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“Our mission is to create opportunities and encourage, educate, and mentor women’s responsible participation in the
recreational sport of fly fishing. We support the policies/goals of the Federation of Fly Fishers, are open to women, men,
and children from beginner to experienced through programs sponsored by women from the Texas Women Fly Fishers.”
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FIRST VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT, submitted by Sharon Leissner:
Our first silent auction will take place in April at the Glen Rose outing. We have
trips, rods, reels, flies, clothing, etc. and lots of other cool things. Some items
to be included are a Lamson reel, TFO BVK 5 wt. 9ft rod, ½ day carp fishing
with Shannon Drawe, full day trout fishing with Chris Johnson at Living Waters,
clothes from Girls On The Fly, signed Duane Hada print, and lots of other neat
stuff. Please let me know if you would like to donate anything for the silent
auction or if you can help procure smaller, new items. You can support TWFF
while getting some great deals for yourself. The silent auction will be Friday and
Saturday night in the barn at Country Woods Inn.
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT, submitted by Nancy Lappin:
Welcome to our new members: from Round Rock we have Amanda & Matt
Bennet and also Emily & Chris Johnson. Em Hardy & son Drew from Austin,
Heather & Ryan Gehrke from Plano, Susan Rhodes from Spring Branch, and
Karla Grimwood (a returning member) from Ft. Worth.
Membership renewals for 2013 are still underway. Single memberships are $20
and Family memberships are $25. We welcome any extra donation gift with
your renewal so we can continue to keep our dues at the same 2011 rates.
Please send your checks to:
Nancy Lappin - TWFF Membership
2218 Oak Shores Dr
Kingwood,TX 77339
TREASURER’S REPORT, submitted by Mary Kain:
Starting the new year with Y-T-D 84 new and renewing members is a great
kickoff! The first of our two Silent Auctions...which generate a major portion
of our yearly income...will be held at the next outing in Glen Rose. Bring those
checkbooks!!
WEBSITE REPORT, submitted by Sheila Setter:
January 1 – February 12, 2013 we had a total of 4,800 total visits which broke
down as January: 3,444, February 1 – 12, 2013: 1,356
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From the President
By Pat Carlson

Wow!! What a tremendous
honor to be your president. As
we enter a new year – Hang On
- here we go!
You have elected several
new officers that will join the
continuity of experienced
officers. We are all finding our
balance in these positions.
As I digest this position that
you have entrusted to me,
I have thought much about
what this responsibility should
entail. I view my position as a
coordinator and cheerleader. I
am not an expert at any one
facet, but I have experienced
and seen most of it. I have
noted the experience and
expertise of others as well as
the friendship and willingness
to mentor and share. I will
depend on your help and
friendship throughout the next

couple of years. We will be
making all decisions together. I
like many folks in the kitchen. It
always seems to make the best
meals that we can all be proud
of. My hope is to further build
on our basic mission stated in
our Home Page. “Our mission
is to create opportunities and
encourage, educate, and
mentor women’s responsible
participation in the recreational
sport of fly fishing”.
TWFF has also done
noteworthy work with charity
and conservation efforts. I
have heard it said that this is
only fishing, but this giving
back to others is far more than
just fishing. It gives us the
satisfying feeling of caring for
not only the fisheries but for
those around us. Being a part
of such an organization brings

Upcoming Outings
APRIL 5-7
Paluxy River,
Glen Rose, TX
JUNE 7-9
N. Llano River,
The Slab at Kingsland, TX
JULY 26-28
Fly Tying and Casting,
Salado, TX
OCTOBER 11-13
Saltwater,
Port Aransas, TX
NOVEMBER 1-3
Blanco River,
Blanco, TX
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great pride in saying that we
are part of the Texas Women
Fly Fishers. My husband and
I belong to a couple of other
clubs, but none have the track
record of TWFF. These are
things of which we can all be
proud.
Others have referred to our
club as a family. This certainly
reflects my view. We have
many avenues for involvement
with this family. The wonderful
outings that are made even
more special through the
volunteers that step up to host
these events. Our next outing
will be in Dinosaur country
fishing the lovely Paluxy River.
This was a great outing the last
time we were there and this
promises to be no exception.
Please see the full write-up later
in this news letter. I sure hope
to see you all there. We are
always looking for new waters
to fish and hosts to show us the
way. If you have ideas contact
me or the outing committee.
We have a great Website that is
only going to get better in the
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near future. This site provides
much information like the
Fishing Resources section that
has a wealth of information on
Safety, Equipment, Casting and
more. There are also sections
providing information of club
activities, outing information,
links to many other useful
Websites, and a tremendous
Photo Gallery. This photo
collection is a wonderful
scrapbook of our club activities.
Please send in not only your
outing pictures but also any
fishing pictures that you would
like to share. This site also
has a members only message
board. Please read on and see
what’s happening with this.

In the next year, we hope to
be able to bring in a couple
of nationally known women
speakers as special guests to
our outings. We are looking
for ladies that are excellent
representatives in the fly fishing
world who would be willing to
visit us for a reasonable cost.
It could be a guide, someone
in equipment manufacturing/
sales, or instructors. Roz has
already laid the groundwork
by talking with some who have
indicated a willingness to speak
if we can work out the logistics.
I will be following up on these
and others. Please let me know
of any one that you feel would
benefit our club.

Approximately six times a
year the club publishes this
newsletter, “Fly Lines”. We are
always looking for stories to
publish. Let us all hear about
your last fishing trip or maybe
an interview of some notable in
the industry. In this issue, we
have started including some
product reviews and fly tying
recipes that I hope you will
enjoy.

As great as TWFF is already,
with the experience of all the
members, this organization can
only get better, but only with
the input and involvement of
each and every one of us. Let
me know what you would like
to see in the club and how you
would like to get involved.
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To the Bestest,
Goodest, Most
Fishingest, Fly
Fishing Club in Texas!

By Rozlynn Orr

What good fortune I’ve had to have
had such an enjoyable time with
TWFF over the past few years. As
past president, I cannot adequately
thank the club enough for my
numerous pleasurable experiences
that I have had with my fellow fly
fishers!
I want to thank everyone for the
nifty little Tenkara rod that was my
appreciation gift for my service. I
became acquainted with Tenkara
from my friend Misaka Ishimura
who was co-authoring a book,
Tenkara: Radically Simple, Ultralight
Fly Fishing, with Dr. Kevin C.
Kelleher, MD. In 2011, the book hit
the market and I reviewed it and we
have that review on our Resources
page on our TWFF Website at http://
www.twff.net/Fly%20Fishing%20
Resources/resource%20pages/
Tenkara%20Japanese%20Style%20
Fly%20Fishing.pdf. It’s an enjoyable
and interesting read and full of
information and it’s available on
the Internet for those wishing to
delve into the world of Tenkara.
After fishing the ultralight rod, I can
attest that it is truly enjoyable but it
is no replacement for fly fishing and
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casting. The technique is certainly
simplistic and non-demanding
for the angler. I returned to Broken
Bow after our outing and gave the
little rod its debut in the fast, troutfilled waters. While many fish were
hooked, I had trouble bringing
them to hand. All of the takes I had
were very delicate and the fish were
easily controlled with the ‘willowy’
rod as they ran back and forth.
Landing them proved to be more
of a problem and I’m sure that will
improve with more practice. Luckily,
I had my Kebari flies (Tenkara style
flies) with me and the fish seemed
to be drawn to my flies. For those
interested, I noticed there are
books and dvds cropping up on
tying Tenkara flies available on the
Internet. Most of the flies are sparse,
reverse tied, soft hackle flies that are
easy to tie.

All said, it’s obvious Tenkara will
never replace our western style of
fly fishing but it sure makes for a fun
day on the water. It’s also a great
way to fish if you have physical
limitations or a shoulder injury.
It’s a great fad for now and at a
reasonable price. It’s also nice to
learn more about fly fishing in other
cultures!

After fishing with the rod for a
bit, I realized I missed the action
and beauty of casting. These rods
have no reel and you fish with a
longer extended line that you place
through the fishable waters, similar
to the English style of dapping.
While easy to do, it lacks the
challenges of traditional fly fishing
and casting skills. Can you imagine
the IFFF (International Fly Fishing
Federation) doing away with the
CCI, Certified Casting Instructors
because we’re all fishing Tenkara
style? I think not!

See ya on the water!
Rozlynn Orr

Again, thanks to all the great folks
I’ve shared the waters with over the
past several years and to all our
terrific past presidents and board
members that have made TWFF the
premier fishing club that it is!
Good luck to Pat and her new crew
to guide us into the future!
I can’t wait to hook a bass on the
Tenkara rod this summer!
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Broken Bow Oklahoma
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January 18 - 20, 2013
Pat & Don Carlson Hosts
Check out more photos from this
outing in our Photo Gallery!
Upon moving this outing from the
usual dates in February to the
January dates, there was considerable concern regarding the
weather. This proved to be wasted
worry. What better way to spend
a holiday week-end than to be on
the water surrounded by two of
Gods most beautiful creations.
First, the majestic mountains and
water of Southern Oklahoma, plus
the presence of one of the finest
game fish in the country. These
are then coupled with the friendship of many of the country’s best
women fly fishers. It is most understandable that this was such a
great success.

This experience was shared by the
following individuals: Kate Allen,
Sheila & Robert Anderson, Jessica Archer, Pat & Jim Bass, Jan
Bates, Lisa Bellar, Amanda & Matt
Bennet, Diane & Richard Blair, Annette Blythe, Pat & Don Carlson,
Joyce Davis, Frances Estes, Carrie

Helmcamp, Emily & Chris Johnson, Stormi Johnson, Mary Kain,
Nancy Lappin, Sharon Leissner,
Lori McElroy & Eric Merrill, Laurie
Olson, Rozlynn Orr, Debbie Price,
Keira Quam & Don Miller, Mary
Rohrer, Julie & Brent Sieh, Kerri
& Jim Stephenson, Janice Togal,
Lindy Wilks, Marilyn & Harris
Young.

The weekend was made even

net and his wife Amanda. Chris
started us off with a presentation Friday night. This interactive
discussion focused on trout fishing
in general and the Lower Mountain Fork region specifically. We
were all able to ask many questions and by the end of the evening
had a better understanding of the
aspects of Nymph fishing, Dry fly
fishing, and Fast water fishing. The
slide presentation was made even
more special with the inclusion of
many photos of TWFF members
fishing Broken Bow last year. On
Saturday and Sunday, Chris, Emily,
and Matt took these lessons to
the next level with on the water
instruction. Chris and Matt demonstrated techniques and took a
close up and personal look at the

more special by the education and
coaching of our special guests
Chris and Emily Johnson from
Living Waters Fly-Fishing, a fly
shop and guide service, based in
Round Rock, TX. Chris brought
along another great educator
who works in the shop, Matt Ben-

aquatic bugs of the river and how
to best match them. Members
then spread out for additional oneon-one coaching. Chris, Matt and
their wives so enjoyed this group
that they were quick to join as
members of TWFF. We can’t wait
to see them at future outings.

As we have noted in the past,
these women can not only fish
– THEY CAN COOK. Our Mullet
Mixer buffet line presented more
great food than Friday night at
Luby’s. We do need to make sure
next year that we have bigger
plates.
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Like last year the reconstruction
of the river in places, led to some
outstanding fishing success stories for most everyone whether in
the fast rapids of Spillway Creek
or the more placid waters of
Evening Hole. The rains on Saturday showed that there are no
“fair weather” fishers in this club.
After paying their dues, all were
rewarded with beautiful sunshine

on Sunday and Monday.
Saturday night we were welcomed
by Priscilla at the Beavers Bend
Restaurant for good food and our
business meeting. Priscilla opened
the restaurant just for our private
party which provided for an excellent venue right on the river. We
give a special thank you to Priscilla
and her family. During this meeting, our outgoing president, Roz,
gave special “Thank You” gifts to
all members of her staff and was
in turn presented a Tenkara fishing outfit to recognize and thank
her for the outstanding contributions she has made as president
for the past three years. For those
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staying until Monday, we enjoyed
an impromptu pizza party Sunday
night at the Grateful Head Pizza
Parlor. The women at “Girls Gone
Wild” have nothing on this group.
Another special thanks must go to
Eddie and Roberta Brister the new
owners of Beavers Bend Fly Shop.
During earlier visits to Broken
Bow, Eddie informed us that he
wanted to do something for TWFF.
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This resulted in the donation of a
great Double Rod/Reel Tube for
our door prize. He has also included TWFF in his shop Website
links. Anytime any of us are in the
Broken Bow area, please stop in
and see Priscilla and Eddie.
We also need to thank Sheila &
Robert Anderson, Kerri & Jim
Stephenson, and Mary Rohrer for
sharing their wonderful Centennial
Lodge for our mixer Friday night.
Most of all - thanks to the great
members of TWFF for making this
another memorable outing. Thank
you Roz for your outstanding hand
at the helm. You will be a hard act
to follow.
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UPCOMING TWFF OUTING
APRIL 5-7, 2013 PALUXY RIVER
GLEN ROSE, TX

Celebrate spring by joining TWFF in the quaint town of Glen Rose, where dinosaurs used to roam!
Headquarters for this outing will be at:
Country Woods Inn Bed & Breakfast
(Main House and Barn)
420 Grand Ave.
Glen Rose, Tx 76043
Contact: Helen Kerwin
Phone: 817-279-3002
Email: countrywoodsinn@yahoo.com
Website: www.countrywoodsinn.com
We will have our Mullet Mixer on Friday, April 5 at 6:30pm in the Barn at Country Woods Inn. Our
speaker will be Sean Polk from Tailwaters Fly Shop in Dallas. In addition to being an avid fly tier, Sean
is well known in the DFW area as a fly fishing super-guru with a deep depth of knowledge about all
the local fisheries. He is also an incredible instructor and is passionate about his home waters of the
Paluxy River and Gulf Coast. He will present the Paluxy, where to fish and what to use. Following his
presentation there will be a 30 minute session on tying knots and entomology for the area. Sean will
also have a selection of flies, leaders, floatant, etc. available for last minute purchase if you forget
anything.
Saturday morning there will be two classes, both at 9:00am, on the Grounds of Country Woods Inn.
Sean will teach Fly Fishing For Beginners for beginning casters and Diane Blair will teach Diagnosing
and Curing your Casting Problems for intermediate casters. There’s a great article on the website from
Al Crise about fishing the Paluxy. It’s under Fly Fishing Resources and Putting It All Together.
Saturday night we will have dinner in the barn and it will be catered for approximately $10/person.
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****AUCTION: THIS OUTING WILL HOST OUR FIRST SILENT AUCTION to raise money for TWFF and
Casting for Recovery, so please bring your cash or checkbook! ****
Recommended flies: Poppers in yellow, white or chartreuse 4-12, Wooly Buggers in olive, black or
brown 4-12, Clousers in chartreuse or white, Llano Bugs in yellow 4-10, Briminators in black or olive
8-10, Foam Spiders in assorted sizes and colors, and Grasshoppers in assorted sizes and colors.
Paluxy River Access: Bakers Crossing, CR1008 (Siren Hole), City Park/Cemetery on CR 1008, Dinosaur
Valley State Park, Big Rocks City Park, Country Woods Inn,
PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO: glenrosecoordinator@twff.net as soon as your reservations are confirmed
so we can plan for our activities and meal.
BED AND BREAKFASTS

HOTELS

Inn on the River
205 SW Barnard Street
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-897-2929 or Toll-Free 800-575-2101
www.innontheriver.com

America’s Best Value Inn & Suites
1614 NE Big Bend Trail
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-897-2111

Bussey’s Something Special
202 Hereford Street
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-897-4843 or Toll-Free 877-426-2233
www.busseys.net
Cedars on the Brazos
2920 County Road #413
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-898-1000
www.cedarsonthebrazos.com
The Lodge at Fossil Rim
1789 County Road 2009
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-897-2960
www.fossilrim.org

Best Western Dinosaur Valley Inn & Suites
1311 NE Big Bend Trail
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-897-4818
Comfort Inn & Suites
1615 NE Big Bend Trail
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-898-8900
Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites
113 Paluxy Summit Blvd
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-898-9900
LaQuinta Inn & Suites
101 W. Bo Gibbs
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-898-0679
Rough Creek Lodge
5165 County Road 2013
Glen Rose, TX 76043
254-897-3700 or Toll-Free 1-888-670-1223
www.roughcreek.com
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North Llano River and The Kingsland Slab
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Kingsland, TX
June 7-9, 2013

Coordinators: Lindy Wilks, Frances Estes, Rozlynn Orr
RSVP – kingslandcoordinator@twff.net
For all the dozens of time
we’ve fished the South Llano
River in Junction, we have
never ventured over to fish the
northern section of the Llano
and the infamous “Kingsland
Slab”. While some of us have
fished this precious area, this
will be a new location for most
of us. TWFF attempted an
outing here in August 2011 but
unfortunately, the Llano dried
to little more than a trickle that
year.
This area is gorgeous and
visually, nothing like the waters
in Junction. You’ll be wading
and walking among rolling pink
granite outcroppings to fish in
pools filled with sunfish, bass,
and Guadalupe bass. We can
also fish at Long’s Fish Camp

where the river is wider and
looks more like the terrain in
Junction.
Headquarters
Longhorn Resort on Lake LBJ –
about 6 miles from Long’s Fish
Camp
151 Longhorn Lane (use this in
your GPS instead of the Melodie
Lane address)
Kingsland, TX 78639
325.388.4343
www.longhornresort.com
Check-in time 2pm; check-out
time 11am
This is a great resort on the
banks of Lake LBJ that has
cabins, RV facilities, a pool, a
fishing marina with lights (night
fishing), and more. We can fish
and hang out by the pool or lake

in the heat of the day and enjoy
some night fishing. We have lots
of different waters to fish in this
vicinity.
We have already reserved
the Poolside House and will
have our Mullet Mixer here
on Friday evening. If you’ve
not been to our Friday dinner,
please bring a dish to share
and your beverage of choice.
(If you have dietary concerns,
just bring food for yourself).
The Poolside House holds
a maximum of 10 and we’re
looking for roommates. RSVP
the coordinators if you’d like to
lodge here.
There are only four (4) two
bedroom cabins remaining at
this time. These will be held for
TWFF until the end of April.
Call Longhorn Resort asap and
identify yourself as with TWFF
to rent one of these cabins.
Bring a folding lawn chair and a
canopy (if you have one). There
are outside tables and a gazebo
that we can use for our dinner.
There are RV sites available
at the resort that are well-lit,
with 4-way hookups, and picnic
tables. RV’s must be selfcontained as they do not have
showers or restrooms available.

twff.net 			

Unfortunately, there are no tent
camping sites at this resort. But
then, June is pretty hot to be in
a tent!
There is an $8./day guest
fee if you are just using the
Longhorn Resort facility. This
will be waived for the Friday
Mullet Mixer if you are lodging
elsewhere.
Long’s Fish Camp - (This is
your best bet for parking your
car for the day;
822 County Road 321 small fee.
There is limited parking along
the roads.)
Kingsland, TX 78639
325.388.6131
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city of Junction. However the
lower part of the river between
the town of Llano and where it
joins with the Colorado River
at Lake LBJ by Kingsland is
popular with many central
Texas fly fishers. The river flows
through beautiful outcroppings
of pink granite that divide the
wide riverbed into a multitude
of pools, chutes, runs, riffles
and eddies. The riverbed can be
at spots several hundred yards
wide and boulders, islands
and grass banks seem to be
everywhere providing targets to
deliver your fly to. Certainly you
would not want to pass up the
occasional overhanging tree that
provides a little shade to the

sure that there must also be
some Rio Grande cichlids but
the faster moving water that
predominates in this lower part
of the river is not their preferred
habitat. Slower moving pools
closer to the headwaters are
more their cup of tea.

really educated residents. Nor
do you ignore the shallow riffles
that seem so innocent but at the
drop of a Clouser minnow the
rush of the relentless Guadalupe
bass prove otherwise. What else
awaits the groceries besides our
Texas state fish? The supporting
cast includes a variety of eager
sunfish (red breasted is most
common), largemouth bass,
catfish, freshwater drum,
carp and spotted gar. I’m

is manageable as a day trip.
Below the 3404 crossing lies the
Kingsland slab an island that
is crowded on warm weekends
with a variety of water loving
recreational users. Probably
more than would allow for an
idyllic day of fly fishing. During
the week it may be calmer and
good fishing but I have not
sampled it yet. Above Long’s
Camp I have waded up stream
about a half mile and found

Access to the Llano, like the
majority of Texas rivers, is
problematic because most
frontage is private and access
at some crossings is limited.
Between the popular crossing
at FM3404 and Long’s Fishing
Camp at the end of county road
321 (a private for fee access
point) the Llano affords 2 miles
of prime wade fishing that

There is PRIMITIVE CAMPING
at Long’s. This is a great area to
fish as the river widens out and
there is deeper water here.
Kayakers – You can kayak from
Long’s and also at Longhorn
Resort. The resort is on the
banks of Lake LBJ.
Saturday dinner – tbd- Most
likely we’ll have BBQ catered in.
Speakers – tbd – look for more
info in the next updated trip
report.
Here is a beautiful description
of the waters we’ll be fishing
and the gear we’ll need by
TWFF member Greg Setter.
Among the superlative fly
fishing rivers of the Texas hill
country the Llano stands out
as a destination river, but often
the focus is on the upper parts
of the river and the two forks
that come together near the
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wonderful fishing. I believe
the same is the case all the way
to the dam in Llano wherever
access can be attained. On the
bend of the river about halfway
between Llano and Lake LBJ
there may be some spots to
access the river from Hwy 29
and a railroad right of way
that is between the Highway
and the river but again I have
not explored it. From the dam
in Llano I’ve fished about a
mile downstream and found
great fishing that is easily
accessed from the city park by
the Hwys 16/71bridge. Trout
are stocked there in the cold
weather months. To focus again
on the couple of miles where
we are planning the outing I
recommend it highly for wading
but not so much for kayak
fishing as the amount of rock
and the speed of the water could
make it a bit hectic for casting
and often the wind is strong. I
believe a kayak fisherman would
spend an enormous amount of
time and energy just staying out
of trouble let alone trying to set
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subdivisions with boathouse
access. Sounds like largemouth
bass territory to me with some
shelter from the wind.

up for a cast. An account that I
read of a canoe tour of the Llano
from the head waters to Lake
LBJ referred to the last miles
of the trip as a time consuming
boulder garden. It’s been
pointed out that some of the
people interested in the outing
would find the wade fishing
challenging and I have to agree
that a full day of it certainly can
be such. Those people certainly
may prefer to forego the wading
and test the Lake LBJ waters
from a kayak or canoe. All of
the lodging establishments in
Kingsland had numerous photos
on their bulletin boards of large
bass and stringers of panfish
harvested from the lake. Also
it would be a nice mixed bag to
try wade fishing in the relative
cool of the morning, return to
town for lunch and then give
the lake a whirl for a more
relaxing afternoon of fishing
close to the cabins. I’m a rare
lake fisherman so I can’t testify
about the fishing there but it
is a constant level lake with a
lot of coves in town created for

If it is not obvious from my
description thus far let me now
state that this is my favorite
spot to wade fish in central
Texas. The fishing gets good in
the spring as the water warms
up and gets even better as the
heat of summer arrives and
continues well into the fall. One
hundred fish days are attainable
but the heat can make a day
long wade challenging if not
prepared. Shade is in short
supply on the lower Llano so it
is imperative to bring your own
and prepare for the inevitable
heat of August. Following is a
list of gear to help beat the heat:
1) long sleeve nylon vented
fishing shirt
2) nylon fishing pants (fishing
shorts not recommended)
3) wide brim hat and buff or
billed cap with sun shielding
cape attached
All of the above in neutral colors
as you will be sight casting in
many cases to fish in less than
a foot of very clear water. These
fish can not only see you they
have seen what knot you used to
tie on the fly.
4) sun gloves
5) water resistant sun screen
6) backpack or vest that will
hold 4 bottles of water /
Gatorade type beverage or
amount that you personally
require for a day in the heat
as well as your fly boxes. Mine
also includes a small first aid
kit, a mini flashlight, a plastic
rain poncho, sunscreen and a
camera. I’m waiting for Simms,
Orvis, Fishpond or another
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enlightened vendor to come
up with a pack with a solar
powered frozen margarita
machine but all appear to be
ignoring the possibilities.
My strategy for tolerating the
heat also calls for stopping when
hot, shedding the backpack and
rod to submerge as much of me
as necessary to cool off. This has
been effective and I recommend
reapplying sunscreen after the
dip.
You will be walking and
wading on rounded pink
granite outcroppings above
and below the water line or on
coarse granite sand. Some silty
sediments are encountered,
but not a lot and where you do,
use caution on these and the
granite sand because they can
disguise slippery underwater
granite slopes that will catch
you unaware.
Suggested wading equipment
follows:
1) felt bottom wading boots –
preferably with studs or
2) rubber bottom wading boots
WITH STUDS (The first time I
fished here with the new grippy
rubber bottom boots I was
quickly educated to the superior
gripping properties of felt. The
next time the rubber bottoms
were sufficiently studded. If you
have a choice, go with the felt
with studs but definitely do not
go with rubber bottoms without
them.)
3) gravel guards or wading
booties that fold down over the
boots
4) thick wading socks to fold
down over the top of the gravel
guards or booties to keep sand
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out of the inside.
These previous two items can
go a long way toward making
your day on the water more
pleasurable and to cut down
on breaks to empty sand from
boots and
booties. Should you be curious
and want to test your own
tolerance level of sharp granite
sand go to your local nursery or
aggregate supplier and acquire
a cup
or so of decomposed granite and
put some in one of your shoes
for a few hours. Your feet will be
your consultants.
5) wading staff

of fun on the 1 to 3 weight rods.
If you want to entice the large
fish like the gar, carp, drum
and largemouth the 5 weight
is in order. However probably
at least 95% of what you catch
will be guads and sunfish unless
you target only the bigger
fish with larger flies in the
scattered deeper and slower
water. Floating lines of weights
appropriate to the weight of the
rod are great. If you do target
the larger species you may want
a sink tip line to get streamers
down deep. Use 7 to 8 foot
leaders in 3x or 4x for the small
fish and 1x or 2x for the brutes.

I listed the wading staff last not
because it is least important
among the gear recommended
for safe and comfortable wading
but because the staff will make
up for you thinking that the
other items listed were really
not necessary. The granite can
be very slippery and especially
where it has a bit of dirt or
vegetation on it. This is water
where you want to be a tripod.
It is certainly easier to take a
moment to sit down and dump
sand out of your boots than it
is to undo the effects of a fall.
NUFF SAID.

Flies: Streamers seem to be the
best bet for maximum action.
Clouser minnows and Lefty’s
deceiver are wonderful choices.
Predatory fish eat bait fish all
day, every day so these patterns
are hard to argue against. It just
doesn’t seem like a fish that has
made a living dining on baitfish
just wakes up one Wednesday
let’s say and decides he’s getting
a little thick in the middle and
by golly he’s just going to swear
off those baitfish for a few days.
Wooly Buggers are also a go
to fly on all waters and equally
here. You’ve heard it before
and here it is again, try black or
olive buggers and if the water is

Gear suggestions: Rods: 1 to
5 weight rods, 6 to 9 feet
long. There is nothing
on the Llano that makes
a short rod standard
operating equipment,
some of us just like using
them. The longer rods
will give you the ability to
avoid obstructions in your
back cast and improve
casting distance. The
guads and sunfish are a lot
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stained from a recent rain, try
a white or crystal flash bugger.
They just seem to work so if
you have a favorite home grown
bugger in your arsenal give it
a try and if it is outrageously
successful by all means tell the
rest of us that you caught all
your fish on some other no-fishcatchin-blankety-blank. Another
good family of flies are soft
hackle nymphs. All colors and
designs seem to be irresistible.
Even the largemouth seem to
go for them. I generally use the
soft hackles in sizes 10 or 12
but there is no reason that you
shouldn’t try larger ones if you
have them. Moving on to flies
for surface presentation I whole
heartedly endorse the Llano
bug as a go to hopper imitation.
Those rubber legs wiggling ever
so slightly on the surface drive
the bass and sunfish wild. I’ve
even had a few catfish come
and nail a Llano bug If you
have other hopper patterns or
other favorite foam bugs try all
of them. June is the beginning
of our true summer temps and
any terrestrials in Llano County
should be ready by then to jump
in the water to cool off. Poppers
for the bass should be very
effective but honestly I have
not yet tried them out there yet
because the foam bugs are so
effective and in a given time at
the tying table I can produce
more foam bugs than poppers. I
have never stayed on the Llano
River past 5 or 6 pm but I am
confident that evening fishing
with a box of foam bug or
poppers might be unforgettable.
Fly size: Kevin Hutchison , the
hill country fishing guide says
that any size will do as long as
it is size 6. This is good advice

from one of the great guides
from our area and the originator
of the Llano bug. I fish mostly
with 1 to 3 weight rods so I find
it easier to throw size 8 to 12
flies in the wind. Did I mention
that occasionally it is windy on
the Llano. I’ve found thankfully
that the windy days are confined
only to the months that end in
the letters Y, H, L, E, T or R.
So, as for fly size examine your
priorities. If a trophy is your
desire then try the porterhouse
size flies connected to a rod with
some backbone and if you desire
all day action go with finger
food and the light weight rods.
We are looking forward to
seeing you at the outing
and hope that you find this
information helpful in making
your trip a safe and memorable

visit.
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Longhorn Resort is located
Kingsland in central Texas, 60
minutes northwest of Austin
and 90 minutes north of San
Antonio. The resort if a 4 to 4 ½
hour drive south from Dallas or
Ft. Worth, and a 4½ hour drive
west of Houston.
Kingsland is located on the
Llano and Colorado Rivers
and Lake LBJ. Kingsland is
5 miles south of Highway 29
on Highway 1431. Highway
1431 goes through downtown
Kingsland and downtown
Marble Falls, 12 miles to the
east of Kingsland.
FOR TWFF RESERVATIONS,
JUNE 7-9,CALL: (325) 388-4343

TWFF Bits
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Club Equipment

Did you know that the club has
a fair amount of equipment
available for use by members?
We have 5wt., 6wt., and 8wt.
rods with reels. These are
equipped with line and leader.
You have approved a budget in
which we will be able to obtain
a couple more rods. We are
thinking another 8wt. and a 1 or
2wt. There is also a possibility
that we will get a Tenkara outfit
that, with a little bit of training,
will be a blast to try.
We also have a full complement
of fly tying equipment. We
have eight (8) sets of vices and
tools along with tying hooks
and material. If you have
not started tying yet, the July
outing in Salado will be a prime
opportunity to get started.

CFR Support

As you all know, the club is
actively involved in the Casting
for Recovery (CFR) program.
One of the primary methods
we use to earn money for this
effort is through the sale of
flies throughout the year. Our
collection of flies is totally
dependent on the donations
from you. Please consider tying
a few extra every time you sit
down at your vise.

Website

When was the last time you
had a good look at the TWFF
Website? We talked earlier
about the wonderful information
available on the site but in
addition, there is a members

only Message Board. This has
had little use in the recent past.
Comments as to why, seem to
focus on “it’s hard to access”
and that “nobody looks at it.”
There have been a number
of ladies that post fishing
information on Facebook,
on Twitter, and lately, a new
addition of a Yahoo Group.
These all provide a level of
sharing with varying degrees of
security. We are studying what
options might be available that
would provide a single source
of message sharing that all
members can readily access
yet still be assured of proper
security. These options may
be an upgrade of our Message
Board, or the use of one of
the other Social Media sites.
Hopefully, these options will be
discussed at the next outing. If
you are not currently registered
as a user in the TWFF forum,
please follow the links on the
site and explore what is there.

Texas IFFF Council
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out with your sweetie? Check
out the locations and dates
for showings of the Fly
Fishing Film Tour. For more
information, please follow this
link. http://flyfilmtour.com/2013schedule#us
April 18 - Austin
Paramount Theater
713 Congress Avenue
Austin, TX, 78701
April 19 - 20 - Houston
Wildfish Theater
1703 Post Oak Blvd
Houston, TX, 77056
May 19 - Forth Worth
The Modern Art Museum
of Fort Worth
3200 Darnell Street
Forth Worth, TX, 76107

Quilt Project

We are still looking for
donations of “Fat Quarters” for
our fish quilting project. A full
description of this project is
provided in the December 2012
issue of Fly Lines. http://www.
twff.net/Newsletters/newletters/
TWFF13_01.pdf.

As of the time of this writing,
there was nothing new to
report on this front. There were
meetings held during the Fly
Fish Texas event in Athens.
TWFF was well represented
in those meetings. Hopefully
we came away with answers
to the questions previously
unanswered. A full report of the
latest news will be made during
the Paluxy River Outing.

Fly Fishing Film Tour
How about a great evening
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Sample Quilt
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Blanco River Outing

“Blanco Settlement”, here
we come! This will be our
November Outing, the 1-3 of
November. Now, don’t think
you have lots of time to reserve
your spot. We need to let the
Settlement know by the first
week in September. We have
reserved 9 cabins (they are
cute, cute, cute);

7 cabins at $105 a nite – 1
queen bed
2 cabins at $120 a nite – 2
doubles
($15 per person over 2)
10 RV spots at $30
1 tent site that accommodates
several tents at $20 per 2
You may want to check on
putting up your own cot in the
cabins.
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DO NOT BOOK ON LINE call
Charlene at 830-833-5115
The Pavilion is reserved for
us! And what do you think
about some BBQ and some line
dancin’?
Check out the “Blanco
Settlement” at www.
blancosettlement.com.

Share Info and Stay in Touch via Women Fly Fishers – TX Yahoo Group.
The following information is about a new message board available to fly fishers. Please note this is
separate from the Texas Women Fly Fishers (TWFF) club activities, and you will continue to receive official
communications from TWFF via our PostNotes and www.twff.net website. ~ the TWFF Board
Carrie Helmcamp, created a Yahoo Group for Women Fly Fishers in Texas (and men who support women fly
fishers) to share information and stay in touch. To join the Yahoo group, go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
Womenflyfishers-tx/ and click on “Request to Join.” You’ll need a Yahoo account to join, but can elect to
receive all mail at an alternate email address (i.e., the one you actually use and check!) when you set up your
account. If you’d like more information or have questions, you can contact Carrie at carrie@helmcamplaw.
com.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Fly of the Day

CDC Fluff Beast

Tied by Chris Johnson of Living Waters Fly Fishing
Hook: TMC 5212 or TMC 100, Size 8-12
Thread: UTC Gel Spun Polyethylene (GSP) 50 Denier, White
Abdomen/Underwing: Blended and Spun CDC, 2 Tan Feathers, 3 Yellow Feathers. Trim the
bottom of the abdomen flush with the hook.
Wing: Natural Elk Hair
Legs: Round Rubber, Medium, Brown
Thorax: Blended and Spun CDC, 1 Black Feather, 2 Brown Feathers. Trim the bottom of the
thorax flush with the hook.
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About Women’s Waders by Sheila Anderson
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Waders, vests, packs, wading staffs, boots, so many choices and so many decisions to make. There are lots of manufacturers
and styles of fly fishing products in the market today. When I initially bought waders, I was looking for a cost effective
solution, in other words the cheapest waders I could find. I wasn’t sure if I was going to love fly fishing and I did not want
to spend a ton of money at the outset. The Guadalupe River in January was the first TWFF outing I attended so I purchased
low cost Cabela’s neoprene waders for warmth and ability to keep me dry. They certainly weren’t the cutest things I’ve ever
worn, but they served their purpose.
I learned about breathable waders in the first year or so of fly fishing. You can layer underneath them for warmth or wear
them over fewer layers in milder weather. The boot-in breathable waders from Cabela’s were a better fit and cuter so they
were added to my fly fishing wardrobe. (Those brown neoprene waders found a home in the corner of our attic.) After a
few outings I realized the boot-in feature did not provide much ankle support and made wading especially challenging. I
needed stocking foot waders with boots. I bit the bullet and spent the money for Simms Women’s Headwaters waders made
with Gortex ($$). Having worked for WL Gore in the past, I knew any product that contained Gortex came with a steeper
price than items without it.
The Simms Women’s Headwaters waders were fashionable (well as fashionable as waders can be if you don’t mind feeling
like you’re in a clown suit), and they performed well during the years that I wore them. The neoprene stocking foot was
comfortable and provided a good fit inside my boots, as well. The foot fit of waders is the most important fit, it is not fun to
fish when your feet are uncomfortable. The Headwaters waders came with a woven belt and a flip out pocket for carrying
valuables. As happy as I was to have “modern” technical waders to wear, the elastic shoulder straps were not long enough to
make a truly comfortable fit for my torso. I wore them for five or six years until the Simms G3 Guide waders were offered
for women.
Simms introduced the Women’s G3 in the fall season of 2011 and I can say I was very happy to upgrade to these featureenhanced technical guide waders and have not regretted spending the money for the latest addition to my fly fishing apparel.
The legs of the waders are reinforced with five-layer Gortex for increased durability and the seams are in front and back to
minimize wear and add comfort. They also have a quick drying fleece hand warming pocket and front zip pocket for your
valuables. The belt loop in back is where my belt lives so it never will be lost, and the built in gravel guards are standard
features in all Simms waders. They are cut higher for the feminine form and they look fabulous. They are pricy at $499.95,
but I will never need a new pair. Simms warrants their materials and workmanship for the life of the waders, and they offer
the largest size choices for women with a customization program should standard sizes not fit properly. I would suggest,
however, that the fit model for the G3 Guide waders is slightly shorter than the Headwaters waders. If you wear a short
inseam, you may want to try the regular length. Likewise, if you wear regular length inseam, try the long length for a more
comfortable fit for stepping up high banks or getting into or out of a drift boat. I love my G3 Guide waders!

Sheila and Stacy in their new G3 Guide waders on a cold
day at the Guadalupe.

Sheila and her daughter, Brianna, in G3 Guide
waders and Simms Women’s Guide jacket.
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River Manners
By Karen Gebhardt

Reprinted with permission from the TWFF website at
http://www.twff.net/Fly%20Fishing%20Resources/resource%20pages/Manners%20on%20the%20River.htm
Most anglers agree that courtesy and ethical behavior on the river enhance the whole fishing experience.
River etiquette, simply put, is respect.

Respect local and state fishing regulations:
• Know these regulations.

• Fish with a valid fishing license and have it on your person while on the water.
• Report poaching or violations to the game warden—it is best not to confront another angler.

Respect the landowners:

• Ask permission to use private property.
• Don’t litter
• No fires
• No loud noises
• No alcoholic beverages or use of firearms

Respect for other anglers:

• An angler moving upstream always has the right of way.
• Anglers with a fish on have the right of way to move where needed on the water.
• Anglers have the right of way over those floating the river.
• An angler already at a pool or run has the right to stay there as long as he/she chooses.
• Anglers sitting on the bank may be just resting a pool—they still have fishing rights on that pool.
• Enter the water with common sense—do not walk in a pool where someone is already fishing.
• Walk quietly keeping splash and noise to a minimum.
• Keep your shadows off the water near other anglers so you do not spook the fish.
• Be courteous to other anglers—help net, share information, catch a few fish out of a pool, and then
let another angler give it a try. Steve Haupt from http://notjustfishing.com recommends “rotating the
pool.” This tactic is best used when there are other anglers fishing one area. The process is to start
at the top of the pool, cast and retrieve, then take a step or two down stream. Cast, retrieve, and
take a step or two down stream again. When you reach the bottom of the pool you head back up
stream to do it all over again.
• Always give a heads up when walking behind another angler to ensure safety.
• If you are not sure always ask

17
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Respect the environment, river, and fish:

• What you take on the river comes off the river—leaders, trash, and the like.
• Try to walk carefully in the river being aware of spawning areas or redds.
• Walk on land without trespassing whenever possible.
• Practice catch and release.
• Do not use treble hooks, and always fish with barbless hooks.
• If you deep hook a fish, cut the line versus removing the fly.
• If you foul hook a fish, cut the line, and let the hook in the fish—they will eventually rust out.
• Try to play the fish as little as possible to eliminate stressing the fish.
• Upon landing a fish, make sure your net is wet before handling the fish, and touch the fish as little as
possible keeping fingers out of gills and using common sense.
• Revive any lethargic fish by holding the tail, facing upstream, and moving back and forth in the water.

This list is by no means all inclusive. Check your local fly shops, other respected anglers, and online for more
information on river etiquette. (One good site to use as a reference is www.fly-fishing-colorado.com.) The bottom
line is use basic common sense, and treat other anglers as you would like to be treated while on the water. Using
this basic knowledge will enhance your fishing experience and that of other anglers you may meet on the water.
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Mark Your Calendar Now!!!
2013 TWFF Outings
TWFF
Coordinated
Outings

Month

Coordinators

April 5-7

Paluxy River at Glen
Rose, TX

June 7-9

Lindy Wilks, Frances Estes
N. Llano River, The
Slab at Kingsland, TX & Rozlynn Orr



Sharon Leissner


July 26-28

Fly Tying and
Casting at Salado,
TX

Mary Aigner & Keira Quam

October 11-13

Saltwater at Port
Aransas, TX

Mary Rohrer

November 1-3

Blanco River at The
Blanco Settlement at
Blanco, TX

Karen Gebhardt

2013 TWFF Events
Month

TWFF
Event

July 13

Lydia Ann Tournament
benefiting CFR,
Aransas Pass, TX

October 3-5

FFF SOC Conclave &
Fly Fishing Fair at
Mountain Home, AR

October 18-20

Oktoberfisch hosted by
Fredericksburg Fly
Fishers, Junction, TX

Contact Person
Susan Gaetz

Mary Rohrer
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Contact Your TWFF Officers
President:

Pat Carlson

info@twff.net

1st VP of Fundraising:

Sharon Leissner

fundraising@twff.net

2nd VP
of Membership:

Nancy Lappin

membership@twff.net

Secretary:

Joyce Davis

secretary@twff.net

Treasurer:

Mary Kain

treasurer@twff.net

Trustees:

Vicki Andrews
Britta Hebert

Calling all writers,
photographers, and artists!
We are looking for stories,
articles, photographs, and
illustrations. If you’d like to
submit something for the
newsletter, please send it at
least three (3) weeks prior to the
upcoming publishing date.
E-mail:
newslettter@twff.net

Rozlynn Orr

trustees@twff.net

Past President:

Rozlynn Orr

Newsletter :

Lisa Bellar

newsletter@twff.net

Message Board
Mediator:

Mary Kain

pwinfo@twff.net

Webmaster:

Sheila Setter

webmaster@twff.net

If your personal email address changes, please contact:

TWFF Publishing Dates

2013 TWFF Newsletter publication dates:
Submissions guidelines: Please send text for newsletter articles in Word or the
body of an email. Attach photos independently of the text documents rather than
embedding them in your Word docs. Please also include photo captions or name
the photos to indicate captions. Any items received less than a week before the
publication date will not appear in that issue of the newsletter. Thank you!!!
Submissions due in by: 		
Publication date:
April 26			
May 10
June 14			
June 28
August 30			
September 13
November 29			
December 13				

TWFF Advertising Rates
One
Issue
We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.twff.net

Annual
(6 issues)

Swap/sell items–(members):

Free		

Text Ads (nonmembers):

$5/inch		

Business Cards (members):

$5.00

$25

Business Cards (others):

$7.50

$40

1/4 Page Display:

$20

$100

1/3 Page Display:

$30

$150

1/2 Page Display:

$35

$200

Full Page Display:

$50

All ads must be
prepaid. Ads with
graphics should be
submitted
electronically as
high-resolution JPG
files. Please send
your ad requests to
Lisa Bellar at
newsletter@twff.net
Thank-you!

