“Our mission is to create opportunities
and encourage, educate, and mentor
women's responsible participation in
the recreational sport of fly fishing. We
support the policies/goals of the
Federation of Fly Fishers, are open to
women, men, and children from
beginner to experienced through
programs sponsored by women from
the Texas Women Fly Fishers.”
Photo by Sheila Hood
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Graduate School of Fly Fishing

Submitted by Cynthia Jose-Sudds

By Sheila Anderson

Welcome New Members!
Sherry Gibbons, Houston, TX

By Sheila Hood

Penelope Oliphant, Webster, TX
Marty Peters, Tulsa, OK
Patti Polensky, LaMarque, TX
Connie Shaffer, San Angelo, TX
B.F. Summers, Cedar Hill, TX
Membership Report: Currently, we have 109
members with 17 inactive members. Some new
members have joined via the website! Great job
Kerri!

Photo by Kerri Stephenson
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From the President
By Mary Rohrer
Upcoming TWFF Events

Dear Anglers,

November 2-4, 2007

Last weekend was the Autumnal Equinox, the formal arrival of fall. At the Equinox,
the daylight hours equal the nighttime hours, and the sun rises due east and sets
due west. From this point forward, our days will shorten and our nights lengthen.
This subtle change also is reflected in our environment. Here in the Hill Country, the
needles of the large bald cypress trees in the Guadalupe River basin have started to
turn copper. Our summer activities are coming to a close; to be replaced with our
cool season fishing.

Beaver Bend State Park, Broken
Bow, OK.

After coming home from our Galveston outing, I cleaned the saltwater residue from
my fly line, reel, and rod, and stowed the equipment away in my closet. My fun
warm-water fly boxes filled with big Clousers, colorful poppers, leggy foam beetles,
are being stashed away until the warm-water fishing season starts again next year.
These boxes are being replaced with my trout flies, small files with muted colors—
not much flash or show—in anticipation of our next outings in November at Broken
Bow and in January at the Guadalupe River. "The Sheilas," Sheila Anderson and
Sheila Hood, are organizing these outings; there is more information on both of
these fun outings in this newsletter. Give them your support and let them know you
plan to attend. These are both great outings to learn the ins and outs of trout fishing,
and some fly tying, too.

Guadalupe River Outing, The
Summit, Sattler, TX

Coordinators: Sheila Anderson
(brokenbowcoordinator1@twff.net)

and Linda Love

(brokenbowcoordinator2@twff.net)

January 18-20, 2008

Coordinators: Sheila Hood, Audrey
Ambrose, Coco Davenport, and
Sarah Valentine

One of the things I noticed at our past few outings and at the September meeting of
the Alamo Fly Fishers is, when women anglers gather, we not only enjoy our time
on the water, we also like time to visit with each other and share our stories and
histories, as well as take time to relax. The comfortable furniture on Karen's
beautiful back porch overlooking the Pedernales was always occupied and filled
with our voices. In Galveston, we had a relaxing (big) lunch at Casey's. We shared
fishing stories and growing up stories and spent time getting to know one another
better. What a pleasant way to spend the afternoon!
Our days are so overflowing—full of work, family, routines, problem solving, and
errands. Fly fishing is a stress breaker. Being on the water is healing; women
gathering and sharing is our strength. Do try to spend some time in the next few
months on the water or in the company of other anglers. Give yourself "permission"
to take a weekend off, get away, and "GO FISH"! Our next two events are some of
our members' favorite outings. Come, gather, share, and relax with us, and get
some fishing in too!
Great Fishing,

Mary Rohrer
Photo property of Kerri Stephenson

Kerri fishing in Alaska.

Back to the Top
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Trip Report: Pedernales River Outing—August 2007
Submitted by Karen Gebhardt
To all those who missed the Johnson City Outing, you missed lots of
learnin’, eatin’, and sharin’.
The program was set up to help all who attended hone in on skills
and to learn new skills.
Al Crise, MCI; Stacy Trimble, CCI; Gene Smith, entomologist; Robert
Anderson, White-Water Kayaking, Intermediate Level, (NOC); and
Mary Rohrer, club president led us through a well-engineered
program of basic casting, casting to catch fish, extreme casting,
aquatic life identification, and kayak basics.
The weather was hot, very hot, but then again it is Texas in the
summer. Free time included impromptu knot tying, fly tying, and
general fish discussion on the back porch with the ceiling fans on
high!
All were encouraged to critique one another so we can become better
casters. While this proved to be humbling at times, most seemed to
leave with a better sense of where they are in their skill level and
where they want to be.

_____________________

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Al Crise conducts a casting clinic.

A big thank-you to Karen for the use of her beautiful home
and riverfront area for the outing events. Everyone had a
great time and caught a few fish. The lessons were especially
great. It appeared everyone came away with some new
fishing techniques.
_____________________

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Entomology101 was conducted by Gene Smith.

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Knot tying class.

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

CFR Casting Instructors assembling breakfast tacos on Saturday morning.
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Dare we say the food was too good? Not only can Stacy cast, teach,
and catch fish, she also can make the best onion dip! The mullet
mixer again proved to be more wonderful dishes than we all could
possibly devour.
Getting together to enjoy a fishing outing is great, but taking time for
learning is also extremely important, as many TWFF’ers move into
other areas like Casting For Recovery and Healing Waters.
A special thank-you to all those who helped dish up, run errands,
unplug drains, clean floors, pick up, take trash home, and generally
saw a need and jumped in.
Tight Lines,
Karen

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Talking flies.

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Stacy does triple duty…teaching, cooking, and
cleaning afterwards!

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Great dinner—and our warm appreciation to Al Crise.

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Perfecting the “Perfection Loop.”
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TWFF Saltwater Outing Trip Report
Galveston, TX—September 2007
Submitted by Cynthia Leigh-Nussenblatt
I am really glad the whole state is out of a drought, but
Hurricane Humberto was going to give us more rain on the
Texas Gulf Coast then needed. As with, what seemed like
most of TWFF outings this year, we didn’t know how wet it
would be here, so the Galveston outing was really up in the
air for about a week. But with all the positive thoughts from
our members, Humberto moved further to the northeast,
putting Galveston on the clean side of the storm and gave us
a lovely evening for Friday night’s mullet mixer. Kimberly
Gaido was kind enough to allow us to use her family’s bay
house for the evening mixer and group base on Saturday.
After everyone had their fill of grilled shrimp, chicken, and
salad fixings, we had a guest speaker from Artist Boat, Karla
Klay, executive director.
Karla presented us with a slide show and talk about the Artist
Boat’s effort to expose and educate adults and youth to the
arts and science via Eco-Art Adventure by vessel, kayak, or
walking. Karla also brought along Kristopher (Kris) Benson
who is a habitat restoration specialist at the NOAA
Restoration Center in Galveston and works with the Artist
Boat program. Both these programs sparked a lot of interest
and questions about how TWFF might work with them in the
future. I have put their respective websites at the end of this
update, so when you have a chance, check out these
wonderful programs on the Texas Gulf Coast.
During mullet mixer, we also had two ladies from the Texas
Lady Anglers group. It was nice to meet other lady anglers
and hear about their primarily saltwater group. The idea was
cast out that maybe the two groups could do a saltwater trip
together in the future. We’ll have to wait and see what kind of
feedback we get before we reel in is idea.

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Friday night’s Mullet Mixer
included a presentation by
Karla Klay, Executive Director
of Artist Boat, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to
promoting awareness and
preservation of coastal
margins and the marine
environment through the
disciplines of science and the
arts.
Artist Boat provides eco-art workshops to students, which
include watercolor painting and ceramic tile classes. Field trips
include opportunities to participate in hands-on outdoor
environmental education activities, kayaking and water safety
classes, and interpretive walking adventures to tranquil
habitats. Programs are open to students in grades K through
12. Additional activities, including habitat restoration
opportunities, are available to adult groups, families, and
organizations.
Families can take advantage of the programs offered by Artist
Boat to assist in coastal habitat cleanup and restoration.
Teachers can enroll their classes in Artist Boat activities to
expand their curricula.
If you would like Karla to speak before your group or
organization, contact her at: kklay@aristboat.org

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Sheila, Roz, and Francis kayak fishing on Saturday.

For more information about Artist Boat, visit their Web site at:
www.artistboat.org
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We extend our most sincere thanks to Kimberly Gaido for her hospitality on
Friday evening and for the wonderful accommodations and dinner that she and
her brother Michael arranged for us at Gaido’s Seaside Inn and Restaurant.
Saturday evening we shared friendship, great conversation, and a stellar
dinner. It was great fun, and we made some special memories. Thank-you,
Kimberly, and thank-you Michael! We are grateful for your kindness and
generosity!
You haven’t tried pecan pie until you’ve tasted Gaido’s pecan pie! And best of
all, they can ship one to you anywhere! To order a critically acclaimed pecan
pie from Gaido’s, call them at (409) 762-9625.

And the night was not finished yet. Lavene Jones had put together another excellent
silent auction. The proceeds from the auction were $520.00 for the club and $110.00
for CFR. The night ended with plans to meet for breakfast before getting out on the
water.

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Rise ‘n Shine at the Donut Shop

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Not too long after getting on the water Saturday morning, the wind picked up, making
fly fishing a bit difficult. But we did have one very interesting catch during the day. I’ll
tell you more about that in a minute. Saturday evening we had a wonderful dinner at
Gaido’s Seafood Restaurant. Kimberly had made arrangements for us to have a
private room at the restaurant, which made the evening more pleasant. The food was
so good most of us could hardly think about desert, but we managed. Before
‘goodnights’ could be said, prizes were given out. Which brings me back to the most
interesting catch of the day: France Estes won this prize, for hooking an Owl, who
spent the rest of the day on the front of her kayak. Frances became so attached to her
plastic owl, I heard she took him home with her. The second prize for the night went to
Rozlynn Orr for traveling the furthest from home to the Galveston outing. The last of
the hand-tied saltwater flies from Creative Feathers Studio went to Shelia Anderson
for her years of services and continued support of TWFF.
Considering we had a hurricane trying to throw us a curve ball, everyone had a great
time and lots of laughs. It has been suggested that the next saltwater outing should
be moved to October since we have not had the best of luck with weather in
September.
Something to think about…Happy fishing!
Cynthia
www.texasladyanglers.com
www.creativefeathers.com
Kristopher.Benson@noaa.gov NOAA Restoration Center, Galveston, TX.

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Frances and Roz won flies for “most
interesting fishing experience (with an
owl)” and for “traveling farthest to the
event.”

Members Present for the Galveston Outing
Sheila Anderson

Ellen Mathews

Rozlynn Orr

Frances Estes

Angela and Carlos Mendoza.

Mary and Dan Rohrer

Kimberly Gaido

Gretchen Neubauer

Sheila and Greg Setter

Lavene Jones

Cynthia Leigh-Nussenblatt and Steve Nussenblatt

Photo by Gretchen Neubauer

Sheila won a special fly for her work
as past president of TWFF and “first
on the water.”
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Artist’s Series—A Visit with Morgan Buckert
Guide and Membership Assistant, for the Wood River Land Trust, Sun Valley, ID
By Sheila Setter

__________________
“My summer job after my freshman
year of college paid way too much,
and I spent a lot of money on a siton-top (i.e., kayak) to fish with on
the weekends.
I loved to fish the San Marcos with
beginner friends and have turned
down dates to harass trout on the
Guadalupe.”
~Morgan
__________________

Photos property of Morgan Buckert

Morgan Buckert and a nice rainbow trout.

Q: Morgan, you mentioned that you grew up in Texas. Can you tell us a little bit
about your background and how you started fly fishing?
A: I grew up in Goliad on the Wexford Ranch where my dad is the ranch foreman
and has worked for about thirty years. Growing up on the ranch was like being in
old-time Texas, the stuff of folklore. We always had the craziest pets. I rodeoed and
showed horses, worked on the weekends for my dad, and had unbelievable hunting
on the Gulf Coast plains. Fishing never interested me much, though, and my fishing
excursions were usually limited to a trip on Good Friday where we caught fish to fry
after mass.
My senior year of high school, I was on the Texas 4-H State Council. One of my
friends on the council, from Castroville, fly fished and showed a group of us how to
cast on a weekend camping trip.
That day of fishing ruined my life—I’ve been fly fishing ever since! I immediately
bought a rod and reel and received my first guide trip for my 18th birthday. The
Guides of Texas, Marcus (Rodriguez) and Johnny (Quiroz), took me out on the San
Marcos near Martindale for a great day of fishing. I’ve recently spoken with them
about carp fishing in the Hill Country—they were stoked that I’m guiding now.

Note: In July, Morgan sent
us an e-mail. She had read a
recent newsletter and
inquired about writing an
article for us. Of course, we
jumped at the chance!
Morgan grew up in Goliad,
attended the University of
Texas, and currently works
as a fishing guide in addition
to her role as membership
assistant for the Wood River
Land Trust in Sun Valley, ID.
Morgan’s article begins on
Page 9.
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Q: You mentioned that you attended UT and heard about TWFF at that time, how
did you happen to run across the club? Did you fly fish in the Austin area while
attending college? If so, where did you like to fish? What did you catch?
A: When I moved to Austin for college, when most girls were rushing and trying to
get into bars on Sixth Street, all I could think about was fishing! I researched all
about the area and found out about TWFF on the Web, but I never worked up the
courage to attend a meeting. I went to Austin Angler all the time to touch the
Winstons, ask Alvin questions, and buy fly-tying materials.

______________________
“…my most favorite place to fish in
Texas is definitely the Llano…
…one time, we chose to float the
stretch that Fly-Fishing the Texas
Hill Country says definitely not to—
they were right, but the fishing was
amazing.”
~ Morgan
______________________

You can contact Morgan at:
Morgan R. Buckert
Lost River Outfitters
Ketchum, Idaho
(208) 720-9390
mosquera@sunvalleyonline.com
For more information, visit these
Web sites:
www.bigbrowntrout.net
www.thesandhill.blogspot.com
http://www.guidesoftexas.com/

My summer job after my freshman year of college paid way too much, and I spent a
lot of money on a sit-on-top (i.e., kayak) to fish with on the weekends. I loved to fish
the San Marcos with beginner friends and have turned down dates to harass trout
on the Guadalupe. I’ve also hooked some snapping turtles in Town Lake. I would
definitely have to say that my favorite is fishing the Llano, though. My favorite is just
catching sunfish. Guadalupe Bass and Rio Grande Perch are always really exciting
too. My dad always liked to catch Rio Grande Perch with me because he thinks they
look like my high school vice principal—they really do!

Q: Where do you most enjoy fishing in Texas, and what is your “go-to” fly when you
want to ensure a successful fishing outing?
A: Again, my most favorite place to fish in Texas is definitely the Llano. My friend
from Castroville and I have had some near-death experiences trying to navigate
during low water, and I’ve broken a few rods there. One time, we chose to float the
stretch that Fly-Fishing the Texas Hill Country says definitely not to—they were
right, but the fishing was amazing. I love to harass those fish, though, and really
enjoy being away from the crowds out there. I guess my Texas boxes are full of tons
and tons of black buggers, black, red, and white poppers, and red or chartreuse and
white Clousers. It’s nice to pull those boxes out in Idaho when I have the rare
opportunity to fish for warm water species stocked in lakes.

Q: In addition to the great experience you share in your article (beginning on Page
9), is there a memorable outing (in Texas or elsewhere) that you’d like to share with
us? Who was with you, where did you fish, and what happened?
A: I’ve started to have the opportunity to fish in lots of places, whether in Texas,
Belize, or most of the western states, but one experience will always stand out in my
fishing career. In June of 2006, my boyfriend and I were fishing Green Drakes on
Silver Creek one evening and decided to throw a mouse on our way back to the car.
Brown Trout are crepuscular, meaning they eat early in the morning or at sunset,
and the big ones are definitely known to eat large chunks of protein, like our field
mice. Anyways, working my way downstream, I missed a couple of huge strikes.
Finally, I was able to set the hook on a strike that was so huge it was like a bowling
ball had been dropped from the sky. After lots of cussing and a long fight, I landed a
33” brown, the largest trout I will ever catch in the states. I was so shocked by the
whole experience it brought tears to my eyes—I guess something that big and
beautiful will do that to you.

Back to the Top
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Silver Creek, Idaho:
The Graduate School of Fly Fishing

By Morgan R. Buckert
Guide and Membership Assistant for the Wood River Land Trust, Sun Valley, ID
Photos by Morgan R. Buckert and Paddy McIlvoy
Idaho winters are long. Really, really long. Those long dark nights give me lots of
time to think about big fish as I tie flies for my guide boxes as well as more exotic
options for my personal fishing. Many of those nights, I’m thinking about Silver
Creek.
In 2005, I was looking for a summer job to escape from graduate school in
Albuquerque and randomly applied for an internship with The Nature Conservancy
in Idaho. All I knew was that the position was located on a spring creek that looked
awfully pretty. Surprisingly, I was hired for the position, so I packed my rods and
headed north to a place where I thought there were only potatoes. Needless to say,
I was pleasantly surprised with what I found.

Sun Valley to Silver Creek
Central Idaho’s Wood River Valley has a unique history dominated by the rise of
recreation-based industry. Lewis and Clark were the first white Americans to come
through the area. The Oregon Trail also traveled through this part of Idaho.
Ketchum, the economic and cultural center of Blaine County and the Wood River
Valley, was a small mining town lost in the Sawtooth Mountains that had its heyday
in the late-nineteenth century. Gold, silver, and lead were mined in the five mountain
ranges that surround the valley. The town had less than three hundred inhabitants
when it was rediscovered in the 1930s by Count Felix Schaffgotsch, an Austrian
hired by Union Pacific magnate W. Averill Harriman to find a skiing “Shangri-la” in
the West. In Ketchum, Schaffgotsch found what he thought would make an
excellent European-style ski resort, but it was almost impossible to get there from
Shoshone, Idaho, about sixty miles south of Ketchum, where UP’s line ended.

Photo property of Morgan R. Buckert

“We all dream about a special
week on Silver Creek. Flies are
tied, stories are shared, and a
hushed sound of whispered
questions fills the local fly
shops.”
~ Morgan
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Photo property of Morgan R. Buckert

Harriman’s power and capital were used to extend the line the sixty miles north to
Ketchum, and Sun Valley Resort opened in 1936, immediately attracting a starstudded tourist roster that continues today.

Photo property of Morgan R. Buckert

“The water temperature stays fairly
constant, slightly below 50 degrees
Fahrenheit—the perfect temperature
for cold-natured trout. Rainbow and
brown trout, as well as a few brook
trout, fill the creek.”
~ Morgan

During the mid-twentieth century, stars flocked to ski in Sun Valley, and it became a
second Hollywood. The star-studded village of Sun Valley did not extend into
Ketchum; Ketchum became the hub for the neo-natives that served dinner to the
tourists, but sought equal, or superior status on the slopes of Bald Mountain, or
“Baldy.” Pictures of celebrities such as John Wayne line the walls inside the Sun
Valley Lodge, and numerous pictures exist of people like Ernest Hemingway and
Judy Garland posing with fish or waterfowl at Silver Creek, about thirty miles south
of the uber-elite Sun Valley Resort.
Making the resort profitable year-round was crucial, and activities like fishing, and
now mountain biking, continue to bring people to the Wood River Valley. The valley
has several world-famous fishing streams. They include the Big Wood River, which
runs through Ketchum, the Big Lost River to the east, and Silver Creek to the south.
A large portion of Silver Creek was bought and used by the Sun Valley Company,
owners of the Sun Valley Lodge and Resort, as Sun Valley Ranch. It served as
mainly a cattle operation, but resort visitors were brought down to the ranch to ride
horses, hunt, and fish.
In the 1970s, the Sun Valley Company decided to sell the Sun Valley Ranch. Jack
Hemingway, the eldest of Ernest’s sons, was the Commissioner of the Idaho
Department of Fish and Game and wanted to save Silver Creek from possible
development in the “land poor” Wood River Valley. Along with some buddies like Bill
Janss, owner of Sun Valley Company, and Averill Harriman of the Union Pacific
dynasty, Hemingway was able to raise over $500,000 for The Nature Conservancy
to buy the 500-acre ranch. In 1976, the largest fundraising campaign the young
Nature Conservancy (TNC) had ever lead allowed the organization to buy its first
preserve, a gem in the Gem State and a model for TNC preserves worldwide.
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Silver Creek is a spring-fed stream at the south end of the valley. Because of unique
geological features, springs arise at the base of the Picabo Hills. The springs that
create Stalker Creek, Grove Creek, Sullivan Lake, and Loving Creek, as well as
several smaller springs, combine to create Silver Creek. The water temperature
stays fairly constant, slightly below 50 degrees Fahrenheit—the perfect temperature
for cold-natured trout. Rainbow and brown trout, as well as a few brook trout, fill the
creek. Though not native, these fish are wild and no fish have been stocked in the
creek for many years. The only native fish in the creek is the Wood River Sculpin, a
small bait fish that is on the Idaho Department of Fish and Game list of Species of
Greatest Conservation Need as a Protected Non-game Species. Silver Creek is
known worldwide for the phenomenal insect hatches that are integral to successful
dry-fly fishing. Several types of mayflies, such as baetis, callibaetis, Pale Morning
Duns, Brown Drakes, Green Drakes, Tricos, and Mahogany Duns hatch throughout
the year, drawing fly fishers like kids to a candy store. In the 2005 season, over six
thousand fly fishers came to Silver Creek in search of its famous hatches and
spooky trout from all fifty states and sixteen countries. Visitor numbers exploded
during the 1990s with the release of A River Runs Through It but have dropped to
manageable numbers during the last few years.
The Silver Creek area is closest to the hamlet of Picabo, a much more rural and
agriculturally focused community than the cocktail-party-studded Sun Valley and
Ketchum. Picabo was on the rail line, and the Kilpatrick family, railroad
entrepreneurs, settled the town. Picabo served as a shearing center, and sheep
dominated the landscape until the 1950s when they were replaced by cattle. Today,
Kilpatrick family descendants, the Purdys, continue to live in Picabo, where they run
a cattle ranch and farm potatoes, barley, and alfalfa. They also run the local general
store/post office/restaurant/fly-fishing shop (the place to be seen during the noon
hour). The Purdys have been responsible for much of the development in Picabo
and own land along several miles of Silver Creek. Picabo has successfully
maintained its rural character, but growth is continually pushing further south, and
the wealthy fly fishers are moving closer to Silver Creek. (There are also less
wealthy types like myself!)

Photo property of Morgan R. Buckert

“Brown Drakes are one of the larger
mayflies, about a size 8 or 10 and
they are a light brown color.”
~ Morgan

A Week on the Creek
We all dream about a special week on Silver Creek. Flies are tied, stories are
shared, and a hushed sound of whispered questions fills the local fly shops. People
start calling from all over the country to ask if “it’s happening.” Those of us who go
down there every night to check keep silent when it finally does happen. What could
this be...my most favorite hatch in the world, Brown Drakes on lower Silver Creek.
Brown Drakes are one of the larger mayflies, about a size 8 or 10, and they are a
light brown color. They hatch prolifically during the first weeks of our season, shortly
after Memorial Day, and only hatch for about a week. These evening hatches are so
intense that it’s difficult not to swallow insects during the emergence and especially
difficult not to hook several bugs on your backcast.
These huge mayflies have provided some of the most exciting fishing I’ve ever had.
The first year I fished the hatch, I saw a brown trout eat a red-winged blackbird! I’ve
seen emergences that were so large that you could not see the water through the
insect casings floating downstream.
This year’s hatch started early, on Opening Day, but it was well worth the lost sleep
(as the fish pictures will attest). My boyfriend and I casually approached the creek
on the first night, but word had already gotten out. This is serious combat fishing,
but willingness to walk keeps you out of most of the crowds.

Photo property of Morgan R. Buckert

“Words can’t really describe the
beauty of the sage-colored hills, clear
blue skies, and huge trout…”
~ Morgan
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_________________
“I started with a hook-up that did
not seem very exciting at first,
until I realized it was a brown
and caught a glimpse of it…”
~ Morgan
_________________

Photo property of Morgan R. Buckert

Contact Morgan!
Morgan R. Buckert
P.O. Box 5143
Ketchum, Idaho 83340
(208) 720-9390
Long winter nights at
(208) 788-9254
E-mail:
mosquera@sunvalleyonline.com

Our third night of fishing was the most spectacular. Six of us went out around dusk
in the brisk June weather we have in Idaho. The spinner fall from the previous
night’s hatch usually begins around seven in the evening. We were overwhelmed
with bugs on the water as well as with wakes the size of ten-pound bonefish boiling
in flats. Fishing the spinner fall is always amazing, but our emergences, usually after
dark, are much more impressive.
As the duns began emerging around ten that night, our screams for the camera, a
Nikon D200 my boyfriend recently purchased, became more constant. I started with
a hook-up that did not seem very exciting at first, until I realized it was a brown and
caught a glimpse of it in my headlamp. Before I landed the fish, my friend Avery
began screaming across the creek that she caught the largest trout of her life. Then,
Hunter, fishing near me, began his yelling. Paddy, the photographer for the evening
helped land and stage photos for a 24” plus brown, and two 20” browns. Needless
to say, we were all pretty excited, and there were still more fish to catch.
Unfortunately, in all the excitement of picture taking of my fish, another buddy
stepped on my new 9’ 4 weight Winston BIIt. I almost cried knowing that I would be
without my rod for at least a month, but it was too good of an evening to do much
complaining.

TWFF
OCTOBER 2007 13
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The rest of the week, the Brown Drakes continued to be mindblowing, but the lack of sleep began to catch up. Photos were
passed around, we began to have time for naps and real sleep,
and once again, we made it through another year of Brown
Drakes.
Words can’t really describe the beauty of the sage-colored hills,
clear blue skies, and huge trout, but I hope this has given you
an idea of why a trout bum would move two thousand miles
away from home to fish.
If you are interested in finding out more about Silver Creek, Sun
Valley, and all of our great fishing in Idaho and the
Intermountain West, please feel free to contact me. There’s
nothing better than watching a sunset while throwing dry flies
on the best spring creek in the world.

Photo property of Morgan R. Buckert

Resources
On the Shelf:

Silver Creek: Idaho Fly Fisher’s Paradise, by Dave Glasscock
and David Clark
Flyfisher’s Guide to Idaho, by Ken Retallic and Rocky Barker
Photo property of Morgan R. Buckert

On the Web:

Big Brown Trout, www.bigbrowntrout.net
The Nature Conservancy, www.nature.org
Save Silver Creek, www.savesilvercreek.com
Outfitters:

Sturtevant’s Mountain Outfitters, www.sturtos.com
(208) 726-4501
Lost River Outfitters, www.lostriveroutfitters.com
(208) 726-1706
Photo property of Morgan R. Buckert
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Tight Threads—Tying Larger Flies
By Kyle Hand

Hello everyone.
I hope all of you have had a great summer of fishing and relaxation.
Previously, we have talked about tying tiny flies, threads, and other useful tidbits.
This month I would like to talk to you about the other end of the spectrum: tying
larger flies. These would include flies for both freshwater and saltwater.

______________________
“If the vise is set too tight, you
will not be able to get the arm to
lock into place.”
~ Kyle
______________________

We need to start with our vise again. Make sure you have jaws large enough to hold
the hooks on which you are going to be tying your flies. Make the adjustments with
your knobs, screws, and such so you do not spring your vise jaws. I have broken a
couple sets of jaws by trying to get a hook that is too large into those jaws. For
those of you with vises that are made for this, you will notice one or two sets of
grooves in your jaws for the hooks to nestle into and relieve the stress on the jaws.
How might you know if your vise is not set tight enough or your vise is not made for
these larger hooks? The hook will slip, usually when you put pressure on the thread
to tie in material. What I mean by slip is that the eye of the hook will begin to drop
down below the centerline of the hook, and your thread will want to slide off the
nose of the hook.
If the vise is set too tight, you will not be able to get the arm to lock into place and
more adjustments are needed. For those of you that have bought the higher-quality
vises, they usually make a set of jaws just for larger hooks. If you own a Regal-type
vise, this is not a problem, as the “trigger” will simply open the jaws wide enough
when you squeeze it, and when you release the handle, the vise will tighten around
the hook.
Now that we have the vise adjusted for our larger flies, our next selection will be the
hook. Again, this can open a great big can of worms and spirited debate as to which
hook is correct for the fly we are going to tie. Chances are you are going to be tying
larger imitations of baitfish, larger insects, and other aquatic critters. You want to
make sure the hooks you are using will perform properly for the type of fly you are
tying.
What do I mean? As an example, if you are tying Clouser’s Minnows with weighted
eyes, you want a hook that will roll over and ride hook point up. If you use a hook
that is too heavy for the eyes, the hook may not roll over and will ride hook point
down, and the fly will be tied “upside down.” This may make the minnow appear to
be injured, which is a trigger point for fish, but I would prefer to tie my imitation to
appear wounded in my own way, matching materials to hooks.
Next, we will decide on thread. The smaller denier threads (12/0, 8/0, 6/0 and 70
denier) will probably not do the things you want them to do. What do you want the
thread to do?
Basically, you are going to be using larger clumps of materials so you will want a
thread that will help you manage these bulkier items. You will probably also want a
thread that will build bulk quicker at the eye and other materials tie-in points. With
these bulkier clumps, you are going to have to put more pressure on the thread, and
you may end up snapping the smaller denier threads and creating unwanted stress
in your tying session. Having said this, I know a number of people that tie all their
flies with the smaller denier threads and do fine. It is a personal preference, and I
prefer to use larger denier threads. The threads I prefer to use are UTC 140 or 210.
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If you are tying deer hair bugs, you will probably want to use a gel spun thread or
something similar. I am not fond of using the true Kevlar threads as I feel it cuts the
materials rather than tying them in properly. Billy Munn, one of the best deer hair
bug makers around, uses Monocord and Flymaster, which are Danville products,
and I am surely not going to argue with his success The bottom line is to find a
thread that works for you and learn how to use it properly.
Now we get to the most fun part of building these flies: deciding what materials to
use to construct them. You won’t need any dainty dry fly hackles here. Bucktail, calf
tail, squirrel tail, arctic fox, big nasty rooster feathers, and many synthetic fibers can
be used in different combinations to make your flies. Experiment with these
materials to see how much you can comfortably use to tie it in properly. You will
know if you have too much as the material will spin around the hook instead of tying
down properly. Start with smaller amounts and work your way up to larger clumps of
materials.
Again, this is a generalization of tying these larger flies. Just as with any type of
tying, thread control and materials knowledge will be invaluable assets as you
progress forward. One last thing I will tell you is this: Try tying these flies from very
sparse to almost overdressed and see what works. Again, using the Clouser’s
Minnow as an example, most of the original patterns that were tied were tied
extremely sparse and still caught many fish. One can put too much material on the
hook and not get the performance out of the fly that you want. Next time you are in
your favorite fly shop, look at their streamer patterns. Chances are a lot of them will
be overdressed in my opinion.

______________________
“Now we get to the most fun part
of building these flies: deciding
what materials to use to construct
them.”
~ Kyle
______________________

Experiment with different hooks. There are Circle hooks, Mosquito hooks, long
shank hooks, and one of the newer “hot” materials is tubes and tube flies.
Experiment with all of the different materials to find what works well for you. Let your
creative juices flow ,and see what you can come up with.
Until next time.
Kyle

We thank Don Benasich, Natalie Guida, and Orvis for their support of TWFF and CFR.
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Presbyterian Falls, Broken Bow, OK. Photo by Sheila Hood

Trout Fishing on the Lower Mountain Fork River
Beavers Bend • Broken Bow, OK
November 2-4, 2007
By Sheila Anderson
Trip Coordinators:
Sheila Anderson: BrokenBowCoordinator1@twff.net
Linda Love: BrokenBowCoordinator2@twff.net
TWFF will travel to southeast Oklahoma over November 2nd – 4th to fish for brown
and rainbow trout in the stocked waters of the Lower Mountain Fork River at
Beavers Bend Oklahoma State Park and Resort, near Broken Bow, OK. Broken
Bow is approximately 200 miles northeast of Dallas.
The Lower Mountain Fork flows south out of Broken Bow Reservoir. This tailwater is
the most noted year-round trout fishery in the state. Brown and rainbow trout are
stocked regularly and may be found throughout the stream and its tributaries. The
designated trout area includes a 12-mile reach of the Lower Mountain Fork River
extending from Broken Bow Dam downstream to U.S. Highway 70 bridge. About 5
miles of this designated trout stream lies within Beavers Bend State Park, which
offers excellent fishing access.

_________________________________

This is one of the best times of
the year for trout fishing in this
area, so be prepared to reel in
lots of fish but also to be patient
and courteous as the streams will
most likely be filled with other
fishers.
_____________________________
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Spillway Creek is a tributary of the Lower Mountain Fork River that is a part of the
designated trout area. When you hike along Spillway Creek you feel as if you are in
a Rocky Mountain stream. This 1 ½ mile stretch is the first section of the 12 mile
designated trout stream and is one of the most popular fishing areas on the Lower
Mountain Fork River. Several of our members have enjoyed successful trout fishing
in this area. Several fish habitat structures have been installed throughout this
section of stream to improve fishing quality and angler success. Trout are stocked
near these structures, providing excellent places for angler to begin their trout
fishing adventures. Habitat structures include boulder clusters, rock weirs and veins
and medium stage check dams. These improvement areas are being stocked with
trout on a regular basis to make your fishing better. A state record 9 pound 12.8
ounce brown trout was caught January 13, 2003 from Zone II of the Lower Mountain
Fork River.
Below Beavers Bend State Park, there are public access points at the Regulation
Dam and Presbyterian Falls as well as a fee access site located near the Highway
70 bridge. You will need a map and good instructions to get to Presbyterian Falls.
Both of these places are more difficult to fish than Spillway Creek. If you have felt
sole wading shoes with cleats, they will be very helpful as these rocks are extremely
slick. Some guides will not even take you here without them. You must at least have
felt soles.

Photo property of Sheila Anderson

TWFF Outing Headquarters will be at Whip-Poor-Will Resort
(http://www.beaversbendresorts.com), located 6 miles from Beavers Bend State
Park (http://www.beaversbend.com ) adjacent to the Ouachita National Forest.

All of the individual cabins at the Whip-Poor-Will have been
reserved for this outing; however, roommates are welcome
to share the larger cabins reserved by TWFF members. There
are plenty of beds available!
If you plan to attend and would like to room with someone, please e-mail
Sheila Anderson at: BrokenBowCoordinator1@twff.net or Linda Love at:
BrokenBowCoordinator2@twff.net

RV/Tent Camping
Beavers Bend State Park—The park fills up quickly, and there are no guarantees
that sites will be available for a Friday arrival during a busy time of year. Contact
information:
Cabin Reservations (580) 494-6300
Lodge Reservations (580) 494-6179 or 1-800-435-5514
E-Mail information@beaversbend.com
Web site: http://www.beaversbend.com/Info.htm
Lake Pines—Located approx. 5 miles from Whip-poor-will, and approx. 1-2 miles
outside of the park just past the turn on the park road. ($17/ night for full hook ups)
Tel. (580) 494-6464 (no website).

About Beavers Bend State Park
The park has several beautiful locations for wade fishing with convenient parking
nearby. The park also has a park store and a restaurant with a really good breakfast
for your convenience. There is also a great museum there telling some of the history
of this area.

____________________
Jesse King, from Three Rivers Fly
Shop, will be the featured speaker for
the Mullet Mixer on Friday evening.
____________________
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Lower Mountain Fork River Map
and Special Regulations
Brown Trout Regulations (Entire Stream):
Daily limit: one (1) Size limit: 20-inch minimum.

Zone I (Broken Bow Spillway downstream to
State Park Dam):
1. Rainbow trout—Daily limit six (6); Size limit
none.
2. Use of bait and barbed hooks is permitted it
Zone I.

Zone II (State Park Dam downstream to
Reregulation Dam):
1. Use of bait or barbed hooks is prohibited in
Zone II. Fishing is restricted to barbless hooks,
artificial flies, and lures only.
2. Possession of any trout less than 20 inches
in size is prohibited.

Zone III (Reregulation Dam downstream to
Hwy 70 Bridge):
1. Use of bait and barbed hooks is permitted in
Zone III.
2. Possession of any trout less than 20-inches
in size is prohibited.
From the State Park Dam downstream to the
Hwy 70 Bridge (includes both Zones II and
III):
1. Rainbow trout: Daily creel limit—one (1);
Size limit - 20-inches or longer.
2. Possession of any trout less than 20-inches
in size is prohibited.
“The area is best for wading. Kayaks can be used in some locations but
are not necessary for the best fishing.”
~ Sheila Anderson

For more details on the regulations check out
General Trout Regulations.
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Fishing License:
Non-resident License Fee as follows:

____________________
Rob Woodruff Guide Service
(903) 967-2665
Guide Jesse King
(580) 241-5644
Three Rivers Fly Shop
(580) 494-6115
3rivers@pine-net.com
Located across from the entrance of
Beaver's Bend State Park near the
Whip-Poor-Will cabins

Annual: $37.00
5-days: $18.50
Trout: $10.00
Legacy: $ 5.00
Texas residents 64 or older pay only the $5.00 Legacy fee.
For more information, or to secure a fishing license online, visit:
www.Wildlifedepartment.com
(An additional $3.00 fee will be charged for each online fishing license.)

Schedule of events:
Friday night at 7:00 P.M.—Plan on attending the Mullet Mixer in Cabin #10.
Saturday morning around 8:00 A.M.—We will probably head out fishing with a stop by
the local fly shops and the State Park to purchase fishing licenses (if you do not already
have them) and get maps.

Beavers Bend Fly Shop
(580) 494-6071
Located in the park

Saturday night at 7:00 P.M.—Plan on going out to eat on at a restaurant near by.

Sid is very helpful and the shop is
well stocked with flies

Sunday—More fishing with meals on your own that night.

____________________

What to Bring:
Waders and long
johns

The water is cold year round but the air may be cold also.

Wading staff

Be sure to bring your wading staff and keep it handy.

Rod size

Spillway Creek 5-6 weight. You can also use 3-4 weight fly
rods for a bit more action with smaller fish. (Pam had good
action on #3 weight rod early this year)

Flies

Olive wooly bugger, with/without bead head size 8-10. White,
and Black/olive are also good.

Streamers

White or silver & white minnow style and white Zonker #6 long
Prince nymph #16; Pheasant tail, with/without bead #14-16.
Flash back OK too.

Nymphs

Gold rib hares ear #14-16
Brassie and Copper John #14-16
Red fox squirrel tail size #14-16

Midge

Red, pearl, #20-22. Soft hackle in orange & olive are good
colors.

Dry fly

Parachute Adams 14-16; Caddis in tan or gray #12-14. Blue
wing olive #18.
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TWFF—Upcoming Events

Guadalupe River Outing,
The Summit, Sattler, TX
January 18-20, 2008
Coordinators: Sheila Hood, Audrey Ambrose, Coco Davenport, and Sarah
Valentine
Join your fellow Texas Women Fly Fishers for a weekend of fishing and fun on the
scenic Guadalupe River! Once again, we will be staying at the Summit Vacation
Resort, located at Canyon Lake on River Road between the 3rd and 4th River
Crossings. If you plan to attend, please notify Sheila Hood. Reservations must be
made and fees paid in advance to her.
The Summit offers quaint cabin accommodations, and Sheila has reserved six large
and six small cabins for the outing. Each large cabin provides a queen sleeper sofa,
two sets of bunks, and a loft with a double bed. Each small cabin provides a queen
and one set of bunk beds. Cabins is outfitted with showers and kitchenettes with
essentials. Linens are also provided.
A large cabin can be reserved for $63.86 per day. A small cabin can be reserved for
$53.04 per day. RV sites are also available at $12.99 per day.

• Please make you check payable to THE SUMMIT and mail it to Sheila Hood to

Reminder: You need to send
separate checks for cabin and
meal reservations.
Your check for cabin
reservations should be made
out to THE SUMMIT.
Your check for Saturday night’s
meal should be made out to
TWFF.

secure your reservation. Include the date of your arrival and the names of the
occupants in your cabin. Cabins will be assigned in the order fees are received so
make your reservations promptly. Please do not contact the Summit.

Please send your checks for
cabin (or RV site) and meal
reservations to:

• Saturday evening will include a catered meal. Cost for the meal is $8.50 per

Sheila Hood
P.O. Box 219
Kempner, TX
76539

person. To reserve a spot for Saturday night’s dinner, please send a separate
check, payable to TWFF. Please total the amount for all dinners you are ordering
and include the number of dinners on the memo line of your check.
Kyle Hand will once again join us at the Summit. For those who missed last year’s
outing, Kyle is a nationally recognized tier, and his flies are works of art. He holds a
special devotion to classic flies and has contributed much in the way of rekindling
interest in traditional materials and patterns. His work has been published in Fly
Tyer magazine and Southwest Fly Fishing, and last year, an RV trade publication
featured one of Kyle’s flies in a national ad. In addition to the many workshops,
demonstrations, and conferences where he appears, Kyle generously contributes fly
tying articles and step-by-step instructions to our newsletter. You can find out more
about Kyle by visiting his Web site at: www.handsfly.com
For more information about the Guadalupe outing, please contact Sheila Hood at:
sahood1@earthlink.net
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TWFF Outreach

Linda Love traveled to Colorado for this beauty.

Barbara Booth in Alaska.

Kerri and Jim Stephenson with their guide in Alaska.

Nice day’s catch—Kerri and Jim Stephenson in Alaska.

Gretchen Neubauer shows of the Red fish she caught.

This past summer, TWFF outreach extended to
many places as our members traveled far and
wide. Here are some snapshots submitted by
several of our members.

Sheila Anderson with a Dolly Varden—Alaska, August 2007.
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Mark Your Calendars for These Upcoming Events
Annual IWFF Fly Fishing Festival in Utah

When:

Thursday through
Sunday
October 4-7, 2007

Where:

Homestead Resort
Midway, UT

The International Women Fly Fishers (IWFF) will hold their 12th annual Fly
Fishing Festival in Midway, UT at the beautiful Homestead Resort.
Situated on the eastern slope of the Wasatch Mountains on the Provo
River, activities will include trout fishing, fly fishing classes, an auction and
banquet.
Women fly fishers from around the world will be attending this event. For
more information or to register, visit:
http://www.intlwomenflyfishers.org/Festivals/2007festival.htm

Texas Parks and Wildlife Expo 2007
When:

October 6-7, 2007

Where:

Texas Parks and Wildlife
Headquarters
Austin, TX

Come, volunteer, and represent TWFF at the Fly Fishing Booth!
Sheila Anderson is the volunteer coordinator for the club; contact her at
sanderson2000@austin.rr.com, if you’d like to help.
For more information, visit the Texas Parks and Wildlife Web site at:
www.tpwd.state.tx.us

“Babes on Baffin and Blue”
When:

October 12-13, 2007

Where:

Corpus Christi, TX

CCA of Corpus Christi is sponsoring their third annual “Babes on Baffin
and Blue” all-women fishing tournament, and this year they have added a
fly-fishing class!
Please go to www.babesonbaffin.com for more information or contact
John Holmgreen at (361) 884-1961.

Oktoberfisch
When:

October 19-21,2007

Where:

Junction, TX

Oktoberfisch, a fly-fishing festival sponsored by the Fredericksburg Fly Fishers, will
be held at Morgan Shady Park, in Junction this year.
The festival will include casting clinics, exhibitors, kayak games, and shuttles. Go
to www.fredericksburgflyfishers.org for more information.
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The Camp—Fly Fishing School

When:

October 20-21,2007

Where:

The Camp

Fishing School and Casting Clinic held at “The Camp” in Beaux Bridge, LA.
Casting instructors include Keith Richard. For more information, see the
attached registration form at the end of the newsletter or call:
(337) 344-0908.

Beaux Bridge, LA

Red River Fly Fishers
Sheila Anderson will give a presentation on TWFF and fishing in the Hill
Country to the Red River Fly Fishers. Go to their website www.rrff.org for
more information and directions to their meeting location.

When:

November 6,,2007

Where:

Sherman/Dennison, TX

Help Needed!

What:

Ongoing opportunities
to volunteer!

FFF is also looking for volunteers to help on committees, Conclave
assessment, or the Web site. If you are interested, contact Mary Rohrer at
info@TWFF.net
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Contact Your TWFF Officers
President:
We’re on the Web!

See us at:
www.twff.net

Mary Rohrer

info@twff.net

Lavene Jones

lavenejones@sbcglobal.net

Kerri Stephenson

kstephenson1@austin.rr.com

Secretary:

Cynthia Sudds

wilcin12@aol.com

Treasurer:

Glenna Noret

michael.noret@suddenlink.net

Trustees:

Sheila Hood

sahood1@earthlink.net

Betty Burleson

gabbb@hot1.net

Historian:

Sheila Anderson

sanderson2000@austin.rr.com

Immediate Past President:

Sheila Anderson

sanderson2000@austin.rr.com

Sheila Setter

newsletter@twff.net

First Vice President:
Second Vice President of
Membership:

Newsletter Coordinator:
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TWFF Publishing Dates
The last issue for 2007 TWFF Newsletter will be available December 13, 2007.
If you would like to submit articles, photos, or art, please send them to
newsletter@twff.net Deadline for submission is November 22, 2007.

TWFF Advertising Rates
One issue
Swap/sell items–(members):
Text Ads (nonmembers):
Photo property of Gretchen Neubauer

Stacy and Gretchen—2007

Annual
(6 issues)

Free
$5/inch

Business Cards (members):

$5.00

$25

Business Cards (others):

$7.50

$40

1/4 Page Display:

$20

$100

1/3 Page Display:

$30

$150

1/2 Page Display:

$35

$200

Full Page Display:

$50

All ads must be prepaid. Ads with
graphics should be submitted
electronically as high-resolution
JPG files. Please send your ad
requests to Sheila Setter at
newsletter@twff.net
Thank-you!
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