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“Our mission is to create opportunities and encourage, educate, and mentor women’s responsible participation in the
recreational sport of fly fishing. We support the policies/goals of the Federation of Fly Fishers, are open to women, men, and
children from beginner to experienced through programs sponsored by women from the Texas Women Fly Fishers.”
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FIRST Vice President’s REPORT:
Submitted by Cindy Organ
Support our club at our first silent auction at our Glen Rose outing, April 29th!
SECOND Vice President’s REPORT: Welcome New Members
Submitted by Kerri Stephenson
We’d like to welcome the following new members to TWFF:
Susan Franks of Dallas, TX
Darcy McNutt of Austin, TX
Gloria Montgomery of Harker Heights, TX
TREASURER’S REPORT:
Submitted by Jan Bates
TWFF had a booth at Fly Fish Texas on March 12th and we sold flies to raise
funds for Casting for Recovery. Total sales for CRF was $250.
WEBSITE REPORT:
Submitted by Sheila Setter
January 1, 2011 - March 15, 2011 we had 6,339 visits which broke down as
January 2,611 visits, February 2,370 visits, and March 1-15- 1,358 visits.
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From the President
By Rozlynn Orr

Hello Spring Fish Chasers!
We have shivered through winter and are rewarded with the absolutely most beautiful time of the year; especially here in Texas
when the weather is neither scorching hot or cold and damp. I’m
hoping most of you have already been out to sample your area
waters and your favorite fishing holes. There’s no excuse for staying inside this time of year! Well, maybe a little wind hindrance but
just think of that as practice for our coastal outing in November.
The white bass run is in full swing in Texas with the “sandies”
coming up from the depths of the lakes to run into creeks and
tributaries to spawn. Guess this is the Texas equivalent to the
famous salmon runs but on a tamer level. First blooms on the
redbuds and dogwoods bring out all fishermen to vie for these
feisty fish. Because the white bass congregate in creek channels
off of lakes, the fishing is almost combat style with fishermen arm
to arm. Not exactly the idyllic scene of the fly fisher off by herself
in a pastoral setting or mountain stream. Nevertheless, it is a fishing experience in itself. A sinking line really helps going after these
fish but you can use a floating line with a weighted fly. Something
in the small sizes, 10 or 12, in white, with a marabou tail and
crystal chenille body usually catches the attention of the sandies. A gray/white clouser is a go to as well as the Cypert minnow.
They prefer a minnow imitation style of fly. You’ll need a 3x or 4x
tippet, which you’ll be able to use the rest of the summer on large
mouth bass too. The males are the smaller fish and lead the trek
up the rivers followed by the females. They will be found holding
in deeper holes during the day where they are resting and preparing to spawn. Once you locate their holding positions, hang on
for some really exciting fishing. It is practically a fish on every cast
kind of affair. It’s a great way to learn some line control and how
to handle fish on a line when you’re catching this many. To find
a good white bass location, check the fishing forums online and
your local newspaper, as both are a buzz about white bass fishing
this time of year. You can also get a map of your area lake and find
the feeder creeks coming into the lake and pinpoint those areas to
fish. The spawn, just underway now, will last until about the 2nd
or 3rd week in April. Get out and give it a try for a fast and furious
day on the water.

Upcoming Outings
April 29-May 1
Paluxy River,
Glen Rose, TX
June 3-5
Lady Bird Lake,
Austin, TX
August 12-14
Llano River,
Kingsland, TX
October 7-9
Texas Coast
November 5-7
Perdernales River,
Johnson City, TX

Upcoming Events
May 6-7
FFF GCC Conclave
July 16
Lydia Ann Tournament
october 14-16
Oktoberfisch

2

twff.net 			

Speaking of fun day on the water, we are approaching our Glen
Rose outing on the Paluxy River. Coordinators Diana Kunde
and Debbie Price have been planning a great event for us and
need everyone to RSVP to glenrosecoordinator@twff.net as
soon as they can so they can order Saturday dinner for you
and prepare your goodie bags. Don’t delay on contacting them.
Also, if you need to share a room at the hotel, be sure and let
them know as they can also help you with that. The Paluxy is
a TWFF favorite filled with those gorgeous green sunfish and
scads of bass. Check out the outing report on page 8 for more
info. Come and join us and take advantage of the wonderful
spring weather and hungry fish.
May 6th and 7th will find TWFF at the FFF, Gulf Coast Council
Expo in San Antonio. Rooms are $109. at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel River Walk and reservations must be made by April 14th
for this special rate. There is a full slate of classes and workshops including lessons by master tiers Bob Popovics and Lilli
and Andy Renzetti (makers of that versatile Renzitti vise). To
register online visit: www.gulfcoastfff.org/. There are fees for
some class and others are free.
To help out at the TWFF table, please contact Mary Rohrer at
gulfcoastexpo@twff.net. Come and attend the show and spend
a little time promoting our club and women in fly fishing! This
is a prominent venue for learning about fly fishing and who
doesn’t like strolling up and down the river walk in San Antonio,
Texas?
Our next outing after Glen Rose is at Lady Bird Lake in Austin. Check out the details in this edition of FlyLines! and mark
your calendar to attend. Sheila Anderson and Janice Togal are
setting us up for a little fishing competition with the Austin Fly
Fishers. I’m betting that our TWFF members can out-fish the
Austin Fly Fishers. Let’s do it Team TWFF!
Nuff said here. Thoughts of spring and warm weather have me
glassy-eyed and lost in daydreams of fishing and standing in
the coolish waters of the Paluxy. I’m off to reorganize my fly box
for Glen Rose and start packing up…could be rushing it a bit
though but I’ll be more than ready. I just love fishing this time of
year!
See ya on the water!
Rozlynn Orr

April 2011

3

W
BROKEN BO

Paluxy River

e
k
a
L
ird

B
y
d
La

Ll ano

R i ve r

er
S a ltwat

Pe de r n a
le

s R i ve r

twff.net 			

April 2011

4

Broken Bow Outing Trip Report

Broken Bow, OK
February 18-20, 2011
10th Anniversary Outing
submitted by Frances Estes and Rozlynn Orr
Way down upon the Lower Mountain Fork River,
TWFF ventured for a weekend bash.
All rods were strung and nets were ready,
Down by the shores with the trout.
What a great weekend to have our 10th Anniversary Party! About 40 die-hard TWFF members journeyed
to Oklahoma to the great trout waters of the Lower Mountain Fork River. River levels were exceedingly low
due to remaining repairs being made after the last great flood that greatly recontoured the river within the
banks of the park back in May 2009. However, members were able to get on fish and go home with some
piscatorial memories after a full weekend of fishing and visiting with friends.
Our speaker for our Friday night Mullet Mixer was Phil Respin of the East Texas Fly Fishers. Phil presented
one of the most informative programs on “Reading Trout Streams” that I have seen. We also divided up into
2 teams and were challenged by answering trout fishing, habitat, and gear questions. What an easy way to
learn and retain information. Phil also gave us a brief overview of the waters he guides in Canada through
Blue Bronna Outfitters.
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After Phil’s presentation, we toasted to TWFF’s 10th Anniversary as a fly fishing club and what good fortune we have to belong to a club that has grown so
large from the inception of a few women just ten years ago. We had an anniversary cake, a little bubbly, goldfish and roasted almonds in keeping with the
theme of Fish n’ Nuts. Everyone came away with an anniversary grab bag with
gifts that ranged from cool to zany.

Ain’t life grand?

Saturday we fished hard and met for a group picture by Evening Hole. It was
great to see so many of our members there. Visit our photo gallery at: http://
www.twff.net/gallery2/main.php for all the great outing shots.

We were joined by quite a few new members and they also were able to catch fish. This demonstrates what our club is all about; mentoring women in the sport of fly fishing and seeing our efforts
pay off.
Once again, TWFF puts the fun and friendship into fly fishing! Below are a few responses from our
members regarding the outing.
I had a great time. It was my first time fly fishing for trout and everyone was so helpful. It made me comfortable
knowing I had help if I needed it. Great group and will go again for sure. Thanks for all your efforts. - Misha
The weather was beautiful for standing by and in the water! – Joyce
OMG!! Best time ever! Gotta fish with these “wimin” more often. Thanks for a great
time. – Carolyn H.
Hard to say which was more fun - days fishing in beautiful surroundings with perfect weather, or kicking back with my fellow TWFFers in the evening! All a blast! Janice T.
I just want to say I had the best time ever!!! The camaraderie, the libations, the slot machines and the fishing....
what a weekend!!! -Debbie
Janice, Vicki, Roz and Misha are ready for action.

Hey ya’ll! That was a great outing, and just what I needed,
thanks for convincing me to go!!! - Vicki A.
This was a perfect trip. I especially liked the fact that a guide
was available for the newbies to help catch us up to the level
of the playing field. I learned so much from the speaker too.
Great trip! - Barbara W.
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Great trip! Secluded Acres was perfect and provided the best accommodations
and meeting area! Gets my vote as the best Broken Bow trip! - Debbie P.
Wonderful weekend at Broken Bow! It was like a hatch of women everywhere
in the park! Amazing to see that many women on the water. - Diane B.
“The sun shining, the river flowing, the sounds of a angler casting her line to catch a fish all sums up a great
weekend at BROKEN BOW with the Texas Women Fly Fishers. All I can say is what great women and what
a wonderful organization to be a part of! I am blessed to meet so many talented fly
fishing women who share the same sport and art of fly fishing like I do. Our trip to
Broken Bow was a great success and the fishing was terrific! It was wonderful that
Jesse and Linda King from Three Rivers Fly Shop were able to put together some
guided trips for our members and help them with catching fish.”

Mary’s smile says it all.

“For those who want to become a member of TWFF, I say, JOIN TODAY, because the
trips are wonderful and fun, the people are the greatest and even more fun, but the
FISHING just puts the icing of the cake!” - Kimberly P

These statements are what fly fishing is all about. Thanks to everyone for
coming and for those that donated hand-tied flies, indicators, and presents
for the outing! It was a great weekend for our seasoned members and for
our new members.
Can’t wait for a repeat showdown next year at Lower Mountain Fork
with running waters and healthy fish!

Carolyn, Pat, Misha, Kerri, and Sheila show why this trip is a favorite outing - look at those
beauties! And the fish aren’t bad either - ha!
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FISH THE BEAUTIFUL, PREHISTORIC
PALUXY RIVER OF TEXAS
Glen Rose, TX - April 29-May 1
Outing Coordinators: Debbie Price and Diana Kunde
GlenRoseCoordinator@twff.net

Celebrate spring by joining TWFF in the quaint Texas town of Glen Rose, where dinosaurs used to roam. The last
time we were here, two years ago, we caught plenty of large, shiny green sunfish. Spotted bass and largemouth
bass are also abundant, and the Paluxy River itself is hard to beat for beauty.
Headquarters for this outing will be at
America’s Best Value Inn & Suites, 1614 Big Bend Trail in Glen Rose.
Lodging and Headquarters:
We have reserved a block of rooms at America’s Best Value Inn and Suites, our headquarters for the weekend and
location of the Friday night Mullet Mixer. Please contact them directly to make your reservations, and mention
TWFF for a rate of $59.99 for a king room and $69.99 for a room with two double beds. You may reserve online
(www.americasbestvalueinn.com and enter Glen Rose) or call 254-897-2111. Continental breakfast provided.
		
For campers, there’s city-owned Oakdale Park, which has RV and tent sites and is in town right across from Big
Rocks, http://www.oakdalepark.com. Dinosaur Valley State Park takes reservations online at http://www.dinosaurpark.org. For other campsites and cabin rentals, check out the Glen Rose tourism site.
http://www.glenrosetexas.net/accomodations.html.
Inn on the River is a pricier bed-and-breakfast option with a gorgeous back yard on the river, and still had available rooms in January (www.innontheriver.com). We’re sharing the weekend with a statewide master gardeners’
meeting, so alternate hotel/motel accommodations may be very difficult to come by, especially if you delay.
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RSVP:
Don’t Delay!
Send an e-mail to GlenRoseCoordinator@twff.net when your reservations
are confirmed so we can plan for our activities and meal. Let us know where you’re staying too.
Mullet Mixer, Friday, April 29 at 6:30 p.m.
Our Friday night Mullet Mixer will be held at America’s Best Value Inn & Suites, in the breakfast/dining room.
Please bring a dish to share and your beverage of choice to the dining room around 6:30 p.m. Our speaker will be
Sean Polk, fly-fishing manager of the Dallas Orvis store, and a confessed lover of fly-fishing the Paluxy, who will give us
tips on where and how to fish the river.
Lunch is on your own. If you’d like to bring your lunch, the dining room at our headquarters motel will accommodate
us. Glen Rose also has plenty of restaurant options for lunch. We’ll be providing a complete list with your goodie bags on
Friday night.
Saturday night dinner will be served in the America’s Best Suites dining room 6:30 p.m. and will be catered by Juliany’s
Italian Restaurant. Cost will be $9.50 per person (tip extra), for your choice of lasagna, chicken parmesan or spaghetti,
with salad, rolls and tea – and dessert.
AUCTION! This is our spring silent auction to raise money for TWFF and Casting For Recovery, so bring your cash or
checkbook. There will be great trips, gear and other awesome stuff to bid on!
What to Bring:
We recommend sturdy water shoes or your wading boots and nylon shorts for wet wading. Bring your breathable waders
if you prefer not to wet wade. The Brazos River is nearby and it has limited access. Camp n’ Fish is an access point for the
Brazos that charges a $5 entrance fee to park and kayak. Should you kayak this area, we suggest you take a buddy and not
kayak/fish alone.
• Kayak if desired, and pfd, if you want to float the Brazos
• Hat
• Sunglasses (always wear when fly fishing)
• Sunscreen • Wading Boots or sturdy water shoes
• Breathable waders or nylon/quick drying shorts • Long-sleeve shirt
• Water bottle • High protein snack, nuts
• Rod – 3wt to 6 wt with floating line
• Reel – to match rod weight
• Leader and Tippet – 9 foot, 4x
• Glen Rose Bug Box
Flies for sunfish and river bass
SURFACE: size 12-14 poppers, Elk Hair Caddis, parachute Adams and Joe’s
hopper, size 12 BWO/Blue Winged Olive, and gurglers, spiders, foam bugs
SUBSURFACE: size 12-14 conehead or beadhead wooly buggers in olive,
black and white; Briminators, GRHE/Gold Ribbed Hare’s Ears, clousers,
micro-jigs, San Juan worms, trout chow, nymphs, sm. leeches
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Sean Polk’s Paluxy River fly box:
•Yellow poppers, size 4-12
*Olive woolly buggers, size 4-12
*Foam Hoppers, size 8-12
*Doc’s Cork, size 8-12
*Bonefish Bitters, size 8, for carp
*Dirty Rat, size 8. The dirty rat was created by Polk, and Orvis now
makes and stocks this fly.
We’re looking forward to a great fishing time! Meanwhile, get inspired by reading the late, great Al Crise’s
tribute to the Paluxy under Resources on our TWFF Web site at http://www.twff.net/Fly%20Fishing%20Resources/resource%20pages/Fishing%20on%20the%20Paluxy%20River%20by%20Al%20Crise.htm.
Glen Rose Directions:
From Dallas:
I-35 South - toward Waco. From I-35 take Hwy 67 South to Cleburne/Glen Rose. From D/FW Airport - Arlington
or Fort Worth: Hwy 360 South to I-20. I-20 West toward Fort Worth. Hwy 377 South to Granbury. From Hwy 377
to Granbury, take Hwy 144 to Glen Rose. Stay on Hwy 144 to Hwy 67. At Hwy 67, turn right.
From Austin:
I-35 North toward Waco. Exit Hwy 6 West toward Meridian. Turn right on Hwy 22. From Hwy 22, take Hwy 144
to Glen Rose.
From Houston:
I-45 North to Hwy 290 toward Austin. At Hempstead, exit onto Hwy 6 and continue through Bryan/College Station
to Waco. Continue on Hwy 6 West toward Meridian. Turn right on Hwy 22. From Hwy 22, take Hwy 144 to Glen
Rose.
From Fort Worth, Arlington:
I-20 to Hwy 377 south to Granbury. From Hwy 377 to Granbury, take Hwy 144 to Glen Rose. Stay on Hwy 144 to
Hwy 67. At Hwy 67, turn right.
Inside the Glen Rose city Limits
America’s Best Value Inn is on Hwy 67 in town, after the name changes to Big Bend Trail. It’s on the left as you
enter Glen Rose from Fort Worth following the above directions, a quarter-mile past the intersection of 144 and 67
and right beside a Sonic.

America’s Best Value Inn & Suites
1614 Big Bend Trail in Glen Rose.
254-897-2111

twff.net 			

April 2011

11

Lady Bird Lake Outing
Image by LoneStarMike, used under a Creative Commons ShareAlike License

June Outing: Lady Bird Lake – Austin
Coordinators: Sheila Anderson and Janice Togal
RSVP to: ladybirdlakecoordinator@twff.net
Date(s): June 3 - 5, 2011
Description: Texas Women Fly Fishers will gather in the Capital City for the first ever Lady Bird
Lake outing. We are invited to join the Austin Fly Fishers for a fun competition at their annual
PerchMasters Tournament in downtown Austin. The tournament costs nothing, is meant to foster friendship and fun, and wouldn’t it be just dandy if one of our ladies won the “PerchMaster”
title? We will meet at Festival Beach near downtown at 8 am and fish until 12 noon. The Austin
Fly Fishers will provide a picnic lunch for all of us at Martin Park near the boat ramp at Festival
Beach for a nominal fee, enough to cover the cost of the food. Here’s a Google Map for the outing.
Mullet Mixer: Our mullet mixer will be held Friday evening from 6 pm to 8:30 pm at
Sportsman’s Finest located at 12424 Bee Cave Road in West Austin. Directions at this link: http://
sportsmansfinest.com/contactus.cfm
We are looking for a speaker to provide good local knowledge for fishing Lady Bird Lake, both
from the bank and from a kayak. The Austin Fly Fishers are invited to join us at the mullet mixer.
Bring your favorite beverage, food will be provided.
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Lodging: A very nice La Quinta Inn and Suites with a convenient location to both the Mullet
Mixer and fishing on Saturday. There is a block of rooms being held for TWFF until May 13th,
so please book your rooms as soon as you know you are attending. A room for these dates
will normally cost $142, but we are receiving a discount rate for our group: $109/night for one
guest, $119/night for 2 to 4 guests. The rooms are two double beds and the stay includes free
high speed internet and Brightside Breakfast. Detailed directions to follow.
La Quinta Inn & Suites
Austin Southwest at Mopac
4424 S Mo Pac Expy
Austin, TX 78735
We are requesting that each individual call in to reserve their room by calling our Group
Reservations Department at 512-899-3000. Please ask for LA QUINTA INN & SUITES AUSTIN
SOUTHWEST AT MOPAC and Group#: 1027.
Please also state the room type that you are requesting, arrival and departure dates as well as
smoking preference by 5/13/2011.
Watercraft: Kayak, canoe, or a boat with an electric trolling motor. No powerboats. Wading is
not permitted. There is plenty of bank fishing and a small pier as well for non boaters.
Gear: 3-5 weight, floating line.
Flies: Poppers, wooly buggers, nymphs, and streamers.
Saturday Dinner: We are trying to book a room at Cannoli Joe’s, an Italian Restaurant with
very good food. More details to follow.
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Federation of Fly Fishers
Gulf Coast Expo
May 6 – 7, 2011
San Antonio, Texas

Mark your calendar for this colossal weekend in San Antonio at the FFF Gulf Coast Expo.
The Expo is May 6-7, 2011 and will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel on the Riverwalk.
Rates are $109. per night including a full buffet breakfast. Here is a link for hotel reservations:
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=2646988.
You must register by April 14, 2011 to get this special rate.
Online registration is not available after April 21, 2011.
TWFF will be having a club table at the Expo.
To volunteer to assist with the table please
email Mary Rohrer, Expo Coordinator at gulfcoastexpo@twff.net.
Show hours are Fri.-Sat. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Special guests instructors will be Bob Popovics
(renowned salt water fly tyer) and Lilli and Andy Renzitti (Renzitti vises).
Programs include fly tying, casting clinics, exhibitors, vendors, raffles,
an auction Friday night, a banquet on Saturday night, and women and youth activities.
There are fees for some clinics while others are filled on a first to register basis.
Expo online registration is available at
http://www.gulfcoastfff.org/index.php?page=expo-2011. Classes fill quickly so register soon.
Friday, May 6, 2011 workshops:
http://www.starwebservices.com/deluxe/catalog.php?page=1&category=Friday
Saturday, May 7, 2011 workshops:
http://www.starwebservices.com/deluxe/catalog.php?category=Saturday
This is a tremendous opportunity to hear from the experts and to gain knowledge for your fishing game.
Grab some friends and head to San Antonio for a weekend at the Expo and a stroll down the river walk!
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Hobie® Mirage Pro Angler Kayak

Ever see something and it just sticks with you and steals all your idle thoughts? This is exactly what

this kayak has done to me. This kayak is truly a well thought out fishing machine. I first saw this kayak back
in January when TWFF shared a booth at the Texas Fishing, Hunting Show at Market Hall the weekend of
the 8th. The show was like any other filled with the usually array of the latest goodies for fishers and hunters. TWFF shared a booth with Dallas Fly Fishers, Fort Worth Fly Fishers and the Red River Fly Fishers,
presenting a sampling of the local clubs and fly fishing activities.
While taking a break I was visiting with our friends at Mariner Sails of Dallas. Mariner donates to
our silent auctions and they have an extensive line of kayaks, water boards and accessories. As we visited,
my eyes locked onto the Hobie® kayaks, which are simply wonderful with their mirage drives, pedaling as
opposed to paddling, leaving both hands for casting and line control. They are so enjoyable to fish from and
are also extremely fast on the water for not having a motor.
Debuting at the show was the Hobie Mirage Pro Angler. This kayak had every conceivable feature
that an angler could possibly want. This boat was built with comfort in mind and that goes a long way after
an exhausting day on the water or at the coast. The yak holds over 600 lbs with protected horizontal storage for 6 rods and two vertical rod holders. With room for 13 Plano® tackle boxes and bungies to secure
everything else, you could run away from home in this boat. A few of the features are a rudder that retracts
if you should hit something, a live-well, hatches with o-rings for accessing additional storage below the
deck, and top all this off with a Cool Ride seat with ventilation, lumbar support and adjustability, the mirage
drive with flippers that act as propeller blades, grab bars on the sides of the boat for transporting and handling (an 18” fish measuring ruler on one of the bars), mounting boards for your GPS, fish finder or lights,
mesh storage pockets on the sides, a large lined storage area in the front hatch that holds ice for your catch
or your beverages, and large, sturdy front and rear carrying handles. Can you say Cadillac of kayaks? This
is a dreamboat! It does weigh in at 138 lbs. but it had kayak carrier wheels that easily slipped into place to
allow for easy portage of a 13’8” kayak, even by a woman.
Of course, this kayak prices out a tad higher than some of its competition but the plethora of features make this a great investment boat for the serious angler.
I got to see this boat again on the water at Fly Fish Texas, Athens on March 12th and I still think it’s
the cat’s meow!
Take a look at these boats at http://www.hobiecat.com/fishing/boats/pro-angler/. It comes in luscious Dune,Moss and Golden Papaya colors. (Santa if you’re reading this, I like all the colors). Kind of
makes you wonder what they will come up with next?
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Tenkara – Japanese Style Fly Fishing
By Rozlynn Orr

As the world watches and recoils from the devastation of the recent earthquake and tsunami in Japan, I have had
my nose buried in the book Tenkara: Radically Simple, Ultralight Fly Fishing by Dr. Kevin C. Kelleher, MD, and
Misako Ishimura. Misako is a fly fishing friend and sent a copy of the book for me to review for our club.
Misa, a FFF, CCI, has an extended list of accomplishments in the fly fishing world ranging from teaching fly casting
in Japan with Joan Wulff and the late Mel Kreiger, to her work with Casting for Recovery ®, Project Healing Waters™,
and Trout Unlimited, Inc.™, to studying fly tying with Mary Dette and Poul Jorgensen. Misa has been the Director of
the Theodore Gordon Fly Fishers, and a Director of the International Women Fly Fishers (IWFF). She was president
and founded World Fly Fishing Of Japan, where, she formed Fly Fishing Team Japan. As captain and member of Fly
Fishing Team Japan for FIPS-Mouche World Fly Fishing Championship, she has fished in England, France, Spain,
Slovakia, Sweden, Portugal, Finland, New Zealand, Scotland and Poland. Misa was honored as the First Woman Angler during the World Fly Fishing Championship at Slovakia in 2004. Misako is dedicated to the conservation of the
waters we fish, the sport of fly fishing, and her flies and artwork have been in many fly fishing publications. She is a
life member of FFF and TU, a member of Japan Fly Fishers and numerous other fly fishing clubs and organizations.
She currently resides in Mountain Home, Arkansas. Misako exemplifies her belief that women and all generations of
fly fishers and their organizations are enriched and strengthened by reaching out to others across the globe. Misako
Ishimura could well be considered an “International Ambassador of the Fly Fishing World”.
Tenkara: Radically Simple, Ultralight Fly Fishing is an intriguing book, full of fly fishing information, easy to absorb, and it has totally enticed me to further explore tenkara techniques and equipment. For the minimalist, the
back packer, the unencumbered, this is the fly fishing style to try out. Pure and simple; less is more.
By definition from Wikipedia, “Tenkara fly fishing, (Japanese, literally: “from heaven”, or “from the skies”) is a traditional type of fly fishing practiced in Japan. Primarily used for small stream trout fishing, tenkara is one of the most
popular methods of angling among fresh-water fisherman in Japan. Tenkara has been virtually unknown outside of
Japan until the first company to introduce and popularize tenkara outside of Japan, Tenkara USA ®, was founded in
April 2009 in San Francisco, CA.”
Tenkara dates back about 200 years ago and rods were made of very long and lightweight bamboo. The length of
the rods range from 11’ to 15’ and allow the angler to span the small stream with a line affixed directly to the end
of the long pole with no need for a reel to store extra line. The tenkara fly is tied to the end of the tenkara fly line.
These long rods with a simple furled type tenkara line allow for flawless, weightless delicate presentations. The
length of the rod also allows for keeping most of the line off of the water thus enabling easy detections of strikes
and takes. It’s all about fly control, placement, and manipulation to entice the fish.
The simplicity and ease of this ultra lightweight fishing system is finding appeal in the United States at a time when
everything is complicated and involved. This is a short cut to immediate gratification for getting on a stream with
minimum gear and investment. These rods collapse to around 20 inches offering extreme portability and convenience for those on the go. A rod, tenkara line, some tippet and a handful of flies allows one to easily escape to a
treasured fishing locale or board an airplane with everything tucked into a carry on without a lot of bulky gear bags
that can be possibly lost or damaged.
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Of course, if you’re only fishing holes are large rivers and lakes, then this system is not your first choice of gear. You
can fish large waters but you will be limited in your reach of the fish. I can envision fishing a tenkara rod in my local creeks and on the Llano River, the Medina or the Paluxy. The gear is best suited for a smaller body of water that
doesn’t need much casting.
According to Tenkara: Radically Simple, Ultralight Fly Fishing, casting for the novice is easily attained using the
tenkara rod. The shorter line makes it easier for the novice to achieve line control and fly placement without some
of the beginner frustrations of too much line and too many steps to perfecting the cast. This would have to be a
bonus for the novice fly fisher who sometimes gets overwhelmed with gear, flies, line, and rod.
The book explores the dynamics of casting with straight-forward easy to understand approaches and techniques.
There are uncomplicated directions for knots, rigging, and making furled leaders. Also included are simplistic instructions for tying a few flies using a vise, hook, ordinary sewing thread, and a few feathers. Further chapters detail
bug hatches or bugs 101 with drawings of predominant stream species.
The part of the book that I really enjoyed covered tenkara flies and their construction. These flies are known as
“kebari” in Japanese and are simplistic in design compared to some of our western flies. They basically use feathers
and thread and some fur. The most interesting aspect is the construction of the flies. Many of them are tied with
”reverse” hackles, meaning the hackle collars are facing forward to the hook eye, instead of pointing to the rear of
the fly as we are accustomed to. This in itself makes for a fly that pushes more water and has more motion of the
hackles or legs or wings to entice a fish. This design makes pretty good sense and I look forward to incorporating
this in my tying.
The book closes with words from Joan Wulff and the role of women in fly fishing from the first book on fly fishing and hunting in the 1400s by Dame Juliana Berners to the current statistics that over 20% of the U.S. fly fishing
population are now women. Joan surmises that women are also leading the trend toward tenkara fishing due to the
ultralight equipment and the simplicity of the system.
All said, the book reminds us that tenkara is just fishing and a way to find nature and enjoy yourself outdoors. It is
just one more peaceful way to commune with something that is so grand and great and vast and to remind us that
we are observers that receive pleasure from this greatness.
The book is being carried online on Amazon and I’m sure at your local bookstore. It makes for some good reading
as well as a true appreciation for the Japanese art of fly fishing. In a hurried, complicated world, this simple way to
fly fish is a refreshing way to enjoy nature and the art of fly fishing without all the modern day encumbrances and
equipment. A bit of solitude for the soul found in a small collapsible rod, a line, and a pocket full of flies!
Many thanks to Misako Ishimura for forwarding this book to me to enlighten and expand my fly fishing knowledge.
I believe you have hooked a tenkara fan!
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TWFF is Sparkling
in our 10th Anniversary Shirts
Don’t be caught on the water without your 2011, 10th Anniversary TWFF tshirt. Take advantage of this special limited offer for these commemorative anniversary shirts. You’ll want one later on so order now!
Order by April 17th for delivery at our Glen Rose outing on April 29, 2011.
What a great way to support and show off your club to your fishing friends. These are stylish, girlish and have BLING!
Email orders to info@twff.net by April 17th.
A. Medium Blue Tshirt – TWFF logo embroidered and 10th Anniversary in crystals
Sizes: Ladies - XS, S, M, LG, XL, 1XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL
	Colors: white, natural, ash, athletic heather, daffodil yellow, yellow, orange sherbet, sand, pale pink, candy
pink, aquatic blue, light blue, stonewashed blue, lime, stonewashed green, charcoal, black, lemon yellow,
gold, orange, dark chocolate brown, red, cardinal, athletic maroon, sangria, purple, turquoise, royal, ultramarine blue, navy, Kelly, dark green
Price: $20.00
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B. Black Tshirt – State of Texas and TWFF 2001 – 2011 in crystals.
Sizes: Ladies - XS, S, M, LG, XL, 1XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL
	Colors: white, natural, ash, athletic heather, daffodil yellow, yellow, orange sherbet, sand,
pale pink, candy pink, aquatic blue, light blue, stonewashed blue, lime, stonewashed
green, charcoal, black, lemon yellow, gold, orange, dark chocolate brown, red, cardinal,
athletic maroon, sangria, purple, turquoise, royal, ultramarine blue, navy, Kelly, dark green
Price: $20.00

C. Navy Blue Tshirt – Born to Fish, Fish Bone Skeleton, TWFF
2001 – 2011 in crystals.
Sizes: Ladies - XS, S, M, LG, XL, 1XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL
	Colors: white, natural, ash, athletic heather, daffodil yellow, yellow, orange sherbet, sand,
pale pink, candy pink, aquatic blue, light blue, stonewashed blue, lime, stonewashed
green, charcoal, black, lemon yellow, gold, orange, dark chocolate brown, red, cardinal,
athletic maroon, sangria, purple, turquoise, royal, ultramarine blue, navy, Kelly, dark green
Price: $20.00
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D. No sample picture – Man’s shirt with TWFF logo and 10th
Anniversary embroidered on it. (TWFF Logo like Shirt A.)
	Colors: pg. 168 – Adult PC61 – white, natural, ash, athletic heather, daffodil yellow, yellow, orange sherbet,
light sand, sand, pale pink, candy pink, violet, aquatic blue, light blue, stonewashed blue, pistachio, lime,
stonewashed green, medium grey, dark heather grey, charcoal, black, chamois yellow, lemon yellow, gold,
orange, Texas orange, dusty brown, brown, dark chocolate brown, fiery red, red, rich red, cardinal, athletic
maroon, sangria, purple, turquoise, royal, deep marine, Carolina blue, ultramarine blue, colonial blue, steel
blue, navy, dill green, Kelly, jade green, spruce, olive forest green, dark green.
Sizes: Adult S – 6XL
Price: $20

Washing Instructions for crystal shirts:
They may be washed but do not dry clean. Turn them inside out before washing.
They can either be dried in a medium heat drier or hung on a hanger to dry.
They can be ironed with a warm iron if turned inside out.

@

Place your order today by emailing: info@twff.net.
Deadline for ordering April 17, 2011.
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We all love our TWFF hats and now it’s time to reorder and get a new
hat for 2011.
We have several styles this year, 2 bucket style hats with brims, a sun
hat with a removable sun skirt for the back, a fleece headband, a visor,
and ball caps in a large selector of colors, plus our CFR hat and lighted
cap.
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Orders will be taken for hats at until April 17 and we’ll have them at
the Glen Rose outing, April 29, 2011.
Order now and take advantage of having a personalized TWFF hat!
Contact Rozlynn Orr at info@twff.net. Hats will need to be paid for upon
delivery at Glen Rose. Shipping fees are $3.50 per order.
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2012 Outing Committee
Sheila Anderson, Lisa Bellar, Misha Spears, and Kerri Stephenson make up our 2012 Outing Committee and they are
already on the hunt for fabulous new fishing locations for the club. Be sure and contact them if you have a outing suggestions or know of a really great location for us to visit.
You can contact the group either by visiting our Message Board online at
http://www.twff.net/Message%20Board/Message%20Board.htm
or by emailing outings@twff.net .
We look forward to hearing from you!

Mark your calendars for these upcoming outings and events
and we’ll see ya on the water!
2011 TWFF Scheduled Outings
Month

2011 TWFF Coordinated outings

Volunteers

April 29-May 1

Glen Rose, TX – Paluxy River

Diana Kunde & Debbie Price

June 3-5

Austin, TX -Lady Bird Lake

Sheila Anderson & Janice Togal

August 12-14

Kingsland, TX – Llano River

Barbara Booth & Greg Setter

September 30-October 2

Texas Coast

Mary Rohrer

November 5-7

Johnson City, TX – Pedernales River

Karen Gebhardt & Cindy Organ

2011 TWFF Events
Month

2011 TWFF Event

Contact Person

May 6-7

FFF GCC Conclave, San Antonio, TX;
Crown Plaza Hotel

Mary Rohrer

July 16

Lydia Ann Tournament benefitting CFR
Aransas Pass, TX

Susan Gaetz

October 14-16

Oktoberfisch
Host: Fredericksburg Fly Fishers
Junction, TX

Mary Rohrer

26
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Mark Your Calendars
for These Upcoming Events

When:

Apr 16, 2011

Where:

Junction, TX

Annual Outdoor Women Gone Wild in Kimble County
Junction, TX
Saturday, April 16th, 2011Fishers. Day of fishing, games, food. More info at:
A fun day of various activities: fly tying and fly fishing with your new fly, advanced fly tying and fly fishing, bird-watching, kayaking, golf basics, team
horse wagon driving, shotgun shooting, basic motorcycling, gourd birhouse
decorating, making bird houses and bird baths, archery, karate, self defense,
orientering and navigating using a compass, basic trailer backing, outdoor photography, tomahawk throwing, weather assessment, and more.
For more info contact:
Chamber of Commerce - 325.446.3190 or 1.800.Kimble4
Email: junctiontx@cebridge.net

When:

May 6-7, 2011

Where:

Aransas Pass, TX

When:

Jul 16, 2011

Where:

Aransas Pass, TX

When:

Oct 14-16, 2011

Where:

Junction, TX

May 6-7 FFF GCC Conclave, San Antonio, TX
Crown Plaza Hotel
Mary Rohrer
http://www.gulfcoastfff.org/index.php?page=expo-2011

Lydia Ann Flymaster Tournament benefiting CFR
Aransas Pass, TX
Susan Gaetz

Oktoberfisch; Hosted by Fredericksburg Fly Fishers
Junction, TX
October 14 - 16
Mary Rohrer
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Contact Your TWFF Officers
President:

Rozlynn Orr

info@twff.net

First Vice President:

Cindy Organ

fundraising@twff.net

Second Vice President
of Membership:

Kerri Stephenson

membership@twff.net

Secretary:

Debbie Price

secretary@twff.net

Treasurer:

Jan Bates

treasurer@twff.net

Trustees:

Annette Blythe
Leslie DeHay

Calling all writers,
photographers, and artists!
We are looking for stories,
articles, photographs, and
illustrations. If you’d like to
submit something for the
newsletter, please send it at
least three (3) weeks prior to the
upcoming publishing date.
E-mail:
newslettter@twff.net

Frances Estes

trustees@twff.net

Past President:

Rozlynn Orr

Newsletter :

Leslie Davis

newsletter@twff.net

Message Board
Mediator:

Mary Kain

pwinfo@twff.net

If your personal email address changes,
please contact:		

webmaster@twff.net

TWFF Publishing Dates
2011 TWFF Newsletter publication dates:
Submissions guidelines: Please send text for newsletter articles in Word or the
body of an email. Attach photos independently of the text documents rather than
embedding them in your Word docs. Please also include photo captions or name
the photos to indicate captions. Any items received less than a week before the
publication date will not appear in that issue of the newsletter. Thank you!!!
Publication date: 		Submissions due in by:
Feb 1
Jan 15
Apr 1
Mar 15
May 21
May 1
July 23
July 1
Sept 24                     	
Sept 1
Dec 1
Nov 15			

TWFF Advertising Rates
We’re on the Web!

One
Issue

See us at:
www.twff.net

Annual
(6 issues)

Swap/sell items–(members):

Free		

Text Ads (nonmembers):

$5/inch		

Business Cards (members):

$5.00

$25

Business Cards (others):

$7.50

$40

1/4 Page Display:

$20

$100

1/3 Page Display:

$30

$150

1/2 Page Display:

$35

$200

Full Page Display:

$50

All ads must be
prepaid. Ads with
graphics should be
submitted
electronically as
high-resolution JPG
files. Please send
your ad requests to
Leslie Davis at
newsletter@twff.net
Thank-you!

