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TWFF Business Update 
 
Nominating committee: 
 
The following people are nominated for the upcoming open officer positions: 
 
President – Sheila Anderson 
2nd Vice President – Angela Mendoza 
Trustee – Pam Vestal 
Trustee – Linda Love 
 
If you are interested in serving in any of these positions, or if you would like to name additional 
nominees, please contact Sherri Ray.  Nominations can also be made at the time of the October 
meeting.  Voting will open via email prior to the Coastal Paddling trip later this month.  Voting in 
person will be conducted in Port Aransas during the weekend trip. 
 
The next TWFF Member meeting at the Coastal Paddling trip is scheduled for 9am Sunday 
morning, Oct. 24th. 
 
 

 

 
 

Lavene with her beautiful bass! 
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From the President 
By Sherri Ray 
 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Expo was another successful year for TWFF.  We sold about ten 
shirts/ hats and picked up a couple of new members.  I would like to WELCOME Kay Arnold , 
Spicewood, Texas and Janice Alford of Austin, Texas.  The weather was frightful early Saturday 
morning and sent the parking situation into chaos.  Normally, all visitors park in the field in front of 
TP&W and shuttle in on buses.  The vendors and volunteers park at Ojeda Elementary school.  It 
rained so hard that NO ONE could park in the normal places and there was no time to let anyone 
know.  This is the first time in the history of the Expo that this situation has arisen.  The decision 
was made that all visitors would park at two different high schools.  One was Reagan High School 
at 290 and 183 and the other school at Del Valle, which is past the airport on 71.  It was a little 
hairy to say the least.  To all of our members who managed to make it in spite of the weirdness 
you are to be commended.  Major thanks to Lavene Jones, Sheila Anderson, Kerri Stephenson, 
Donna Knapp, Angela and Carlos Mendoza and Audrey Ambrose.  There were about 9000 
visitors to Expo on Saturday due to weather according to TP&W director Bob Cook.  I have not 
heard the numbers for Sunday but there were major amounts of people in attendance and the 
weather was beautiful.   I have heard that there was some discussion among the tiers that some 
of the children that visited the Fly-Fishing Tent were too young to tie flies but the guys hated to 
turn them down..  Perhaps we could trying something new next year by having pictures of fish 
and flies to color.  We could help them to learn identification of the different species and their 
colors.  I’m sure the tiers would appreciate it and the small children would get to experience a 
little about fly fishing on their level.    
 
Our next trip is Port Aransas with Bill Harvey, Biologist of TP&W as our principle guide. Mary 
Rohrer and Julie Sieh are our coordinators and have done a lot of good hard work to put together 
what is slated to be an incredible trip.  The details are at the website and so are the pictures from 
the Medina Trip. 
 
The next scheduled trip for TWFF is January 28th at the Bastrop State Park. First, a little 
background of why we decided on Bastrop area since some of you weren't at the Homer Martin 
outing. Since we NEVER know about the weather in January as evidenced by floods on the 
Guadalupe and freezing weather at Homer Martin we decided to try something different. The 
Bastrop area is located in the middle of the Houston, Austin and San Antonio Areas to make for 
an easy drive for most members.  We have to plan on cold weather and then if it turns out pretty 
we will be able to get out and fish. Bastrop State Park, and Buescher State Park are connected 
by a beautiful park road that is approximately 8 miles long, (great bike riding).  You can also drive 
Hwy 71 between the two. The Bastrop Park has a small lake that has perch, crappie, bass and 
catfish. The Buescher Lake is stocked by TP&W with trout. It will be stocked by the end of 
December.  The trout have not been highly pressured in the past and the park ranger says that 
trout are caught until March.   The Park rents canoes  for ten dollars a day if you prefer not to haul 
your kayak.   There are some places to wade fish but a float tube will probably be the best way to 
fish it.  I plan on trying it as soon as they are stocked and I will let you know.   
 
So far the plan is to make this a mostly Fly tying outing. There have been several people 
who have requested classes and it is a good time to do that if we can't get outside. Coco 
Davenport and Linda Love have agreed to hold classes and I hope others that tie will also. If the 
weather is good then we can fish in addition to the fly tying. We will use TP&W loaner tying kits to 
allow people to try out tying before purchasing any equipment of their own.  
 
The Bastrop State Park has Group facilities. The facilities are used for Church groups and family 
reunions. They are the best value but the accommodations are best described as  plain. There 
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are 4 cabins that sleep 22 in each for a total of 88 people. The area has it's own bathhouse that 
accommodates Men/Women each side 3 stalls and 2 showers. The Group area has it's own day 
use area that is a couple of acres with picnic tables and a large fire ring and a hiking trail that 
heads there.  If the weather isn’t wet it will be a great place to hold casting classes.   In addition to 
the "dorms" there is a kitchen/dining facility. The dining hall is really large so it would easily 
accommodate all people in the event we have cold weather and there is plenty of room for class 
tying tables and dining tables. The kitchen is huge and it has a commercial 8 burner stove and 2 
commercial size cooler/frig.   The price is excellent but it is SO NOT like the place we have been 
staying on the Guadalupe, however, our chances for learning to tie flies, catch fish and having 
"together" time should be high.  A really good plus is no one will have to make individual 
reservations and  we will have plenty of room for all.  In addition,  there is an eighteen-hole golf 
course and lots of hiking and biking trails for those of you who are interested, again if the weather 
is pretty.  Best Fishes, SR 
 

 
 

Bandera / Medina River Fly Fishing – Trip Report 
By Linda Love 
 
Bandera and the Medina River at last!  We have been looking forward to fishing the Medina River 
for quiet some time.  We had a trip planned for this river 2 years ago.  Coco had checked it out 
and we were ready to go but we had to cancel due to a huge flood.  Well it was worth the wait.  
The water was cold and crystal clear and the fish were eager to please.  Betty and I arrived at the 
Bandera Lodge Thursday afternoon.  We were only a few feet from the river and it beckoned us 
so we grabbed our rod and reel and off we went.  We caught perch, bass and catfish almost at 
our backdoor.  What a great way to start the trip.   
 
Friday morning we gave Fred Collins a visit to confirm the kayak rental and portage after which 
we headed for Medina with plans to circle back and try out some good spots for the wade fishers.  
We found Moffett Park just on the edge of the town of Medina to be delightful place to wade and 
the river was full of fish.  We stopped at two other places that we did not feel were very 
accessible for wade fishing.    After a late lunch it was time to get ready for the Mullet Mixer to be 
held at Bandera Lodge and our speaker/ river/fishing guide, Kevin Hutchison, and his friend, 
Jennifer. 
 
Kevin presented a great slide show of the river and demonstrated fly tying for those interested.  
Kevin and Jennifer made a trip down the Medina River the week before so they could take photos 
and show us the places to fish and where to be careful as we floated the river.  He made several 
flies that are especially good for the Medina River and had them available for us.    He also 
showed us photos of the Blanco River, San Marcos River and the Llano River, which are equally 
beautiful rivers in the hill country.  Kevin also guides on these rivers.  After the slide show he 
presented each member a package of about 10 flies for fishing this river (very generous).   The 
food was great, thanks to all. 
 
The kayak fishers met Saturday morning at 9:00 am at Fred’s to rent kayaks and portage to the 
Pleasant Valley crossing  for the start of the float trip.  Sheila, Mike, Glenna, Francis, Betty, 
Carlos, Angela, Lavene, Kathy, Karen and Linda joined Kevin and Jennifer for a 5 hour fish and 
float trip.  The river was beautiful and fish were abundant.  Fish were biting on top water flies in 
the morning and nymphs and Woolley Buggers mid day and afternoon, along with some top water 
poppers.  There were signs of the previous flood to remind us to respect this river.    Most of the 
river was easily fished and the rapids were not too bad.   We were able to wade as well as float 
where the current was gentle.  We portaged over one fairly large waterfall for safety sake, all but 
Mike that is.  He decided after moving so many boats around it, he would just take a chance and 
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go over it in his kayak.  No sweat for him!  There was another place where it was especially hard 
to negotiate a sharp turn.  Sheila demonstrated the proper way to flip over and survive with all 
gear salvaged and intact.  Like a good sport, she hopped back on her kayak for the rest of the trip 
with no fear (well maybe a little).  From that experience, the remaining kayakers were assisted by 
our guide to get around the turn while still on/in the boat.  There were a few other difficult spots 
that provided some excitement, but we managed to get to Tarpley Crossing with only one more 
“flip” which speaks well for our group since most of us are novice at kayaking a river such as the 
Medina.   
 
Fishing was great fun with every one catching perch, catfish and small bass.  Lavene was the 
exception on this day as she spotted and coaxed a huge (3 ½-4 lb) large mouth bass to bite her 
olive Woolley Bugger and the fight was on.  Fortunately, Lavene came out the winner. Well the 
fish won too, as she released it back for the next fisher to catch it.    I am told that this fish was so 
big it bent the rod to the point of nearly breaking.  I understand the rod did eventually break but 
not from the fish (sorry about that Pam).  Kevin had promised a bag of flies to the person with the 
biggest fish, and Lavene won that prize without a doubt.  I am sure there will be a photo of this big 
one that did not get away, as Sheila was there with her trusty camera. 
 
The float trip finally came to an end about 4:30 p.m.  We were a tired but happy bunch, ready to 
meet for dinner at the Mexican food restaurant where we shared fish stories with the wade 
fishers.  I believe you will want to go again if you were lucky enough to experience it this time and 
if not, you will enjoy it when we go again, I guarantee.    Linda Love 
 

Bandera / Medina River Fly Fishing – Trip Report 
By Jo Schauf 
 
TWFF members met in Bandera, TX on September 10th to fish the Medina River.  Everyone met 
up at 7:00  at the Bandera Lodge for the Mullett Mixer and to hear our guest speaker Kevin 
Hutchinson. 
 
Kevin’s presentation was on fishing the Llano, San Marcos and Medina rivers.  We learned what 
species of fish we are most likely to catch and the best flies to catch them on.   
 
 The weather was great on Saturday when the group split up to fish.  Half went with Kevin to 
kayak down the Medina and the remainder went in search of places to wade fish.  
 
Pam, Tiffany and I started our fishing on the bank right below our motel.  Tiffany made the first 
catch of the day with a Guadalupe bass.  Pam and I frantically cast to catch up.  We did. 
 
After about two hours of fishing we decided to go into town for lunch and a beer.  The Old 
Spanish Trail café is a good place for lunch.  We joined bikers, dove hunters and local people for 
a Mexican buffet. 
 
After lunch we went upriver to one of the places Kevin had suggested.  We met up with Coco, 
Sheila, Audrey and Sara.  When asked if the fishing was good Coco said “Yep, just throw your fly 
at the manmade structure”.  Tiffany and Sara went in that direction and in a few minutes we could 
hear the sounds of someone with a fish on the line.  After a couple of hours in this spot Pam and I 
thought it was time for happy hour.  There’s a limit to how many fish you can catch without a beer 
break.  Bandera was made for this kind of fishing.  Everything is close and the Corona is cold. 
 
We all agreed this is a good river to wade.  The water is clear and the bottom is easy walking.  
And there are enough fish to go round. 
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Coastal Paddling Trails on the Texas Coast with Dr. Bill Harvey 
TWFF Saltwater Trip to Aransas Pass  
October 22, 23 and 24th  
General info site http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/news/news/020617b.htm 
Coordinators Mary Rohrer (rohrer@fbg.net) and Julie Sieh (siehje@hotmail.com). 
 
Come kayak fish the Lighthouse Lakes trails with Dr. Bill Harvey, TPWD and Dean Thomas of 
Slowride Guide Services for speckled trout and redfish. This should be an excellent trip and great 
way to learn the tools and techniques of flats fishing at the Coast. Check out the website 
www.aransaspass.org for information, maps and links to the lodging and guide services below. 
 
On Friday night, The Mullet Mixer will be held in the meeting room at the Ransom Road RV Park 
(240 Ransom Road, Aransas Pass). Dean and Bill will present an overview of fishing the 
Lighthouse Lakes area. We'll learn about tides, water movement around the flats, and where to 
find fish. Bring hors d'oervres to share, and any of your saltwater questions about fish, flies and 
equipment.  
 
Saturday morning will be an early wake-up so that we are on the water by about 7:00 am. Stacy 
Trimble of Trimble Fly Fishing, will be joining Bill and Dean on Saturday to help with guiding our 
group and helping members with saltwater fly fishing techniques. (We may have a few more 
guides available as well, depending on the number of participants.) Kayaks are the preferred 
method of gaining access to the flats and to areas where the fish congregate. Dean has kayaks 
available for rent and can bring them to the launch point on Saturday morning. Give him a call 
(361-758-0463) to reserve a kayak, if needed.   
 
Plan for a full day on the water on Saturday.  Bring a hat, sunscreen, polarized sunglasses, to 
keep protected from the elements, and water and lunch/snacks for energy. Fly fishing equipment 
should include six weight or heavier rod and 12# leader and tippets. Good flies to have in your fly 
box would be clousers, spoons and crab and shrimp imitations. Wading equipment should include 
booties, or wading boots with good soles, not sandals. Some of the areas of the flats are oyster 
shells, so the footwear needs to be sturdy. Depending on water temperature and the weather, 
bring along some light weight waders, if you have them available. Remember also that the wind 
always blows at the Coast, pack a long sleeved shirt or windbreaker. The Lighthouse Lakes area 
is a great place to try that new handheld GPS for navigation. Bring it along and see how good 
your skills are! 
 
Saturday night dinner will be in Port Aransas at one of the many seafood restaurants, like the 
Crazy Cajun. More information to follow. Sunday morning will be available for additional fishing on 
your own, and the TWFF board meeting after breakfast. 
 
LODGING INFORMATION: 
 
We have arranged for camping sites and hotel rooms for the TWFF group, as follows. Please get 
your reservations in, as space is filling quickly!   
 
For campers- Please contact Fred at the Ransom Road RV Park 361-758-2715. The RV park is 
on the south side of Aransas Pass and is adjacent to the Hampton's Landing boat launch. The 
fee is $25/day.  
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For non-campers- We have a block of rooms set up at the Hawthorne Suites in Aransas Pass. 
The hotel located at 501 East Goodnight Street between Aransas Pass and Port Aransas and 
about 1.5 miles from the Ransom Rd RV park. The rooms are suites with full kitchens, as well as 
a breakfast bar in the morning. The rates are $99/night for king bed with queen sofabed, or 
$79/night for queen bed with queen sofabed. The rooms can hold 3 fishergals comfortably. To 
reserve a room, please call Hawthorne Suites directly at 361-758-1774, our "group code" is 
"1411", which has the rates identified for TWFF. The group rate is being held until September 
21st, please call to confirm your reservation. 
 
Please send an email to Mary Rohrer (rohrer@fbg.net) or Julie Sieh (siehje@hotmail.com) if you 
are planning to come so that we can get a good count of the attendants and get the guides set 
up. This should be a great trip for those interested in learning more about saltwater fly fishing. 
 

 
 
Conservation Article 
COASTAL UPDATE 2004 
THE BATTLE FOR THE TEXAS COAST 
By Jim Blackburn  August, 2004 
 
 (Although I take full responsibility for the information in this newsletter, I would like to 
acknowledge the analyses obtained from Myron Hess and Norman Johns with the National 
Wildlife Federation that underlie some of the observations in this Coastal Update.) 
 
At the current time, there is a somewhat obscure but very important battle occurring that will 
determine the future of the Texas coast. Like no other time in the history of the Texas coast, 
freshwater inflows to our coastal bays and estuaries are in jeopardy.   The threat comes on 
multiple fronts.  First, growth in demand is causing many old water permits that have never been 
used and that were issued without environmental protection provisions to be bought and sold like 
commodities.  Second, there is a virtual gold rush of new applications for water rights that are 
currently pending in Sabine Lake, Galveston Bay, Matagorda Bay and San Antonio Bay 
watersheds, along with existing problems in the Nueces Bay watershed and threats to the 
Aransas/Copano system from groundwater export plans in Refugio and Goliad Counties.  Added 
to this are a number of concerns about consultants taking over and modifying official state models 
for surface water availability and bay and estuary productivity without any oversight or regulation.  
This concern is important because these models ultimately control permit decisions. 

   
Our bays and estuaries need freshwater inflows from rivers along with the nutrients that are 
carried by this water in order to maintain their productivity.  For instance, adult shrimp lay their 
eggs in the open Gulf, but the larval stages are transported back into the estuaries by tides.  
These larval shrimp thrive and grow if adequate nursery conditions exist in the estuary, including 
moderate salinity. 

 
Trout, redfish and flounder feed on crabs, shrimp, shad, mud minnows and finger mullet that feed 
on a variety of even smaller food sources.  Ultimately, the entire fishery depends to some extent 
upon microscopic plants called phytoplankton.  Without freshwater inflows and the nutrients that 
come with them, we would not have the phytoplankton, and the fish and shellfish that depend 
upon them, and we would not have the nursery that supports the juveniles of most of these 
species.   The bottom line is that we might see our coastal bays and estuaries stolen from 
beneath our noses if we don’t get smart about what is going on and stop it. 
 
THE TEXAS BLUE GOLD RUSH 
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There is a gold rush occurring in Texas, only it involves blue water rather than gold metal.  Like 
no time in recent memory, applications and schemes abound to take water from our rivers and 
divert it to urban areas such as San Antonio, Dallas and Houston.  Both groundwater and surface 
water are involved in the blue gold rush and the bays and estuaries up and down the coast are 
threatened.   
  
Consider the following set of permit applications that have either been filed or are in the process 
of being filed with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  These applications 
are in addition to existing water rights that – for the most part – have claimed all of the 
dependable flow of our major rivers. 

 
In the Sabine Lake watershed, the Sabine River Authority has applied for 293,000 acre feet in 
Toledo Bend Reservoir, the last remaining unappropriated water that Texas has a right to in that 
reservoir that is shared with Louisiana. They are seeking this additional water right even though 
they are only using about 2% of their existing water rights in Toledo Bend. (An acre-foot is 
approximately 325,000 gallons – anything over 100,000 acre-feet is a lot of water). 
 
In the Galveston Bay system, the City of Houston has applied for 580,923 acre feet of return 
flows, 160,000 acre feet from the tributaries of the San Jacinto River and, along with the San 
Jacinto River Authority, 80,923 from Lake Houston.  Additionally there are reuse applications by 
the Trinity River Authority and Tarrant Regional Water Authority on the Trinity River system. The 
return flows targeted in the City of Houston permit application were used to prove that there 
would be no harm to Galveston Bay from the widening and deepening of the Houston Ship 
Channel in late 1980s. The return flows were found to offset the increase in salinity in the bay 
resulting from the wider and deeper channel bringing more salt water in from the Gulf.  A 
compromise was reached on the widening and deepening of the Ship Channel based on these 
modeling results.  If these return flows were taken away from the Galveston Bay system, those 
modeling results would be wrong and Galveston Bay would likely be harmed by the increased 
salinity.    
 
In the Matagorda Bay watershed, the Lower Colorado River Authority has applied for 850,000 
acre feet of flood flows and 100,000 acre-feet of return flows from Austin.  Additionally, the City of 
Austin has a competing application for 100,000 acre feet of return flows and the South Texas 
Nuclear Project has asked for 102,000 acre feet per year.  An evaluation completed by the 
National Wildlife Federation indicates that if just the existing water rights on the Colorado were 
used without any new permits being issued, there would be no flow past Bay City in drier times 
and very little flow under average conditions. 
 
And then in the San Antonio Bay watershed, the Guadalupe Blanco River Authority (GBRA), the 
San Antonio River Authority (SARA) and the San Antonio Water System (SAWS) have applied for 
289,000 acre feet of new water.  This is very disturbing because an analysis by the National 
Wildlife Federation found that if we have a repeat of a year equal to the worst in the recorded 
drought of the 1950s, freshwater flows to San Antonio Bay would fall to just 28% of those 
recorded in that worst year. This projection was made for existing permits to withdraw water and 
does not include potential reuse of wastewater as evaluated in the state’s WAM (more on this 
later) or pending applications.  Furthermore, the NWF found that flows would be below the state-
established salinity threshold for 24 consecutive months with full permit usage, compared to the 
worst historic period of 14 months below the salinity threshold.  24 consecutive months of 
elevated salinities could severely impact shrimp, oysters, blue crabs and the fish and wildlife, 
including potentially whooping cranes, which depend upon them.  
 
Additionally, there are numerous groundwater projects where it is proposed that groundwater be 
taken from the county of origin and exported to urban areas.  In Refugio County, Goliad County 
and Victoria County, a proposal exists to send over 50,000 acre feet of groundwater to San 
Antonio, and a separate but similar proposal exists to export groundwater from southern Refugio 
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County to Corpus Christi.  These groundwater proposals are particularly important in the 
Aransas/Copano Bay watershed where the Mission River receives 20,000 acre-feet of base flow 
from springs and seeps from groundwater.  Oldtimers talk of how the Mission River flowed during 
the drought of the 1950s, yet it may be dewatered by these groundwater export proposals.   
  
On top of these plans is the fact that we have almost lost Nueces Bay as a productive estuary 
due to the impact of Choke Canyon reservoir on freshwater inflows.  In the early 1990s, 
commercial shrimping interests along with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department caused the 
Texas Water Commission to address the failure of the City of Corpus Christi to release water to 
Nueces Bay.  The full amount that was promised was never delivered but at least some water 
was released.  Nueces Bay is recovering, but until the recent rains was receiving only a fraction 
of its historic inflows.   
 
Finally, remember the Rio Grande drying up and a sand bar severing it from the Gulf a few years 
ago.  During our lifetime, humans have managed to dry up a mighty river. 
 
Our record in Texas of protecting our bays and estuaries is not something that we should brag 
about.  Unfortunately, our management systems are about to be stressed much more seriously 
than they have been in the past. The bottom line is that I am concerned that our institutions are 
not up to the challenge and that we citizens of the coast who care about the bays and estuaries 
are going to have to take prompt and efficient action if we wish to save these resources. 
 
MODELS – WEAPONS OF BAY DESTRUCTION  
(OR PROTECTION) 
 
Natural resource management and decision-making is dominated by computer models of various 
types.  Our air pollution strategy is determined by computer models that track the formation of 
ozone and predict how particulates and air toxics are dispersed.  Our water pollution control 
strategy is determined by models that identify the impact of organic pollutants on dissolved 
oxygen in streams.  And our water supply decision-making is guided by a surface water model 
called the Water Availability Model (or WAM), a groundwater availability model (or GAM) and 
coastal models that predict fishery productivity (TXEMP) and salinity (TXBLEND) in the bays, 
often collectively refer to as the bay and estuary model. 
 
The WAM is used to determine how much flow is expected in a river under a variety of conditions 
and to determine how much of the flow has been allocated by prior permitting.  It allows the user 
to evaluate whether unappropriated (e.g. not subject to outstanding permits) surface water exists 
in the river and the percentage of time that the water is available. At the current time, the TCEQ is 
taking the position that water can be applied for and permitted even if it is available only some of 
the time.  In other words, a certain amount of water is available during low flow periods and more 
is available during normal flows and even more is available during higher flows such as floods.  In 
the past, the State of Texas attempted to ensure that the water that was permitted was available 
most of the time (e.g., 75% of the water must have been available 75% of the time). Now, we are 
moving into a brave new world of permitting withdrawals of surface water that is available less 
and less of the time which means less water will remain in the river and reach the bay. 
 
The WAM is the tool that allows the permitting agency to determine how much water is getting to 
the bays and estuaries and how much is already appropriated.  But who controls the WAM?  The 
basic version of the WAM for the various watersheds was developed for the TCEQ by large 
engineering firms.  However, a recent trend involves a permit applicant or their consultant 
obtaining the official state WAM and then hiring the same engineering firm to modify it to show 
either more water available and/or to obscure the environmental impact of proposed new permits.  
Also, in this manner, the modification is proprietary and is accomplished by a non-governmental 
party, resulting in the argument that the modified WAM cannot be obtained by outside parties 
through the Texas Public Information Act and similar freedom of information requests. Recently, 
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attempts to obtain the modified WAMS from the GBRA, SARA and SAWS on the Guadalupe 
River have been made by several different groups.  In all cases, GBRA/SARA/SAWS refused to 
provide the WAMS under the Texas Public Information Act. 
 
The changes to these WAMs are substantial.  I have been told that the underlying computer code 
is being modified, although the full extent of these changes have not been disclosed thus far.  
Changes in the computer code are serious.  This is like changing DNA in an organism – it alters 
the message and it alters the result. Additionally, the basic assumptions, such as inflows from 
springs such as Comal and San Marcos, also are being altered.  A key issue is whether or not 
return flows from sewage treatment plants should be considered in the WAM. To date, the Texas 
Water Development Board has taken the position that they should not be included because they 
may disappear through recycle or reuse concepts allowed under Texas law.  However, these 
outside consultants are free to alter inputs and show these return flows in the WAM accounting 
process.  
 
The bottom line is that the State of Texas has paid for the development of the basic WAM and is 
handing it over to the private sector.  If these WAMs are being modified, who is evaluating these 
modifications to determine if they are right or not?  Who is in control of determining how much 
water is actually available and how much will reach the coast?  Who is minding our water store?  
Who is keeping track of our Blue Gold?  Is it being stolen?  Is it being created with smoke and 
mirrors? 
 
A slightly different yet similar problem exists with the bay and estuary model that was used to 
develop a conservative estimate of freshwater inflow needs of each of the seven major bay and 
estuary systems of the Texas coast.  For some time, the community that wishes to take more 
water from the streams and rivers has been complaining that the bay and estuary models 
developed by the Texas Water Development Board and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
indicate that more freshwater is needed for the bays and estuaries than is actually warranted and 
that, in fact, the bays and estuaries can be productive with less fresh water than indicated by the 
model. There are also challenges being made that the models are simply in error although their 
methodology has been published in peer-reviewed scientific journals.  At this time, challenges are 
being made to the bay and estuary models for virtually all of our bay and estuarine systems.   
 
Under TCEQ rules, the Commission must consider impacts to bays and estuaries in deciding 
whether or not to issue water rights permits.  At this time, the bay and estuary models are the 
only approved tool that we have to assist us in determining whether or not impacts to the bays 
and estuaries associated with the various permit applications are acceptable or not.  These 
models were developed by Texas agencies under provisions of Texas law.   For better or worse, 
they are our state models.  Waiting on “perfect estuary science”, or any perfect science for that 
matter, can be a red herring.  It is certainly reasonable to act on these existing models while 
acknowledging their imperfections and adjustments can be made later. This approach has been 
used in multi-billion dollar efforts to restore San Francisco Bay and many other aquatic systems. 
 
It is also important to understand the implications of a successful attack on the bay and estuary 
model.  If the bay and estuary impact models are set aside, there is no alternative method in 
place to make these bay and estuary impact determinations.  In turn, the very real chance exists 
that all of the water rights permit applications set out in the first part of this update will be issued 
because of lack of evidence regarding whether or not negative impacts would result to the bay as 
a result of a decision to allow the removal of hundreds of thousands of acre feet from the bay.  
The sad truth is that in Texas, we always seem to err on the side of issuing permits, rather than 
on the side of natural resource protection. 
 
The modeling issue may be worst with regard to the GAMs.  Several different versions of GAMs 
are circulating in the consulting community.  Here, each proponent of a groundwater export plan 
creates their own GAM that concludes that larger and larger volumes of groundwater are 
“available” for water supply usage.  The results in GAMs for the same counties are spectacularly 
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different.  For instance, different GAMs for Refugio County show a range of from 9,000 to 50,000 
acre feet of groundwater to be available.  
 
If we do not take control of these modeling abuses and address them promptly and sternly, our 
blue gold will be removed from the bank.   
 
 
HOW SHOULD WE PROCEED? 
 
We are at a crossroads regarding water rights, exploitation schemes and protection of the bays 
and estuaries.  We need assurance that when we make long-term investment decisions that we 
will not be irreparably destroying our coastal resources, yet such assurance does not exist at the 
current time.  A decision by the City of San Antonio to construct a pipeline to bring water in from 
the Guadalupe River or the Colorado River will entail great expense and will not be changeable.  
We – the citizens of Texas – will have to live with it and its impacts for decades.  We should 
insure that San Antonio has water, but our bays should not be harmed by that decision. 
 
We need to be able to trust and believe in our computer models and we cannot at this time place 
our trust in either the models or the institutions manipulating these models.  We need a process 
to bring credibility to our decision-making about water and our future.  We need an orderly way of 
ensuring that the models are as good as we can make them and we need entities or institutions 
that we can trust to handle these models.   
 
I suggest that we need to suspend all permit applications for a three-year period and 
assemble a panel of modeling experts to evaluate our current models and to make 
recommendations about how these models should be used in the decision-making 
process.  Our permitting agency – the TCEQ – should take the results of this panel of 
modeling experts and enact enforceable rules implementing the recommendations of this 
panel of experts.  In this manner, we can attempt to bring credibility to our models and to 
the permitting process. 
 
If you have been watching coastal water issues, you will recall that the legislature directed the 
TCEQ to suspend processing on permit applications attempting to establish water rights to 
protect the bays and estuaries.  These applications that were filed by the San Marcos River 
Foundation, the Matagorda Bay Foundation, the Galveston Bay Conservation and Preservation 
Association and the Galveston Bay Foundation were subsequently dismissed by the TCEQ and 
are now before the State District Court in Austin.  The point here is that water rights applications 
to protect the bays and estuaries were set aside. As soon as they were set aside, in came the 
permit applications for hundreds of thousands of acre feet of water rights up and down the coast.  
These have not been dismissed.  They are happening now. 
 
If we don’t take steps to suspend these permit applications and set in motion a serious oversight 
process regarding these computer models, we will be faced with a regulatory process that will be 
controlled by the entity spending the most money on their WAM, GAM or bay and estuary model.  
Our coastal resources should not be for sale.  They need to be protected and are facing an 
imminent threat.  If we don’t act now to stop this, we will lose something very valuable. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
There are several steps that should be taken ASAP by everyone who is concerned about this 
issue.   
Please contact or write your elected politicians.  Most elected politicians do not know that local 
citizens are concerned about impacts to bays and estuaries or about the permitting process at the 
TCEQ.  Let them know about your concerns.   BE SURE AND REQUEST THAT THEY PASS 
LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PLACE A MORATORIUM ON NEW PERMITS FOR AT LEAST 
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THREE YEARS PENDING ACCURATE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF OUR WAMs, GAMs 
AND BAY AND ESTUARY MODELS.   
Here are their addresses of the Governor and Lt. Governor.  
Governor Rick Perry, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 12428, Austin, TX 78711-2428 
Fax 512-463-1849          www.governor.state.tx.us  
Lt. Governor David Dewhurst, Capitol Station, P. O. Box 12068, Austin, TX 78711 
Fax 512-463-0677         www.senate.state.tx.us  
The Gov. and Lt. Gov. do not release email addresses.  You can only email them from their 
websites. 
  
 
There are two Legislative committees currently working on this issue. There is the committee on 
environmental flows, formally named the Study Commission on Water for Environmental Flows, 
and the Senate Select Committee on Water Policy.  I strongly recommend that you write to each 
member of these committees about your concern about this issue.  BE SURE AND REQUEST 
THAT THEY PASS LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PLACE A MORATORIUM ON NEW PERMITS 
FOR AT LEAST THREE YEARS PENDING ACCURATE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF OUR 
WAMs, GAMs AND BAY AND ESTUARY MODELS.  
A.  The members of the Select Senate Committee on Water Policy are: 
   
 Chair  
.Kenneth L. Armbrister 
 
Members:  
 
Kip Averitt   Bob Deuell    Robert Duncan   Troy Fraser  
Jon Lindsay  Eddie Lucio, Jr.  Frank L. Madla  Eliot Shapleigh  
Todd Staples  Tommy Williams 
 
The address for all the Senators is P. O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, TX 78711. 
  
e-mail addresses are:     Kenneth.Armbrister@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Kip.Averitt@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Bob.Deuell@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Robert.Duncan@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Troy.Fraser@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Jon.Lindsay@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Eddie.Lucio@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Frank.Madla@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Eliot.Shapleigh@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Todd.Staples@senate.state.tx.us 
                                       Tommy.Williams@senate.state.tx.us 
  
                                             
B.  The members of the Study Commission on Water For Environmental Flows 
 
Co-Chair  
Sen. Kenneth L. Armbrister 
Co-Chair  
Rep. Robert Puente 
Members:  
Sen. Todd Staples  
Sen. Jeff Wentworth  
Rep. Bill Callegari  
Rep. Charlie Geren  
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Joseph J. Beal 
Jerry Lynn Clark 
Joseph B.C. Fitzsimons 
David Herndon 
E.G. Rod Pittman 
 Andrew Sansom 
Ben F. Vaughan 
W.E. "Bill" West 
Kathleen Hartnett White 
  
Senators Armbrister, Staples and Wentworth mailing address: 
P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, TX  78711 
  
Representatives Puente, Callegari and Geren mailing address: 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX  78768 
  
Kenneth.Armbrister@senate.state.tx.us 
Robert.Puente@house.state.tx.us 
Todd.Staples@senate.state.tx.us 
Jeff.Wentworth@senate.state.tx.us 
Bill.Callegari@house.state.tx.us 
Charlie.Geren@house.state.tx.us 
  
Joseph J. Beal, P.E., General Manager 
Lower Colorado River Authority 
P.O. Box 220 
Austin, Texas 78767-0220 
jbeal@lcra.org 
  
Jerry Clark, General Manager 
Sabine River Authority of Texas 
P.O. Box 579 
Orange, Texas 77631 
jclark@sra.dst.tx.us 
  
David Herndon, Attorney-at-Law 
515 Congress, Ste. 2300 
Austin, Texas 78701 
dherndon@gdhm.com 
  
Andrew Sansom, Executive Director 
International Institute for Sustainable Water Resources 
Texas State University 
601 University Dr. - Clevenger House 
San Marcos, Texas 78666-4615 
andrewsansom@txstate.edu 
  
Dr. Ben F. Vaughan IV, Assistant Professor 
Department of Business 
Texas Lutheran University 
P.O. Box 90069 
San Antonio, Texas 78209-9069 
bvaughan@tlu.edu 
  
W.E. "Bill" West Jr., General Manager 
Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority 
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933 East Court Street 
Seguin, Texas 78155 
No email (only email contact listed is Dr. Todd H. Votteler, tvotteler@gbra.org) 
  
 
Send this Coastal Update to people who you know are interested in this issue.  Make sure that 
everyone you know is activated about this issue.  
 
If you are a member of an organization such as Coastal Conservation Association, National 
Wildlife Federation, Environmental Defense, Audubon Society or Sierra Club, GBCPA, Galveston 
Bay Foundation, Sabine Lake Foundation, San Marcos River Foundation, Matagorda Bay 
Foundation or Coastal Bend Bays Foundation or any other groups, please contact your 
organization’s leadership and let them know that you are concerned about this issue and want 
them to act now to address this problem.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
I have spent a lot of time observing, studying and writing about the Texas coast.  My book – The 
Book of Texas Bays – is being published by Texas A&M Press and will be available in October 
2004.  I have been involved in many of the major legal battles on the Texas coast and I have 
carefully observed the ones that I was not directly involved in.    
I am convinced we are facing a major crisis.     
 
It is always hard to make up your mind to do something.  We all have limited time and resources.  
We all have competing demands.  However, if you care about the Texas coast, pay attention to 
this situation regarding freshwater inflows.  We need to make sure that our blue gold is not stolen 
and that our productive bays are not destroyed.  That potential is very real. 
 
If we don’t act, we could lose the productivity of the Texas coast.  If you care, please act.  Action 
is the other side of doing nothing.  You have to do something.  So please – if you care about the 
Texas coast, act now.  
 
Thanks for reading and considering this. Please pass it on to a friend that might care and act.   
Blackburn. 
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