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“Our mission is to create opportunities and encourage, educate, and mentor women’s responsible participation in the 
recreational sport of fly fishing. We support the policies/goals of the Federation of Fly Fishers, are open to women, men, and 
children from beginner to experienced through programs sponsored by women from the Texas Women Fly Fishers.”
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Contents tWFF Business Update

tReAsUReR’s RePoRt: 
Total sales of flies for CFR and TWFF merchandise during March/April were 
$701 and expenses for purchase of the merchandise, outing costs, etc. 
were $1,013. There are a few things left if anyone still wants to buy: License 
plate frames $18, Hats $20, Fishing Shirts ( short and long-sleeved) $48-
$55. Please contact Roz if you’d like to purchase anything.

FIRst VICe PResIdent’s RePoRt:
Now that the weather is getting a little sunnier, I hope all of you are thinking 
about going fishing!  Thinking about going fishing, means that you have to 
take inventory of all your rods, gear, flies, etc. to determine what needs to be 
replaced, what you don’t (or never) use, and what you would like to buy this 
season.  Please keep the upcoming auctions in mind.  If you have items to 
donate that others may appreciate, please let me know (fundraising@twff.net).  
I am continuing to acquire items, but it is a slow process in this economy.  I re-
cently attended the Fort Worth Fly Fishers’ club auction and noticed how many 
members (lots!) had either donated items themselves or had told the organizer 
about their contacts.  That is how to get more and interesting items for the auc-
tion!  Some people may have access to private water and can donate a day of 
fishing, while others may have a friend who is an artist.  For those of you who 
tie, please tie some of your favorite pattern and mail them to me.  Please think 
about your own talents, who you know and how you can help.
 
The other thing you can do is save your pennies to spend at the auction.  We 
already have some exciting items to offer.  An 8-piece River Kit from Loon Out-
doors, more furled leaders from Barry Evans, pink water shirts from Girl on the 
Fly, fly casting instruction, rods, books, custom-made flies, etc.  TWFF mem-
bers are our only audience for these auction items.  The money earned is put 
right back into the club for your enjoyment.  Please support TWFF while getting 
great deals for yourself!

seCond VICe PResIdent’s RePoRt: WelCoMe neW MeMBeRs

Welcome new members Dawn Dorsett and her family, Paul, Jessica, and Jacob 

WeBsIte RePoRt: 
Our website usage continues to trend upwards and we are getting more and 
more hits.

Submitted by each officer.
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Greetings, Mad Caster’s Club!

Hopefully by now, you’ve been able to get out and wet a line and fling a fly! The spring weather has certainly been an 

odd duck this year, especially in north Texas. And here we are, approaching summer! WOW! With the chill still in the air 

and the arrival of the gusty gales, I’m half expecting the spring rains to show up next. I’ve waited a day and yes, rains 

are now starting to fill the weeks and that obnoxious squelch bleating from the national weather service is issuing a 

thunderstorm warning complete with 60 mph winds and golf-ball-size hail ushering in yet another cold front. (Journal 

note, date: 5/17/10). I almost feel as though I’m living in Wonderland where nothing is quite as it seems. This topsy-turvy 

weather’s been affecting the bite and leaving this Alice confused about when to try to fish next and which flies to use. At 

least I am getting in lots of good casting practice and trying out a couple of different lines and rod weights. I’m beginning 

to succumb to the mantra that casting practice is a necessary step to improving your skill level, but it sure is more fun 

with a fish on the other end!

I found something aptly suitable to describe our Texas weather: 

“If I had a world of my own, everything would be nonsense. Nothing would  

be what it is because everything would be what it isn’t. And contrary-wise;  

what it is it wouldn’t be, and what it wouldn’t be, it would. You see?” 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

With all the wet and windy, not-so-good fishing days, I’m back to browsing through 

fly fishing magazines to get my piscatorial fix. I find myself reminiscing about fishing 

in Colorado at those gorgeous lakes and streams. Last year, I had the fortune to fish 

with Annette Blythe on some of those waters around her summer home of Nathrop. 

Annette more than excelled at catching trout. Everyone watching her at our lake 

remarked on how great an angler she was. I however, stood mesmerized staring 

into the depths of the crystalline water watching the silvery trout come up for my fly. 

I was transfixed from the depth and clarity of the water and my success rate at set-

ting the hook was awful. I just didn’t have the speed and response time to set the 

hook. After watching Annette catch fish after fish, I realized that she had, what to 

me, was a unique way to set the hook. This was also something I’ve seen done in 

the rigorous, macho, trout-bum movies with the guys holding the rods above their 

heads while running downstream. Annette used the same method of strike, raising 

the rod above her head to maintain the tension on the line, while making long strips 

as she brought the fish in. She assured me that to catch these fish that you have 

to react in this manner thus keeping the line between you and the fish taut. I went 

back to my corner of the lake and tried this out. To my relief, this was the ticket for 

setting the hook and bringing in those dazzling creatures.

From the President
By Rozlynn Orr

Upcoming outings 

JUne 11-13 
Muller’s Ark, Bandera, TX

AUgUst 20- 22 
eisenhower state Park, 
lake Texoma, Denison, TX

sePteMBeR 24-26 
Llano River, Junction, TX

noVeMBeR 5-7 
Camp Honey Creek,  
Hunt, TX

Upcoming events

JUly 17 
Lydia Ann Tournament

oCtoBeR 15-17 
oktoberfisch

noVeMBeR 13? 
North Texas EXPO
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Continuing my spring, stay in the house, reading, I ran across an article on fishing Yellowstone in Fly Fisherman, March 

2010. As I made my way through the article, there was a paragraph talking about a particular strike technique. “One 

strike technique that helps pull a lot of slack out at once is the “Daffy”. To do it, quickly raise the rod with your casting 

hand, and at the same time pull down on the line with your other hand. This way, instead of pulling 3 feet of slack out, you 

can eat up nearly 6 feet in one motion.”

Wow, what Annette had taught me actually has a name. and as far as I can tell, it has other applications outside of fish-

ing for trout. I just love it when things come together like this! Makes me all……well,.…..”daffy”.

_____________

A final update on our honorary member, the late Al Crise: Al was runner up for the Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame 

award. A plaque in his honor will be awarded at the dinner to be held on June 5, 2010 at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries 

Center in Athens, Texas.

Congratulations to Al, his wife Nola, and his family. This is a great award for a man who stood so tall in our community 

and passed on his love of fly fishing and angler education to so many of us. Much love to the gentle man known simply 

as “Ol’ Al.”

____________

Lonely…..that’s me. I have missed seeing so many of you at our outings. The camaraderie of our group with all its dif-

ferent personalities, various skill and knowledge levels, senses of adventure, dedication, infectious grins and laughs, 

and all the myriad of talents and attributes. I certainly miss seeing and getting the opportunity to fish with all of you. The 

Bandera outing is right around the corner and is a great way to kick off our summer fishing. There aren’t too many places 

prettier than the Medina River and the water level is good and flowing freely. Coordinator, Cynthia Leigh-Nussenblatt 

has lined up a fine weekend of fishing and relaxation for us. We have the Medina River, the Muller’s Ark lake, and various 

parks around Bandera from which to fish. Thomas Flemons, owner of Diablo Paddlesports, will also be there on Saturday 

with his cool kayaks (also called Sup-Yaks) that you can stand on top of to fish and paddle, and we’ll be able to try out 

his ingenious boats. Thomas showcased these at the FFF Expo in April at New Braunfels, and these boats are the cat’s 

meow!

take a break, be good to yourself, and come JoIn Us at BAndeRA!

“Will you walk a little faster?’ said a whiting to a snail,

‘There’s a porpoise close behind us and he’s treading on my tail.

See how eagerly the lobsters and the turtles all advance!

They are waiting on the shingle -- will you come and join the dance?

Will you, won’t you, will you, won’t you, will you join the dance?”

”Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland”

See ya on the water,

Rozlynn Orr
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 For those of you who couldn’t make this trip, you missed quite an adventure!  Such an adventure, that 
those who attended are now members of the “Tenacious Ten” and a chosen few are also members of the 
“Fearless Five”.  Read on for why…
 Ten of us (Jan Bates, Dawn & Jessica Dorsett, Frances Estes, Dan Fox, Karla Grimwood, Debbie Jenkins, 
Diana Kunde, Rozlynn Orr, and Debbie Price) gathered for the Mullet Mixer at the Comfort Suites on Friday 
evening.  We enjoyed fried chicken, okra, pot roast, shrimp pasta, and a scrumptious berry cobbler along 
with beverages of our choice from the bar.  The Assistant Manager of Comfort Suites, Jason, was our own 
personal bartender.
 Collins Illich, from Temple Fork Outfitters (TFO), was our speaker 
for the evening.  He moved from co-speaker to main speaker when Brian 
Hughes realized that he had booked us on his wife’s 50th birthday.  Since 
Brian is fond of his wife and not eager to get a divorce, he asked if Collins 
could take the show over on his own.  Of course, that was understandable, 
and Collins did an excellent job of providing all the information we need-
ed and answered every question we threw at him.  Since he’s “easy on the 
eyes”, we kept him in front of us for as long as possible!
 The adventure began, as the Mullet Mixer was ending, when a trans-
former blew outside the window and shot flames into the sky.  This shut 
down most of the power in the meeting room and the elevators.  Diana was 
temporarily trapped in the elevator, but was rescued quickly.  It was only a 
warning of things to come…
 As the “Fearless Five” (Jan Bates, Dawn & Jessica Dorsett, Frances 
Estes, and Rozlynn Orr) went back to the campground, there was lightning 
on the horizon.  We offered to share our rooms, but they were determined 
not to be dissuaded by a little rainstorm.
 At approximately 1am, the Gates of Hades opened.  Winds up to 
80mph blew rain with such force that it was shaking the windows in the  
hotel and then hail crashed against the glass.  Trees broke and fell all 

Purtis Creek Outing ReportPurtis Creek Outing Report
Report submitted by By Karla Grimwood
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over town.  All of the power was out 
and emergency vehicles swarmed 
the small town of Mabank.  At the 
campground, more trees broke and 
blocked roadways.  One tree fell 
across a vehicle near Jan’s camp, 
denting the roof, hood, and break-
ing the windshield.  Roz and Fran-
ces had their kayaks tied together, 
but they were toppled and pushed 
at least 10 feet by the wind.  Many 
campers evacuated their tents for 
the bathrooms seeking safer shelter.
 The next morning, everyone at the 
campground was soaked as steam 
rose from the roads in the bright 
sunshine.  The power was out and 
the park closed the bathrooms until 

further notice.  The power was still out at the hotel too, along with the phones.  We gathered and shared 
stories of the eventful night.  Unfortunately, a second wind storm came in early and only became stronger 
as the day moved on.  We tried to fish, but it was a struggle and we finally abandon it temporarily to go eat 
at El Patron earlier than planned.
 We had a good lunch, a short business meeting, and decided to try fishing a cove around the corner 
from the campsites where the wind might be lighter.  This worked very well and we had a nice couple of 
hours before sunset when the wind finally died completely leaving us with water as smooth as glass.  The 
weather seemed to have been too much for the fish though and the water was murky.  Jan Bates, Frances 
Estes, and Debbie Price all caught a single fish, but that was all.
 Returning to Jan’s camp, we enjoyed each other’s company over wine and random picnic tidbits and a 
lovely pinyon-wood fire courtesy of Jan.  Interesting how the weather brought us closer together in spite of 
trying to blow us apart.  Guess it underestimated the tenacity of the Texas Women Fly Fishers!
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Next Outing: 
 

Muller’s Ark, Bandera Texas
June 11-13, 2010 

Outing Coordinators: Cynthia Leigh-Nussenblatt
banderacoordinator@twff.net 

The Muller’s Ark outing is setting up to be a wonderful event!

Friday night “Mullet Mixer”:  7:00 pm at the River House.  River access maps will be handed out and 
we will have 2 short programs. Each about 15 minutes long.

            1. “If a River Runs Through It, What Laws Apply?”
            2. “Personal Safety Outdoors”

Saturday Morning: Fishing and Breakfast on your own or Breakfast and Fishing on your own

Saturday Afternoon: between 2:00 and 4:00 pm. at the dock of Muller’s pond, check out Diablo  
Paddlesports as they demo their new Sup-Yak. What’s a Sup-Yak? Don’t worry you’ll want one.

Saturday Evening: Dinner at 7:15 pm at OST (Old Spanish Trail) on Main St. in Bandera.
Evening attire: Cowboy hats suggested

Sunday: Fishing till ya have to go home!

There are still a couple of beds left on site.  Contact the outing
coordinator for more information, but if you need more room to hang

your hat, here are some other suggestions.

Here’s a place that is just one mile from Muller’s Ark, also on the river.

DIAMOND H RANCH BED & BREAKFAST 
830-796-4820 Fax: 830-460-7155; www.diamondhbandera.com

7 western style rooms w/ private baths on the Medina River. Breakfast included. 
Porches & patios. Swimming, tubing, fishing.

continued on next page

 http://www.diamondhbandera.com


 7twff.net     May  2010

Hotels and Motels:

RIVER FRONT MOTEL 
800-870-5671 or 830-460-3690 Fax: 830-460-3690; www.theriverfrontmotel.com

11 cozy cottages with king, queen & single beds, ceiling fans, cable TV; Heat & AC. 
Nestled in the trees across from the Medina River and Bandera City Park.

BANDERA LODGE 
830-796-3093, Fax: 830-796-3191; www.texashillcountrymall.com/banderalodge

44 Southwest design rooms on the Medina River. Refrigerators, hair dryers, phones. Pool, cable, HBO. 
Meeting Room. Guest Laundry. Restaurant, lounge, free high-speed internet.

RV Park:
SKYLINE RANCH RV PARK 

800-267-1402 or 830-796-4958: www.skylineranchrvpark.com 
125 full hookups, pull thru sites. 4 Rec halls, kitchen, 2 laundries, putting green, cable TV. 

60 acres on Medina River. Good Sam’s Park. Rally groups.

Confirm your reservation with Cynthia Leigh-Nussenblatt at banderacoordinator@twff.net 
and please remember to bring snacks/finger food/appetizers to share at the Mullet Mixer.

There will also be a few raffle items at the Mullet Mixer 
so be sure to bring $20 to get your raffle tickets.  

There are some cool items being offered!

The CFR flies will be on hand for those needing to restock their fly boxes.

 http://www.theriverfrontmotel.com
 http://www.texashillcountrymall.com/banderalodge
 http://www.skylineranchrvpark.com
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Stripers on the Fly 
Eisenhower State Park, Lake Texoma

Denison, TX – August 20 – 22, 2010

TWFF is gearing up to go another round with the stripers behind the dam at Eisenhower State Park.  Our last 
visit there was December 2008 and the stripers were nowhere to be found.  ARGHHHH!!!!  After a busy 2009 
summer of some of the local TWFFers catching record numbers of stripers, we are bringing the club back for 
another round of striper fishing; some scores just beg to be settled and this is one of them!  

Our outing headquarters will be at Eisenhower State Park and we will be renting the Recreation Center for our 
headquarters.  We’ll have the Mullet Mixer there on Friday at 7 p.m. Be sure to bring a dish to share with the 
group and a beverage of your choice.  We are still making arrangements for our Friday night speaker.

We have invited a notorious group of fishing ladies to join us for a weekend of fishing.   We will announce them 
as soon as they confirm their attendance.

Saturday morning, we’ll meet at the Rec Center and head down to the battlefield, behind the dam, to take on 
the stripers.  

We’ll take an early lunch so we can cool down and rehydrate.  Lunch will be on your own and the Rec Center 
will be available for your use.  It has air-conditioning, a full kitchen, and bathrooms.   Bring your sandwiches, 
snacks and come in and cool off.

From 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. we are planning to have casting lessons in an open area near the Rec Center.  
We are also working with Temple Fork Outfitters to bring out their arsenal of rods for us to try out.  TFO has 
some great rods that cover every type of fly fishing you could ever attempt.  This should be a great opportunity 
to hone those casting skills and try out some seriously fine rods.

Saturday night dinner will be at the Recreation Center at 4:30 p.m.  We will be serving an Italian dinner with 
main course, salad, bread, tea, and dessert for $9.00.   We promise you will leave the table full!

Silent Auction
After dinner, there will be our first TWFF silent auction.  Our fundraiser, Karla Grimwood, has come up with 
some really cool fishing gear and goodies.  So save up, empty your piggy bank, cash in your cans, sell some 
blood, and get a part time job, anything, so you can be the high bidder at the auction.  Proceeds from this auc-
tion will go to support your club and club activities.  We are having two auctions this year.  The other one will be 
at Junction.  Save up, bid up, and support your club!

After the auction, we can head back out for some evening striper fishing.  And now for the really good news:  
once it cools down, the bite continues as the stripers continue to chase shad and feed.
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History
Lake Texoma is a Red River impoundment on the Texas-Oklahoma border northwest of Sherman-Denison, 
west of US 75. Two-thirds of the lake is in Oklahoma. A Texas fishing license is required when fishing the dam 
area from the land. If you step into the water to fish you will also be required to have an Oklahoma license. The 
OK license may be purchased at nearby convenient stores for $12.00. Free flowing current in the Red River 
makes Texoma one of the few lakes in Texas with a self-sustaining population of striped bass, and one of only 
eight inland freshwater reservoirs worldwide where this species has spawned.

Entrance Fees to Eisenhower State Park
There is a $5.00 per person per day fee.
Campsite fees range from $12.00 to $20.00 depending on amenities desired. 
Sites with water, electric, and sewer - $20. a night 
Sites with water, and electric - $18. a night.
Sites with water only - $15. a night
Primitive site with no amenities - $12. a night
If camping, please visit the TPWD website for details and to make reservations: http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
spdest/findadest/parks/eisenhower/

Lodging 
Recommended lodging:
Comfort Inn – Denison, TX – Off of I75 N by the Eisenhower State Part exit. $74.99 plus tax, includes 2 beds 
per room and breakfast.  This is a group rate.  Please indicate you are a TWFFer when you make reservations, 
903.464.0340.

Other lodging:
• Best Western $79.99 plus tax, 2 beds and breakfast.
• Holiday Inn Express - $79.00 plus tax, 2 beds and breakfast
• Motel 6 - $57.99 plus tax, 2 beds and no breakfast

Dress
Remember our Texas heat and please bring the following:
• Sun screen
• Insect repellent
• Wide brimmed hat
• Bandanna
• Polarized sunglasses
• Sun gloves
• Long sleeves and long pants; sun protective fabric recommended; zip off conversion pants/shorts are good
• Sturdy wading shoes – the river has large, slick boulders; NO SANDALS
• Wading staff for navigating rocks
• Containers for water – not glass; KEEP HYDRATED

Equipment Recommendations
6 wt. – 8 wt. rods (a 5 wt. will work, you’ll get to see it bend a lot)
Leader size 0x-2x and tippet to match 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/eisenhower/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/eisenhower/
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Fly Recommendations
SHAD IMITATIONS are stripers primary food. Use the following:
•  Clousers in sizes 2 – 1/0 in blue/turquoise over white or chartreuse over white or all white; about 3 inches 

in length.  Tie with extra small lead eyes (1/50 oz.) for a slow fall around the sunken rocks and ledges, 
fished on a floating line.

•  Crystal Shad – This is a very simple and effective fly for Texoma.  Tie it with lots of cement for durability.  
Sizes 8 to 2; white, chartreuse, or white body with chartreuse tail – all very effective; Hook: Mustad C70S 
D; Head: large brass or tungsten conehead (gold); Body: crystal chenille or estaz; Tail: marabou with 2 or 3 
strands of crystal flash on each side.

Steve Hollensed, our speaker from our last visit to Texoma, CCI and fantastic fly guide is also available if you’d 
like to schedule a guided trip on the lake on his boat.  Steve may be reached at www.flywaterangling.com or 
903.546.6237.  Book your trip early with Steve if you’d like the ultimate striper experience!  His summer slots fill 
in no time at all.

Directions from Dallas or set your GPS to this address:
Eisenhower State Park at Lake Texoma
50 Park Road 20
Denison, TX 75020
903.465.1956

Total Estimated Time: 1 hour 15 minutes Total Estimated Distance: 76.5 miles
1.  Leaving downtown Dallas:
2.  Travel on US-75 N (Central Expressway)                           72.3 mi.
3.  Take EXIT 70 toward FM-84.                                                0.2 mi.
4.  Stay STRAIGHT to go onto Katy Memorial Expy N.             0.1 mi.
5.  Turn LEFT onto FM 84/ TEXOMA DR.                                 2.3 mi.
6.  Turn RIGHT onto EISENHOWER RD                                   1.6 mi.
7.  Turn LEFT onto FM 1310.                                                     0.0 mi.
8.  FM 1310 becomes PARK ROAD 20/ TX-P20.                      0.0 mi.
9.  End at 50 Park Road 20 Denison, TX 75020  

Come on back to Texoma and take part in the summer showdown.  Spring striper reports are terrific as 
the striper action is beginning to be on top water!  (That means they’re coming up from the depths and will be 
charging up behind the dam).   If you didn’t make our last trip, be sure and join us for a unique fishing experi-
ence.  It’s fun to catch so many fish, plus it’s great experience just having that many fish on your line and learn-
ing how to control them.  

Make plans now to join us at this outing!
Please R.S.V.P. to coordinators a.s.a.p. after you make your reservations  

so we can make meal plans for Saturday:  
Rozlynn Orr, Mary K. Janco, and Frances Estes at striperfishing@twff.net

Updated trip reports and info will be posted on our online message board at: 
http://www.twff.net/Message%20Board/Message%20Board.htm

http://flywaterangling.com/
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On May 8th a group of five women  

from the Houston area particapted in  

an outing at Huntsville State Park.  

Two of us are members of TWFF and 

the other three are TOWN members. 

We took our kayaks and hoped to catch 

some fish and do some paddling.

 

Raven Lake is in the Park and holds 

large mouth bass, catfish, sunfish and 

blue gills. Although we didn’t land any 

bass several beautiful blue gills were 

caught.

 

Sophie, took over the grilling for some 

delicious hamburgers and sausage.

 

A good time was had by all on a  

beautiful day with great commradie.

 

Annette Blythe 

Blue Gills in Huntsville
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No Time for Fly Time 

As the snow and ice fell and the wintry chill coursed through our veins, did we all sit 

around this winter tying flies to restock our well-used fly boxes?  Of course not; we live 

in a modern world where it’s extremely hard to snatch a bit of spare time or even find 

quietude for ourselves, much less get in hours of tying to replenish our fly boxes.  So 

what’s a girl to do with an empty fly box?  

Come to Muller’s Ark and we’ll have the TWFF flies there for sale.  Fill up that fly box 

or if you can’t make the outing, email info@twff.net and we’ll mail those much-needed 

flies to your doorstep. 

 

Remember, all proceeds go to CFR so this is a great place to buy your flies and do 

a good deed too.  We’ve got lots of great fish-catching flies in our cache and many 

proven regional favorites!
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Submitted by Rozlynn Orr

Kyle Hand is perhaps one of the best things to happen to fly tying in Texas in a long time.  It is even cooler that he 
is a friend and supporter of Texas Women Fly Fishers.  Kyle has regularly attended yearly outings and generously 
shared his tying talents and instruction with our group.  He has patiently walked novice tiers through their first fly 
and shared in their exuberance of their creation.  Plus he’s honed skills of our more advanced tiers and offered so 
many techniques and tips that they simply cannot all be counted.

Kyle, we thank you for the role you have played in the de-
velopment of our TWFF tiers and the love for your hobby 
that you’ve instilled in us!

As Kyle is a busy man with work, home life with his wife, 
Susie, grand kiddos, and all those fly tying shows, 
I thought we might snag a few minutes of his time and see 
what direction his tying is taking him.

Before I get into Roz’s questions, I want to thank the TWFF 
membership for the wonderful friendships I have formed over 
the past few years.  You guys always come and find me at 
the shows and are always full of good questions and make a 
wonderful audience.  I am honored to be considered a friend 
of TWFF.

What got you interested in tying flies?
I got interested in tying flies in 1981.  Susie and I went to the local sporting goods store in Denver to buy some flies as 
I was just getting into fly fishing.  Susie thought they were expensive so she suggested I learn how to tie my own.  She 
found a kit and brought it to the register.  She said something about saving money in the long run.  The rest is history. 

How long have you been tying?  
I have been tying since 1981.

How many years did you tie professionally?
I started tying commercially in 1982 and tied off and on until 2005.  I still do some special orders on occasion, but am 
really not set up to do it anymore.

What is your favorite fly to tie?
I really enjoy tying the Catskill style dry flies.  There is just something about those wood duck wings that catches my eye 
and interest.  Now that I live in Texas and I have a lot of buddies who hunt ducks, I am finding that my supply of wood 
duck is growing.  Truth be known, I pretty much enjoy tying about anything anymore.  Once I got away from the produc-
tion tying and started getting back to my roots, it has made the entire process more enjoyable.

Checking in with Kyle Hand
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What is your most coveted fly that you’ve either tied or been given?
I will make this a two-part answer.  My favorite personal fly is a fly I tied a few years ago.  It is tied on a Ron Reinhold 
handmade hook, size 9/0 plus 1-inch in length.  I tied a classic salmon fly on the rear of the hook, then used the same 
colors and materials on the front of the hook and tied a freestyle version of the same fly.  It was featured in a national RV 

publication the following year and is something I am very proud of.  It is 
the fly on my business card.

I have received many flies from many different tiers over the years.  The 
one that probably means the most is a Kiwi Muddler given to me by Jack 
Dennis.  The fly is nothing spectacular, but when I was in my formative 
years of tying, Jack was about the only person who had published fly ty-
ing books with step-by-step instructions.  That is basically how I learned 
how to tie many of the patterns I tied commercially over the years.  How 
I got the fly was funny.  Jack and I were the featured tiers at a venue and 
I was getting pounded all day.  Jack sat there and laughed at me most of 
the day.  I kept trying to introduce people to Jack, but nobody knew who 

he was.  Through the day, I had told Jack that his books were instrumental in my tying ability and philosophy.  Towards 
the end of the day, Jack handed me this fly and thanked me for one of the most relaxing days of tying he had ever enjoyed.
 
What direction is your fly tying taking as far as style of flies?    
This is a loaded question.  I enjoy tying all the classic styles; wets, streamers, bass and salmon.  I also enjoy playing with 
my freestyle or artistic style flies.  I have been playing with the patterns developed by David Nelson of New York quite a 
bit also.  As far as fishing flies, I primarily tie my little damsels, clousers and a couple of new patterns I have been work-
ing on for striper fishing.

What kind of advice would you give a novice fly tier? 
The best advice I can give a novice is find a good tier that is also a good teacher and take a lesson.  They need to buy the 
best vise they can afford, and purchase the best quality material they can get and practice, practice, practice.  When you sit 
down to tie a pattern, don’t tie just one or two flies, tie a dozen.  You may never tie that pattern again, but it is important to 
understand the fundamentals.

What kind of encouragement would you give an experienced fly tier?    
For experienced tiers, I encourage all of you to challenge yourselves.  Think outside the box and don’t be satisfied with the 
status quo.  Find patterns that will push your abilities and make you think.  It will make you a better tier.  I encourage all 
of you to tie a fly in hand (without a vise).  Try tying a fly blindfolded or off-handed (left handed for right hand tiers).  If 
you are going to teach tying, I think you should do one or all of the 
above three things so you can field questions about it.  Lastly, take 
a lesson from someone you consider to be a better tier than you, 
or someone that ties in a different style than you.  
You can always learn something.
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Month 2010 tWFF Coordinated outings Volunteers

June 11-13 Muller’s Ark, Bandera, TX Cynthia-Leigh Nussenblatt

August 20-22 Texoma Dam, Eisenhower State Park, 
Denison, TX

Mary K. Janco, Rozlynn Orr

September 24-26 Llano River, Junction, TX Leslie DeHay, Janice Togal

November 5-7 Camp Honey Creek, Hunt, TX Vicki Andrews and  
Cynthia-Leigh Nussenblatt

 
2010 tWFF Coordinated outings 

Month 2010 tWFF Coordinated outings Volunteers

July 17 Lydia Ann Tournament benefiting CFR, 
Aransas Pass, TX

Susan Gaetz

October 15-17 Oktoberfisch hosted by Fredericksburg 
Fly Fishers, Junction, TX

Mary Rohrer

November 13? N.Texas EXPO, hosted by Elm Fork 
Shooting Sports & TPWD, Dallas, TX

Karla Grimwood

 
2010 tWFF events 

2011 outing Committee is on the Hunt

Our 2011 Outing Committee volunteers Vicki Andrews, Karla Grimwood, Mary K. Janco, and Cindy Organ are on the 
hunt and are scouting new locations for our outings next year.  They need your help and are asking for suggestions for 
new waters to fish and new areas of the state to visit.  

You can contact the group either by visiting our Message Board online at 
 http://www.twff.net/Message%20Board/Message%20Board.htm  

or by emailing outings@twff.net .

We look forward to your suggestions!

Mark your calendars for these upcoming outings and events 
and we’ll see ya on the water!

http://www.twff.net/Message%20Board/Message%20Board.htm
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When: August 26-28, 2010

Where: New Braunfels, TX

When: July 17, 2010

Where: Aransas Pass, TX

FFF - the national Fly Fishing Fair & Conclave 2010
West Yellowstone, MT  Aug. 26-28, 2010
For more info:  http://www.federationconclave.org/

CFR, lydia Ann tournament
Tournament Date: July 17, 2010
Location: Crabman Marina (2400 Hwy 361, Aransas Pass)
Venue: Fly Fishing, Catch and Release Only
Format: Separate Divisions for Boats and Kayakers 

Our goal is to create the Premier Fly Fishing, Catch and Release tournament for 
the Texas Coast, that is fair, fun and open to everybody. Each year a Charitable 
Organization will be chosen to receive a donation check from all of the tourna-
ment proceeds. The tournament was a great success last year, in its first year, 
raising over $5,200 for Casting For Recovery!

We are looking forward to watching the tournament get better every year!

Please visit the website at: http://www.lydiaannflymasters.com for more infor-
mation and to get your applications.

This tournament should be a lot of fun and it’s for a great cause. I hope to see 
many of you there!  

Susan Gaetz (Duarte), Texas Program Coordinator
Casting for Recovery
512/940-0246, susan@susangaetz.com

 

Mark your Calendars  
for these Upcoming events 

http://www.lydiaannflymasters.com
http://www.federationconclave.org/


 17twff.net     May  2010

Contact your tWFF officers

President: Rozlynn Orr info@twff.net

First Vice President: Karla Grimwood fundraising@twff.net

second Vice President  
of Membership: Susan Dymond  membership@twff.net

secretary: Mary K. Janco secretary@twff.net

treasurer: Jan Bates treasurer@twff.net

trustees: Annette Blythe   

 Mary Kain   

 Leslie DeHay  trustees@twff.net

Past President: Glenna Noret 

Historian: Cindy Bentfield historian@twff.net

newsletter : Leslie Davis newsletter@twff.net 

If your personal email address changes,  

please contact:  webmaster@twff.net

 

tWFF Publishing dates

2010 tWFF newsletter publication dates: 
Submissions guidelines: Please send text for newsletter articles in Word or the 
body of an email. Attach photos independently of the text documents rather than 
embedding them in your Word docs. Please also include photo captions or name 
the photos to indicate captions. Any items received less than a week before the 
publication date will not appear in that issue of the newsletter. Thank you!!! 
Publication date:   Submissions due in by: 
Apr 1   Mar. 15
Jun 1   May 9 
Aug 1   Jul. 15 
sep 1   Aug. 15 
oct 22   Oct. 8    

tWFF Advertising Rates
 
 one Annual 
 Issue (6 issues) 

Swap/sell items–(members): Free  

Text Ads (nonmembers): $5/inch  

Business Cards (members): $5.00 $25 

Business Cards (others): $7.50 $40 

1/4 Page Display: $20 $100 

1/3 Page Display: $30 $150 

1/2 Page Display: $35 $200 

Full Page Display: $50

All ads must be 
prepaid. Ads with 
graphics should be 
submitted  
electronically as 
high-resolution JPG 
files. Please send 
your ad requests to 
Leslie Davis at  
newsletter@twff.net

Thank-you!

Calling all writers,  
photographers, and artists!

We are looking for stories,  
articles, photographs, and  
illustrations. If you’d like to  
submit something for the  

newsletter, please send it at  
least three (3) weeks prior to the 

upcoming publishing date.

E-mail:
newslettter@twff.net

We’re on the Web!

see us at:

www.twff.net

http://www.twff.net/

