordinator@yahoo.com

TWFF Members: If your personal information changes, please contact membership@twff.net
so that we can update your information and you won’t miss any emails regarding TWFF outings and events.

Lake Athens Fly Fishing Festival—April 5
Our own Cathy Case brought home 2nd place with two fish at the LAFFF event on April 5th. Her
rubber boat is a Water Master and is a
favorite boat to use.

