May 2016
Nueces River Outing Wrap Up

The Nueces River outing (April 29 - May 1, 2016) was a great success. Seventeen TWFF members and their
guests attended. There were a total of eight fly clubs and 55 fishers from across Texas participating in the 21st
Annual Bud Priddy Fly Fishing Contest. Our headquarters was located on the Nueces river at the Big Oak River
Camp just south of Camp Wood, TX. Walter Ross and Lefty Ray Chapa of the Alamo Fly Fishers organized the
fly fishing contest that was held on Saturday. There was over $1,400 in trophies and prizes given away to the
winners. The location and the contest were the perfect combination for a great weekend. Many came early and
enjoyed some great fishing. The river was full of water and crystal clear. There are 18 crossings on this river in
less than 25 miles. Amazing accesses with parking to wade fish or float a kayak. Seriously, the most beautiful
river to fish in Texas. Everyone was in favor of returning here again next year. The Alamo club will sponsor the
Bud Priddy again next year. On Friday Sharon Leissner, her dog Suzy, and Debbie Williams headed to Chalk Bluff
and kayaked 3 miles from 19 mile crossing at the bridge to Chalk Bluff. They reported 30’ to 50’ deep holes of
crystal clear waters up against the high bluffs and very large bass sighting.

Friday night’s Mullet Mixer was open to everyone and many of the clubs attended. Great fun and food as al-
ways. We sponsored the door prize give aways on this night. Bidding began on the silent auction items for TWFF
and sales of the raffles for the Grace rod and kayak. David Gill of the Alamo Fly Fishers sponsored a silent auction
for Project Healing Waters. The first speaker of the evening was Aaron Riggins, who grew up on the river and is
a fly fishing guide (http://www.pescadoconmoscas.com). He had great tips and advice on river access, flies, and
techniques on how to catch big fish.

Our next speaker was Sky Lewey, a 5th generation rancher on the
Nueces and a national and regional award winning river/riparian
conservationist. She has worked over the last 30 plus years in her
own back yard and has carried her message to the rest of Texas to
8 educate the public on riparian land management. She showed us

! several before and after photos of how mother nature will take care
of and repair a river that has been
mismanaged. Damage such as over
grazing, manicured banks, off-road
vehicles, to name a few, increases erosion and loss of water holding soils. Once
these conditions are corrected the river recovers and builds back its lost banks
with many benefits most important of of which are increase in the water table,
health of the river, and especially its fish.

On Saturday the contest started at sunrise and many were off and fishing soon
after. Several member of TWFF started off in kayaks and fished Nueces lake. Most
of the rest of us headed out to the various low water crossing to wade fish. The
waters were warm and waders were not needed. The weather could not have been more perfect. Although

most of us did not catch a winning big one or the most fish, we all had a delightful day on the river.

The day ended with a wonderful BBQ dinner by Nueces Country
Smokehouse. Mrs. Priddy and some of her children were in attendance
and introduced. After dinner the silent auction top bidders were an-
nounced, door prizes given (provided by Alamo Fly Fishers) and the
kayak winning ticket was drawn.

This was followed by the announcement of the winners of Bud Priddy
Fly Fishing Contests. Julia Bell, one of our own, shared the prize for the
largest sunfish. It was 8” and a beauty.
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Saturday’s nightcap was enjoyed by some at a campfire with S’'mores. Sunday dawned another beautiful
day. Some stayed over and many headed home. It was a positive consensus that TWFF should return to this
river next year for another wonderful outing.
Thanks to everyone who pitched in and helpedwith this outing, especially Debbie Williams and Merilyn Evans,
my co-coordinators!
Beverly Gordon
Nueces Outing Coordinator

The raffle winner of the Texas Women
Fly Fish-ers Lifetime Tamarack 120 Sit-
On-Top Angler Kayak is 26 year old Brit-
tany Beck. Brittany is the daughter of Phil
Beck who is a member of the Alamo Fly
Fishers. Brittany, with her father behind
her, broke into her happy dance when
" her ticket number was called.
Congratulations Brittany!

Bud Priddy Participants:

Sheila Anderson - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Janet Baca - Fort Worth and Texas Women Fly Fishers
Quinn Bates

David Beck - Alamo Fly Fishers

Phil Beck - Alamo Fly Fishers

Julia Bell - Dallas and Texas Women Fly Fishers

Cody Bell - Dallas and Texas Women Fly Fishers
Marty Besosa - Alamo Fly Fishers

Rick Burlingame - Alamo Fly Fishers

Isabel Chapa - Alamo Fly Fishers

Ray Chapa - Alamo Fly Fishers

Tim Constanzo - Alamo Fly Fishers

Charles Creswell

Mike Davis - Central Texas Fly Fishers

Jason Dillard

Rivers Dillard

Gabriele Ebner - Alamo Fly Fishers

Merlyn Evans - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Steve Flanagan - Alamo Fly Fishers

Diane Flowers - Fort Worth and Texas Women Fly Fishers
Tom Flowers - Fort Worth and Texas Women Fly Fishers
Marco Garcia - Alamo Fly Fishers

.....

Jim George - Alamo Fly Fishers
David Gill - Alamo Fly Fishers
Beverly Gordon - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Jim Irvin

Mary Kain - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Mike Kelleher - Alamo Fly Fishers

Jimmy Lagunas - New Braunfels Fly Fishers

Modrea Mitchell-Reichert - Alamo Fly Fishers

Kerri Stephenson - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Sharon Leissner - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Jack Lehman - Austin Fly Fishers

Mary Lieberman - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Chelsea Long - Alamo Fly Fishers

Linda Love - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Jeff Michaels - Alamo Fly Fishers

John Quinn

Edward Ramirez

Brett Ray - Alamo Fly Fishers

David Reichert - Alamo Fly Fishers

Modrea Mitchell-Reichert - Alamo Fly Fishers

Walter Ross - Alamo Fly Fishers

Marcia Sameniego

Santiago Sanchez - Alamo Fly Fishers

Nick Scarpinato - Alamo Fly Fishers

Mike Schlimgen - Central Texas Fly Fishers

Doug Slick - Alamo Fly Fishers

Stephanie Smith - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Sonia Araguz - Alamo Fly Fishers

Kerri Stephenson - Texas Women Fly Fishers

Karen Sullivan - Fort Worth and Texas Women Fly Fishers
Deborah Williams - Fort Worth and Texas Women Fly
Fishers






