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FIRST VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT, submitted by Sharon Leissner:
Please remember we will be hosting our first fundraiser auction for the year on Friday 
and Saturday night at the broken Bow outing. This will be your chance to pick up some 
great items at a great price so bring your checkbook and prepare to party! A big thanks 
to everyone who participated in the silent auction last year. Whether you donated items 
or bought something we couldn’t do it without you! See you there.

Also, don’t forget that we plan on drawing the winning raffle ticket for the beautiful 
handmade quilt that our ladies have created. Tickets for this fishing themed quilt are 
$5 each or 6 for $20. Tickets will be available at the outing as well as directly from 
me. If you are not able to make the outing and wish to obtain tickets, contact me at 
fundraining@twff.net. 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT, submitted by Karen Gabhardt: 
We now have a total of 135 members to date and 30 that have thus far joined or 
renewed for 2014. Our newest members are Audrey Ambrose (a returning member from 
years past), Mary Batts, Schelle Browning, Cornelia and Ed Gates, Judy Henderson, 
Tammy Notley, Ellen Matthews (an original TWFF member), Yoli and Jesse Medelin, 
Susan Underwood, May and Tony Wright, and  Vicki Zardiackas. Most of these attended 
the Port Aransas or the Blanco outings. We look forward to many hours on the water 
with each of you.

At the Blanco Outing we had the following renewals:
Sammie Aden, Pat & Don Carlson, Gretchen Gettelman, Pam Holland, Mary Kain, Cindy 
Organ, Greg & Sheila Setter, and Linda Whiddon.

If you renew at an outing rather than by mail, I would like to request to have renewal 
money or checks given to me at the mullet mixer on Friday.  You know the saying the 
old grey mare ain’t what she used to be?   Well the ole grey matter ain’t what it used to 
be so in order for me to remember each person who renews and how much money I am 
given please do it during the mullet mixer.

TREASURER’S REPORT, submitted by Mary Kain: 
Our year-to-date budget is in fine shape. We have brought in close to a $1,000 over the 
amount projected in our 2013 Approved Budget.  Finances are on track for year-end 
goals.

Submitted by each officer.

“Our mission is to create opportunities and encourage, educate, and mentor women’s responsible participation in the recreational 
sport of fly fishing. We support the policies/goals of the International Federation of Fly Fishers, are open to women, men, and 

children from beginner to experienced through programs sponsored by women from the Texas Women Fly Fishers.”
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WEBSITE REPORT, submitted by Sheila Setter: 
These are the monthly stats for the TWFF Web Site through Dec 2, 2013.

Most popular pages in November:
• Photo Gallery 
• Home Page
• November Newsletter
• Outings Page 
• January Newsletter

Monthly	  history	  
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Month	   Unique	  visitors	   Number	  of	  
visits	   Pages	   Hits	   Bandwidth	  

Jan	  2013	   1656	   3444	   44794	   59575	   3.17	  GB	  
Feb	  2013	   1629	   3466	   34101	   45163	   2.03	  GB	  
Mar	  2013	   1959	   3997	   69858	   83785	   5.66	  GB	  
Apr	  2013	   1867	   4005	   51462	   64093	   2.91	  GB	  
May	  2013	   2056	   4178	   32370	   42079	   2.61	  GB	  
Jun	  2013	   2286	   4683	   38339	   50208	   2.95	  GB	  
Jul	  2013	   2238	   5140	   58015	   68398	   4.01	  GB	  
Aug	  2013	   2033	   4030	   46583	   56678	   4.35	  GB	  
Sep	  2013	   2021	   4200	   46631	   54720	   3.73	  GB	  
Oct	  2013	   2033	   4239	   40223	   50003	   4.29	  GB	  
Nov	  2013	   1957	   4204	   32522	   40724	   3.34	  GB	  
Dec	  2013	   81	   119	   671	   836	   146.62	  MB	  

Total	   21816	   45705	   495569	   616262	   39.18	  GB	  
	  

	  

	  	  

November	  Visits:	  Duration	  
Number	  of	  visits:	  4204	  -‐	  Average:	  220	  s	   Number	  of	  

visits	   Percent	  
0s-‐30s	   3557	   84.6	  %	  
30s-‐2mn	   189	   4.4	  %	  
2mn-‐5mn	   88	   2	  %	  
5mn-‐15mn	   83	   1.9	  %	  
15mn-‐30mn	   59	   1.4	  %	  
30mn-‐1h	   122	   2.9	  %	  
1h+	   106	   2.5	  %	  
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From the President
By Pat Carlson

Thanksgiving

Now that we have recovered from the turkey getting the best of us, I have time to again reflect on the many things 
in my life that I am so grateful for. Of course there are always the important Life, Health, and Family and I certainly do 
not wish to downplay these but I also think about the major life style change that Fly Fishing has brought. Who would 
have thought, just a few years ago, where Don and I would be at this point in our lives? Much of the credit for this must 
rest with the great friends that we have within our fly fishing and especially the TWFF family. 

Don and I have fished for years but it has always been just us. While this does provide some solitude, the joy of 
experiencing this with good friends is so much more rewarding. We have not been on a single outing that we have not 
learned, laughed, and been made better for it.

Now we have a New Year Rising:

I look forward to this next year with all the new challenges, rewards, and wonderful days on the water. We might even 
be fortunate enough to catch a few fish.  The water flows are looking up. It does help fishing if there is actually water 
in the rivers. We have a fresh outing schedule that will allow visits to familiar places as well as to ones not yet enjoyed. 
We will have even more best friends that we have not yet met.  There will be experiences that will only add to the 
memories that are already deeply engrained in our soles. With all this, how could anyone not be totally thrilled with 
the prospects of a New Year Rising?

We will again start the year with a visit back to an old friend – the beautiful waters of Broken Bow Oklahoma. I have 
said before that trout only live in beautiful places and this is no exception. This is one of our favorite fisheries where 
we can always count on at least a few wonderful trout memories. Diane and Kay are working up what promises to be a 
real winner at Tyler State Park. They tentatively have Rob Woodruff, one of the top East Texas guides signed up to join 
us. Watch for details in the near future.

I am really excited about this coming year and look forward to seeing each of you on the water.

A Special Thank You
One of the great pleasures of being your president is when I receive notes or other communications like the following.

Is there any question as to our support of 
the Casting for Recovery program?
There are many such examples of 
gratitude for our involvement with this 
very worthwhile function. Along with this 
note, she sent a wonderful book that I will 
bring to our outing so that all can enjoy it 
as much as I did.
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Upcoming Outings 

JANUARY 17-19, 2014 
Beavers Bend  
Broken Bow, OK

MARCH 14-16, 2014 
Llano River  
Kingsland, TX

MAY 30 - JUNE 1, 2014 
Tyler State Park  
Tyler, TX

JULY 25-27, 2014 
San Marcos River,  
San Marcos, TX

SEPTEMBER 5-7, 2014 
Port Aransas  
Port Aransas, TX

NOVEMBER 14-16, 2014 
Beavers Bend  
Broken Bow, OK

Port Aransas
Saltwater Outing 2013……Setting Reasonable Expectations!

Submitted by Outing Coordinator, Mary Rohrer

This year’s Saltwater Outing was highly anticipated. After two fine 
years of great surf fishing, about 25 members headed south to the 
fun filled coast town of Port Aransas. Our headquarters again was the 
accommodating Executive Keys condos. The local fishing reports were 
filled with baitfish along the surf line, blitzes crashing, birds everywhere, 
and hot, hot jetty activity.

A handful of members were early arrivers on Friday, Deb Williams, 
Merilyn Evans, Diane and Richard Blair, new member Yoli Medellin, 
Karen Gebhardt, Don and Pat a few others scouted the bays, jetties and 
surf. The weather was typical October Coast all weekend, overcast and 
light winds from the southeast...but no baitfish, no birds and NO FISH! 
 
Fortunately a few anglers hired guides over the weekend. Those were 
the only fish caught, and the catching, even with a guide was arduous. 
Texts and photos of redfish and black drum were our nightlights.  Below 
are photos from Friday. Kate Allen and Stormi Johnson were with 
Chuck Scates. Kate landed a beautiful red; her first on a fly.  Our TWFF 
officers, Nancy Lappin and Mary Kain went out with Billy Trimble. He 
got Mary on a handsome black drum (we all think Mary should use the 
photo for a Christmas card this year…how about that smile!) and Nancy 
on red. 

We were envious on the surf line seeing the texts with photos coming in. It was quiet where we were. The old 
adage, “you should have been here last week” were the local’s response.

Nancy’s Red Fish Kate’s Red Fish Mary’s Black Drum
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The Friday night Mullet Mixer was a whole lot of fun. We had a few door prizes and an 8wt Saltwater TFO 
donation rod.  Stormi “eventually” garnered the rod; with the sale of raffle tickets we raised over $250 for 
Casting for Recovery. Of course the food table was heavily laden with great eats. Like always, the Mixer is 
such a great time to catch up with other members and enjoy the friendship and hospitality of the club that 
makes our outings well attended and such a pleasure! 

Here are the members attending the outing this year:   Angie Rodriguez, Annette Blythe, Cornelia Gates and 
family, Debbie Williams, Diane and Richard Blair, Ellen Matthews, Em Hardy, Joyce Davis, Julie Sieh and her 
husband, Brett,  Karen Gebhardt, Kate Allen, Kay and Les Jackson, Lori McElroy, Mary Rohrer, Mary Kain, 
Marilyn Young, Marilyn Evans, Nancy Lappin, Pat and Don Carlson, Sheila and Robert Anderson, Stormi 
Johnson, Tammy Notley, Yoli Medellin and Mary Wright and her Dad, Tony.

Knowing the fishing conditions were, let’s say, challenging at the least, the emphasis of Saturday’s activities 
was to set realistic expectations about the fishing conditions. Fishing the surf would be unproductive so we 
focused on education. 

Casting Instructions

Knot Tying
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Tammy, Angie, Pat, Sheila, Kate, Em, Mary, Marilyn, Stormi, Diane and Annette
Richard, Diane, and Don set up the TWFF tent and beach headquarters right by Executive Keys on the surf.  
Our awesome casting instructors and gear hounds went into full teaching mode. Sheila Anderson and Diane 
Blair helped out our members with great tips on casting larger rods and larger flies. Nancy Lappin worked 
with new members on the water.  Les Jackson helped members and some locals with casting technique.  Fly 
lines were restrung, new leaders were installed, knots were tied, rigs were set.  Our scouts, Robert Anderson 
and Lori McElroy drove down the beach and over to the jetties looking for bait fish and activities. Alas, not 
much catching going on. Folks came and went from the surf, some tied flies at the condo, a handful headed 
with me after lunch to the South Jetty at Port A. After a lot of casting and no catching at the Jetty, we enjoyed 
a refreshing, cold adult beverage at the Pelican Club overlooking  the harbor. Deb and Merilyn explored the 
North jetty. Julie Sieh and Brett kayaked the Lighthouse Lakes.

Like Friday, the fish pictures below were from our members who hired guides.  Karen Gebhardt and Joyce 
Davis headed out with Eric Knipling. After a long, long search, Joyce landed the nice red. Yoli and Ellen 
Mathews went with Ellen Travis. Again after, lots of poling and picky redfish, Yoli landed her first redfish on a fly 
(whoo-hoo!). 

Joyce’s Red Fish Yoli’s Red Fish
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Our shrimp boil on Saturday night was outstanding. Robert Anderson with his boiling pot expertise prepared 
great shrimp, corn, Cajun sausage, potatoes for us to enjoy. New members Mary and Tony Wright joined us 
for the dinner.  Pat organized a short TWFF meeting and shared with us the status of elections, financials and 
outings for 2014. Afterwards a few folks headed to the pier, others headed to bed!

Julie, Mary, Marilyn, Stormi, Angie and Kate

We welcomed Sunday morning with a sunrise salutation on the beach. Beautiful sunrise with storm clouds 
offshore. All in all a good time was had by all at the Coast this year.
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BLANCO RIVER RECAP
November 1-3, 2013

Coordinator:  Karen Gebhardt 

Well ladies, if you missed the Blanco Outing you do not know which member in TWFF can play the 
accordion, which member can tap dance, which member went to high school with Pee Wee Herman, 
and you missed a lot of good fun.

The Blanco Settlement was such a cute setting.  The best part was that RV’s, cabins and tent sites 
were all within close proximity.  And this allowed us to spend a lot of time together.  In fact many of 
us just hung around the Settlement.  There was such good down time we fished, caught and learned 
new skills.

The Progressive Dinner was a hoot.  We ate too much and part of it was in the dark…no most of it 
was in the dark.  Who planned this anyway?  But thanks to Richard Blair and Brent Blumenthal (Julie 
Sieh’s husband) we had a great little campfire at Mary Kain’s campsite to eat our peach cobbler, 
pecan pie and ice cream.  And those who could not make it…you were missed!

Thank you to everyone who pitched in and brought more than enough food.
  
Those in attendance were: (maybe you can guess the accordion player and tap dancer)

Sammie Aden, Audrey Ambrose, Sheila Anderson, Diane & Richard Blair, Schelle Browning, Jolene 
Buford, Pat & Don Carlson, Beverly & Roger Casey, Coco Davenport, Leslie DeHay, Karen Gebhardt, 
Gretchen Gettelman, Carrie Helmcamp, Pam Holland, Mary Kain, Ellen Matthews, Cindy & Jerry 
Organ, Sheila & Gregg Setter, Julie Sieh& Brent Blumenthal, Kerry Stephenson, and Linda Whiddon.
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Upcoming Broken Bow Outing

Trout Fishing on the Lower Mountain Fork River
Beavers Bend • Broken Bow, Oklahoma
January 17 – 19, 2014
Outing Coordinators: Pat Carlson, Ellen Matthews, & Linda Whiddon
BrokenBowCoordinator@twff.net

It’s time to change out the warm water fly boxes 
and load up the midges and the rest of the trout 
box. We will again travel to beautiful Broken 
Bow in Southeast Oklahoma. We will spend 
January 17-19, 2014, fishing for Brown and 
Rainbow Trout in the well-populated waters of 
the Lower Mountain Fork River. Our fishing will 
concentrate at Beavers Bend State Park which 
is approximately 200 miles northeast of Dallas or 
330 miles North from Houston, TX. As this is a 
holiday weekend it is a great opportunity to spend 
an extra day or two. Many of us will arrive on 
Thursday and leave on Monday or Tuesday.

Due to the popular reviews of past years, the 
Headquarters for this outing will again be at 
Secluded Acres, 2.3 miles north of the main 
(south) entrance to Beavers Bend State Park 
entrance. (Directions are at the end of this 
article). 

Lodging and Headquarters:
Secluded Acres offers 7 great cabins that will 
accommodate small or large groups for those 
wanting to share space and lodge in near 
proximity of other members. The cabins are only 
2 miles from the State Park. Secluded Acres 

also has RV sites available with full hookups. 
We currently have “Jimmy”, “Mark”, and the 
“Triple Oaks” cabins held for us. We will use their 
Meeting Room for our Mullet Mixer, and other 
activities. Please call Tom Verace (580) 494-
7301) and let him know that you are reserving 
with the TWFF group. Make your reservations 
soon, as the cabins will book up quickly. Please 
make your reservations directly with Secluded 
Acres or the alternative lodging of your choice. 
Visit http://www.beaversbendsecludedacres.com/
maps for more information and maps.

Merry
Christmas
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Alternate Lodging:

Motels/Hotel:
For those that prefer a motel to the cabin 
atmosphere, several of us have stayed at the 
Hochatown Country Lodge (888) 673-0016, 
Rooms are very comfortable and includes an 
excellent Continental Breakfast. The Lodge is 
located next to Three Rivers Fly Shop or about 
2.3 miles South of  the Secluded Acres cabins 
and right across from the South or Main entrance 
to the State Park. We are advised that we can get 
a room with two queen beds for ~$65 per night. 
Call Amy for reservations and tell her that you are 
with TWFF for best prices. There are many other 
lodging facilities in or near Broken Bow such as 
the Broken Bow Inn and Microtel Inns & Suites. 
See http://www.broken-bowchamber.com/ for 
other lodging and activities. 

Cabin Rental:
Hidden Hills Cabins,
http://www.hiddenhillscabinsok.com/,
(580) 306-5200, offers up-scale cabins that sleep 
from 2 to 16 persons.

Whip-Poor-Will Resort, http://www.okresort.com/, 
(580) 494-6476. This has been our headquarters 
in the past and the owners are always happy to 
see us.

RV/Tent Camping:
Secluded Acres also has RV sites available. They 
also allow tent camping. Several members have 
stayed here with positive recommendations. 
Again call Tom for your reservations.

RV sites as well as cabins, are available 
in Beavers Bend State Park, http://www.
beaversbend.com/, (580) 494-6300.

This Year’s Activities:

In addition to our regular events, we will be 
having our Silent Auction at this outing. Break out 
your check books and take advantage of some 
great opportunities. There will be many new and 
“gently used” items available that will set up some 
exciting bidding wars – it can get ugly. It will be 
set up in the meeting room with bidding Fri. and 

Sat. Winning bids will be disclosed Sat. after 
dinner and our business meeting. 

Friday, January 17th:

Enjoy a time of great fishing prior to the crowds 
and build up a good appetite for our Mullet Mixer 
that will be held in the Secluded Acres meeting 
room next to the cabins. Please bring a dish to 
share and your favorite beverages around 6:30 
p.m. Jesse King from Three Rivers Fly Shop 
will be our guest speaker and will discuss trout 
fishing the Lower Mountain Fork River. This will 
cover locations, fly selection, techniques, and 
presentations. 

Saturday, January 18th:
TWFF member Chris Johnson has again agreed 
to offer his expertise. He is a licensed guide for 
this river and is the owner of Living Waters Fly 
Fishing, a fly shop and guide service based in 
Round Rock, Texas. He will be conducting a trout 
fishing demo clinic on Sat morning that will be 
free of charge to our members. In the afternoon, 
he will be guiding two people at a time, in two 
hour slots. We can break the scheduling down 
to beginner and advanced pairs depending on 
desires. This will be repeated on Sunday as well. 
There will be a nominal fee for the guide clinics. 
Sign up for the 2 hour guiding slots will be at the 
mixer on Fri. night. 
Chris is ensuring that there will be time available 
for normal privately booked half day or full 
day guide trips on Friday and Monday as well. 
Contact him now to arrange your trip with one of 
the best instructors you will find. Living Waters 
Fly Fishing. http://www.livingwatersflyfishing.com 
(512) 507-7733. 



 11twff.net     December 2013

Saturday breakfast and lunch are on your own. 
Saturday night dinner will likely be catered Bar-
B-Que and enjoyed in the meeting room around 
6:30 p.m. Our business meeting will follow the 
dinner. This is one meeting not to miss. We will 
be inducting our new 2014 officers and bidding 
farewell to the outgoing officers. Additionally, we 
will be voting to approve the 2014 budget.

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday ….or as long as 
you like more fishing. Meals are on your own 
those days although last year we held a great 
impromptu pizza party on Sunday evening.

As you head back home, please don’t cry. 
Remember that we tentatively have a second trip 
to Broken Bow in November. Not much better 
than the fall colors in southeast OK.

About the Lower Mountain Fork River:

Didymo, an aquatic nuisance species commonly 
referred to as “rock snot,” has been identified 
in the Lower Mountain Fork River. To prevent 
spreading this undesirable organism, please 
clean and dry waders and other fishing 
equipment after use in the Lower Mountain Fork 
River.

The Lower Mountain Fork flows south out of 
Broken Bow Reservoir. This tailwater is the 
most noted year-round trout fishery in the state. 
Brown and rainbow trout are stocked regularly 
and may be found throughout the stream and its 
tributaries. The designated trout area includes a 
12-mile reach of the Lower Mountain Fork River 
extending from Broken Bow Dam down stream 

to U.S. Highway 70 bridge. About 5 Miles of this 
designated trout stream lies within Beavers Bend 
State Park, which offers excellent fishing access.

Spillway Creek:

Spillway Creek is a tributary of the Lower 
Mountain Fork River that is a part of the 
designated trout area. This is as close as it 
gets to a high Rocky Mountain Stream. This 
1 1/2 mile stretch is the first section of the 12 
mile designated trout stream and is one of the 
most popular fishing areas on the river. Several 
of our members have enjoyed successful trout 
fishing in this area. Several fish habitat structures 
have been installed throughout this section 
of the stream to improve fishing quality and 
angler success. Trout are stocked near these 
strictures, providing excellent places for angler 
to begin their trout fishing adventures. Habitat 
structures include boulder clusters, rock weirs 
and veins and medium stage check dams. 
These improvement areas are being stocked 
with trout on a regular basis to make your fishing 
better. A state record 17 pound 4 ounce brown 
trout was caught in 2005 from Zone II of the 
Lower Mountain Fork River. Below Beavers 
Bend State Park there are public access points 
at the Regulation Dam and Presbyterian Falls 
as well as a fee access site located near the 
Highway 70 bridge. You will need map and good 
instructions to get to Presbyterian Falls. We do 
not recommend fishing Presbyterian Falls area 
due to the remoteness of the area. Always fish 
with a buddy if you visit this area and let others 
know where you are going.
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Non-Resident License Fee as follows:

Note: Residents of Texas who are 65 years of age or older are exempt.
Annual $55.00
6 day $35.00
•  Fishing license can be obtained online for an additional $3.00 fee. 
•  Non-residents may also order licenses directly from the Wildlife Department by calling
(405) 521-3852. Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. till 4:30p.m. (Visa or MasterCard only. Allow for mailing 
time to receive your license).

Lower Mountain Fork River Special Regulations
Trout Regulations:
• Brown trout (Entire Stream) - Daily limit: one (1); 
size limit: 20-inch minimum.
• Rainbow trout - Daily limit: six (6) combined 
from Red and Blue Zones. See Detailed Zone 
regulations below.

Special Regulations by Zone:

Blue Zone: (From the Broken Bow Reservoir 
spillway downstream to the Lost Creek diversion 

structure; from the first Hwy 259A scenic bridge 
downstream to the State Park Dam; and from the 
mouth of Rough Branch Creek downstream to 
Hwy 70 bridge):
• Rainbow trout – Daily limit: six (6); no minimum 
size limit.
• Use of bait and barbed hooks is permitted.

Red Zone: (From the Lost Creek diversion 
structure downstream to the first Hwy. 259A 
scenic bridge, including the Lost Creek channel; 
and from the State Park Dam downstream to the 
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mouth of Rough Branch Creek):
• Rainbow trout – Daily limit: one (1); Size limit: 
20 – inch minimum.
• Possession of any trout less than 20- inches is 
prohibited.
• Use of bait or barbed hooks is prohibited in the 
Red Zone. Fishing is restricted to barbless hooks, 
artificial flies and artificial lures only.

For more details on the regulations and license 
requirements, check out the General Trout 
Regulations Beavers Bend State Park and the 
2013 Oklahoma Fishing Guide,
http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/laws_regs/
fishing_guide.htm

What to Bring:

Waders, Long Johns, Wading Boots with Felt 
Bottoms or studded rubber soles, Wading Staff, 
and Net: The water is cold year round plus we 
are visiting in January so dress accordingly. Last 
year we found the days in the mid 60s but it will 
most likely be cold so dress in layers so you can 
‘shed’ some clothes as it warms during the day. 
You’ll need long johns or fleece undergarments, 
gloves, and a warm hat as well. The rocks are 
slippery and felt bottoms or rubber soles with 
studs are a must. Make sure you have a wading 
staff and USE IT! This is a great time of year for 
fishing so be sure and include a net for landing 
your monster. Waders and boots may be rented 
from the local fly shops. 

Rod and line size: A 5-6 weight is normal for this 
river but you can also use 3-4 weight fly rod for a 
bit more action with smaller fish. Normal leader is 
a 9’ 4-6x with matching tippet. Shorter leader may 
be beneficial in lower water. The club has loaner 
rods/reels for your use if needed.

Streamers: Olive Wooly Bugger, with/without 
bead head size 8-10. All white and black/olive are 
also good. White or silver/white minnow style and 
white Zonker #6 long. Sheila Anderson’s olive 
Slayer has always been a winner.

Nymphs: Prince, Pheasant Tail w/ or w/o bead 
(flash back OK too), Gold rib hares ear, Brassie, 
Copper John w/ or w/o legs, Red fox squirrel, are 

all working standards. All of these in size 14 – 18.

Midges: In red, pearl, black, # 20-22, Soft hackle 
in orange and olive are good colors.

Dry Fly: Parachute Adams #14-16, Caddis in tan 
or gray # 12-14, Blue Wing Olive # 18.

Attractors: San Juan worm in tan, chartreuse # 
14-16, Egg pattern in pink or orange (use both as 
an attractor on a double dropper rig) # 14 – 18.

Guides and Shops:

• Three Rivers Fly Shop:
http://www.threeriversflyshop.com/ (580) 241-
5644 Jesse and Linda King are great supporters 
of TWFF. Members have enjoyed Jesse’s guide 
service in past years. WEB Site has stream 
conditions and Fishing Reports. 

• Beavers Bend Fly Shop:
http://www.beaversbendflyshop.com/ (580) 494-
6071 owner Eddie and Roberta Brister. Eddie 
also is a great TWFF supporter and donated our 
door prize last year. Guides are available through 
the shop. Located on the river inside the park.

• Rob Woodruff Guide Service:
http://flyfishingfork.com/ (902) 967-2665. His 
Fishing Entomology class should not be missed 
by anyone looking for better understanding of the 
bugs in the water. He also is one the best guides 
on this river. If you are interested in Tenkara 
fishing – he is your man.

• Chris Johnson Living Waters Fly Fishing:
http://www.livingwatersflyfishing.com (512) 
828-3474. Chris and his wife Emily are actually 
members of TWFF. He, Emily, and Matt have 
been instrumental in recent years as speakers 
and instructors at several of the TWFF outings.

Oklahoma Wildlife Department Trout Stocking 
Schedule:

http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/fishing/trout_
stock_schedule.htm
This site will provide the current stocking 
schedule for this river.
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R.S.V.P.:

DON’T DELAY – Send an email to 
BrokenBowCoordinator@twiff.net when your 
lodging reservations are confirmed so we can 
plan for our activities and meal. Let us know 
where you are staying and your arrival/departure 
dates. Also please indicate your mobile phone.

Directions to Secluded acres

Drive North out of Broken Bow on Highway 
259. You will pass the Main or South entrance 
(Highway 259A) to Beaver Bend State Park. 
Hochatown Country Lodge and Three River Fly 
Shop are on your left. Continue on 2.3 miles and 
just after the North or Dam road entrance, you 
will see Secluded Acres Country Store and RV 
Park on your left.

Go into the store and check in.
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2014 Election Results
 

2014 elections results are in from our Election Judges and Independent Tabulators, Rozlynn Orr
and Vicki Andrews.

Please join me as we welcome the new members of the executive board:
 
1st VP for Fundraising – Cindy Organ
Treasurer – Marilyn Young
Trustee – Ellen Matthews

As detailed in our Bylaws, TWFF elections are held on a yearly basis and positions consist of 2– year 
terms. These are staggered elections for the president, 2nd VP, secretary and 2 trustees one year 
followed by elections for the 1st VP, treasurer, and one trustee the following year.  
The staggered elections allow for continuity in leadership within our organization.
 
Please welcome our new board members and let them know you appreciate their contribution to the 
club. Being on the board is fun and rewarding. We will be looking for new leaders again for 2015. If you 
enjoy the club, set a goal to serving on the board as a way to give back to the organization that you 
enjoy. We’ll need new ideas, thoughts, and designs to drive TWFF into the upcoming years.

We would really like to thank our outgoing board members, Sharon Leissner – retiring as 1st VP of 
Fund Raising, Mary Kain – Treasurer, and Britta Hebert – Trustee for their time and dedication to TWFF. 
Sharon is retiring as our fundraiser. She has kept our auctions going and rounded up all sorts of fun 
merchandise, fly fishing paraphernalia and our very favorites, those guided trips! Sharon managed one 
of the most successful auctions in TWFF’s history bringing in more than $2,800 in one weekend. Mary has 
kept TWFF’s finances in great shape. The attention to detail in this position is vital to the organization. 
The unsung heroes of TWFF are the Trustees. Britta has served in this position with great devotion. The 
trustees are often asked to step in to handle special projects or to work on some challenge that does not 
fall under another board member. They most importantly serve as a sounding board for the president. In 
this role Britta’s contribution has been immeasurable. All said, it doesn’t get much better than this! 

Thank-you Sharon, Mary, and Britta! 

Introducing the 2014 TWFF Board: 
President – Pat Carlson 
1st VP Fundraising – Cindy Organ 
2nd VP Membership – Karen Gebhardt 
Secretary – Joyce Davis 
Treasurer – Marilyn Young 
Trustees – Vicki Andrews, Rozlynn Orr, Ellen Matthews
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TWFF Membership Renewal---
It’s the end of the year and time for all of us to renew our TWFF membership for 2014. You may 
renew your membership at the Broken Bow outing in January or if you wish, you may also mail 
your renewal to:

Karen Gebhardt
PO Box 229
Johnson City, TX  78636

Please make your check payable to TWFF and get it in the mail today!

We have again chosen not to raise our dues but rather would very much appreciate any additional 
donations you would like to contribute. Single memberships are $20 and Family memberships are 
$25. 
Also, please be sure to note any changes in your addresses, phone numbers, or e-mail.

Any new or renewal membership dues received in the last quarter of the year (after Oct 1, 2013) 
will be considered paid in full through December 2014.

IFFF Membership

We also encourage our members to also join the International Federation of Fly Fishers. As an af-
filiate club of IFFF, TWFF pays dues for all Non-IFFF members. The club does not have to pay for 
members with IFFF membership. It is important that you inform Karen of your IFFF membership 
status.

Annual IFFF Individual Membership: $35.
Annual IFFF Family Membership: $45.
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TWFF Bits
TX. Council REPORT, submitted by Joyce Davis:
Stronger emphasis is being placed on conservation, including water conservation. There is a tight focus on the future water 
planning board as the TPWD and the Legislature moves forward.  Jere Anderson, the Conservation Chair for the TX. Council, 
has requested communications about our conservation activities so that we get credit for our efforts. Look for more about 
conservation news in upcoming Flylines.   

And the excitement is building for the TX Council Expo June 12-14 in New Braunfels.  Jen Ripple is coming to host the 
women’s program.  There will be a breakfast for the women only on Friday of the event.  There will be casting and tying for 
women plus a few presentations will be directed towards women.  Check out Jen Ripple’s online magazine, “The Dun”.  
http://dunthemagazine.com/.

Inventory
Did you all know that TWFF owns a great inventory of equipment that is available to members for their use at our outings? 
In the past several months we have added to an already good inventory to allow sufficient loaner equipment for most any 
eventuality. The latest additions include a 2 wt.  Finesse rod with a  BVK Reel and line. Also an 8 wt. Pro series CFR model rod 
with a HSR II reel and line. We also added a 6 wt. NXT reel to match an existing rod. 

A special thanks to Diane Blair and the wonderful folks at Temple Fork Outfitters for their help in making this possible at great 
savings to TWFF.

Our total inventory now includes:

2 wt.TFO Finesse rod and reel (1 each)
5 wt. TFO Pro Series Rods and reels (6 each)
6 wt. rod and reel (1 each)
8 wt.  rods and reels (2 each)

We also have added four new fly tying vises and full sets of tools to the four sets we already owned. We also have a full 
complement of fly tying hooks and material now.

Trout Fest
Mark your calendars for February 21 – 23, in New Braunfels, for this event. While the Guadalupe River Trout Unlimited (GRTU) 
chapter has named this “Trout” Fest, it is certainly more than that. This is truly a Fly Fishing Exposition. It is chocked full of 
lectures, classes, and vendors offering everything any fly fisher would want. Dave and Emily Whitlock are the featured quests 
for this event. If you have not met Emily, you owe it to yourself to attend this event. Her husband is alright too.
http://www.grtutroutfest.org

Next Fly Lines
Our next issue of this Newsletter will be out by mid February. We are really looking for articles for all to enjoy. Let us hear 
about your latest adventures. Submissions are due by January 31, 2014.
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Chris’ Skating Hex
Tied by Chris Johnson

of Living Waters Fly Fishing

Fly of the Day

Hook:  TMC 5212, Size 6-10
Thread: 75 Denier GSP, White
Tail: Stripped Hackle Quills, Grizzly Yellow
Body:  Yellow Deer Body Hair, spun and bound on shank
Underwing:  Spun CDC, Yellow and Bright Yellow mixed,
trimmed flush on bottom 
Wing: Yellow Deer Body Hair, stacked and trimmed flush on bottom
Hackle:  Grizzly Dyed Yellow 
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While visiting my daughter in California, I’ve 
had the opportunity to explore several different 
trout fisheries, enjoying the exhilarating fight of 
the wild trout on both the Pit River and the Fall 
River, and fishing the quintessential trout fishery, 
Hat Creek, once a fly fishing playground for the 
California Rich and Famous.  Much closer to her 
home in Sacramento, the Yuba River could easily 
be my favorite fishing spot in California.  Located 
in the heart of “gold rush” country, the Yuba was 
nearly destroyed in the mid-nineteenth century 
by hydraulic mining, the use of water cannons to 
blast away the canyon walls that bracketed the 
river, separating the gold from the gravel in long 
wooden sluices, then dumping the debris back into 
the river, a practice that raised the riverbed by 50 
to 100 feet causing massive flooding of the farms in 
the Sacramento River Valley, and creating additional 
flooding problems all the way to San Francisco.  
Lawsuits in the late 1800s brought the practice to 
a halt, but not before the damage had been done.  
Through careful management, the Yuba River has 
become a miraculous testament to nature’s ability 
to recover from near destruction.  It is an absolutely 
beautiful river to float, the fishing is spectacular, 
while the Yuba Goldfields, mountains of gravel that 
remain on the banks of the river, cast shadows that 
eerily remind us of its once near destruction.

Twice I have fished the Yuba with Dave Barbieri, a 
guide whose bio I found on a Sacramento fly shop 
web site, a bio that appealed to me because it 
described him as an FFF Certified Casting Instructor, 
a skill that would come in handy since my daughter 
was so new to the sport.  Dave is an excellent fly 
fishing guide, he knows the river very well having 
grown up fishing it with his father.   Guiding 
primarily on the Yuba and the nearby Feather River, 
Dave has years of practice teaching the skills his 
clients utilize to catch steelhead, trout and shad.  
When Dave offered on our last trip to fish for trout 
in the morning and shad in the afternoon, I told him 
that where I come from shad is considered baitfish.  
I didn’t understand the draw of shad fishing even 
though I had heard it is a popular season for fly 
fishers in California.  

Shad come upstream into the rivers from the Pacific 
to spawn, much like our white bass swim upstream 
in our hill country rivers from the lakes to spawn.  In 
fact, there are other similarities to our white bass 
fishing that I plan to try next spring providing we 
actually have a white bass run.  The male shad are 
smaller and more plentiful than the females, and 
they utilize “daisy chain” like mating dance during 
their spawn.  We watch the water for this telltale, 
nervous water.

Fishing for shad is unlike anything I have tried 
before, the cast and strip become jig and drop 
motions using a 25’ sink tip line.   While Dave keeps 
the drift boat in the “lane” along the deep bank, our 
flies are probably fifteen feet or so below us in the 
current.  Our line hand pinches and holds the line 
at the stripping guide on the rod as we pull the line 
from the guide to our shoulder causing the fly to 
“jig” up about two to three feet.  We then allow the 
current to take our fly back down, never releasing 
the line from our hold because this is when the shad 
strike, on the drop.  When they strike you feel it, a not 
so subtle take that induces the strip set, and the fight 
(or flight) is on.  These shad run like bonefish!  I was 
taken to the backing for the first time ever by a not-
so-small male, a thrilling run that had me giggling!  
Stiff with large scales, shad surprisingly resemble 
our white bass in their appearance.  Hopefully the 
conditions next spring, during our white bass run, 
will be similar enough to try this technique, the jig 
and drop.  If it works, I’ll let you know.
 
 

Fly Fishing on the Yuba River in Northern California
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Bill Sargeant

Eddie and Roberta, new owners
of Beaver Bend Fly Shop

www.cabelas.com

www.Backwoods.comwww.brokenbowchamber.com

chums.comPolarBearCoolers.com

www.jimteeny.com 888.425.1141www.geargrabbar.com

www.duanehada.com

www.athenstx.org

www.BTsFlyFishing.com

www.mariner-sails.com

Kimble County Chamber of Commerce
www.junctiontexas.net

Flywater Angling Adventures
stevehollensed@texoma.net

 Thanks to Members and Friends of TWFF  for all the donations, 
hard work, support and love that has been given to

Texas Women Fly Fishers. 

THANK YOU for helping TWFF to continue to grow!
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Next Fly Lines
Our next issue of this Newsletter will be out Feb. 14th. We are really looking for articles for all to 

enjoy. Let us hear about your latest adventures. Submissions are due by January 31, 2014.

 

2014 TWFF Events  

January 18
 

 

 

 

    

    

February 1-2

February 21-23

March 8-9

June 12-15

October 17-19

Red River Rendezvous Fly Tying

FFF Fly Tying Festival, Houston

GRTU Trout Fest, New Braunfels

Fly Fish Texas, Athens

FFF TX Council Expo, New Braunfels

Oktoberfish, Junction

Month 2014 TWFF EVENTS

Dates       TWFF Coordinated Outings Coordinators  

Jan 17 - 19  Broken Bow Pat Carlson 
   Ellen Matthews 
   Linda Whiddon  
 
March 14-16 Kingsland Karen Gebhardt 
   Vicki Zardiackas 

May 30 – Jun 1 Tyler State Park Diane Blair 
   Kay Jackson 

July 25-27 San Marcos River Sheila Anderson 
   Kerri Stephenson 
   Lori McElroy 
  
Sept 5-7 Port Aransas Mary Rohrer 
   Gretchen Gettelman 
   Sammie Aden 

Nov 14-16 Broken Bow TBD 

Mark Your Calendar Now!!
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Contact Your TWFF Officers
President: Pat Carlson info@twff.net

1st VP of Fundraising: Sharon Leissner fundraising@twff.net

2nd VP  
of Membership: Karen Gabhardt membership@twff.net

Secretary: Joyce Davis secretary@twff.net

Treasurer: Mary Kain treasurer@twff.net

Trustees: Vicki Andrews      

 Britta Hebert

 Rozlynn Orr  trustees@twff.net

Past President: Rozlynn Orr 

Newsletter : Lisa Bellar newsletter@twff.net

Message Board 
Mediator: Mary Kain pwinfo@twff.net 

Webmaster: Sheila Setter webmaster@twff.net 

If your personal email address changes, please contact: membership@twff.net. 

TWFF Publishing Dates
2013 TWFF Newsletter publication dates: 
Submissions guidelines: Please send text for newsletter articles in Word or the 
body of an email. Attach photos independently of the text documents rather than 
embedding them in your Word docs. Please also include photo captions or name 
the photos to indicate captions. Any items received less than a week before the 
publication date will not appear in that issue of the newsletter. Thank you!!! 

Submissions due in by:   Publication date:  
January 21   February 14
April 18   May 2
June 13   June 27
July 25   August 8
October 3   October 17    

TWFF Advertising Rates
 
 One Annual 
 Issue (6 issues) 

Swap/sell items–(members): Free  

Text Ads (nonmembers): $5/inch  

Business Cards (members): $5.00 $25 

Business Cards (others): $7.50 $40 

1/4 Page Display: $20 $100 

1/3 Page Display: $30 $150 

1/2 Page Display: $35 $200 

Full Page Display: $50

All ads must be 
prepaid. Ads with 
graphics should be 
submitted  
electronically as 
high-resolution JPG 
files. Please send 
your ad requests to 
Lisa Bellar at  
newsletter@twff.net

Thank-you!

Calling all writers,  
photographers, and artists!

We are looking for stories,  
articles, photographs, and  
illustrations. If you’d like to  
submit something for the  

newsletter, please send it at  
least three (3) weeks prior to the 

upcoming publishing date.

E-mail:
newslettter@twff.net

We’re on the Web!

See us at:

www.twff.net

mailto:info@twff.net
mailto:fundraising@twff.net
mailto:membership@twff.net
mailto:secretary@twff.net
mailto:treasurer@twff.net
mailto:trustees@twff.net
mailto:pwinfo@twff.net
http://www.twff.net/

